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Aims for the workshop

• To think about ethics and 
research integrity policies and 
practice

• To go through the Guidelines for 
ethical practice and research 
integrity that institutions 
licensed/accredited by the 
MFHEA must operationalise in 
order to meet Malta’s national 
Quality Assurance standards. 
Other jurisdictions may differ but 
these guidelines are the ones that 
matter and apply here

• To clarify the Guidelines – to 
discuss them and to share  
experiences and thoughts



Pat Sikes –
Ethics and 
Me – My 
Credentials 
(and my cat 
Neville)



Sharing 
thoughts 

about, and 
experiences 

around, 
research ethics 
and integrity in 

HE contexts



The bottom line for 
accredited 

institutions –A 
framework for 

promoting ethical 
excellence by 

overseeing ethical 
practice and 

research integrity 

• Avoidance of harm to individuals, animals institutions, and 
communities that may result from unethical research and 
academic misconduct.

• Ethics and integrity policies, procedures, and mechanisms for 
oversight must be in place and be followed

• Ongoing and regular review and revision of policies, practices and 
procedures

• Institutions/providers must have compulsory and comprehensive 
ethics and integrity education for staff and students. Curricula for 
programmes at all levels and in all disciplines should provide clear 
information about: ethics and integrity policies; data protection 
legislation; instructions about how to obtain ethical clearance; 
what constitutes academic misconduct; and use of plagiarism 
software. Attention should also be given to philosophical and 
moral questions and issues relating to ethics and integrity. The 
importance of reflective, reflexive interrogation of researchers’ 
positionality and how this can affect their research decisions and 
practices should be emphasized.



Research 
integrity and 

academic 
misconduct

• Academic misconduct is a blanket 
term which relates to a range of 
unethical practices which 
compromise the integrity of academic 
writing and research and, thereby, 
harm the academic community as a 
whole. Plagiarism, self-plagiarism, 
collusion, fabrication of research 
data, theft of people’s ideas or 
documents, purchasing work done by 
others and submitted under the 
purchaser’s name, and academics 
putting their name on work that has 
actually been done by their students 
or junior colleagues, are examples of 
misconduct. Institutions should have 
policies and procedures to detect, 
investigate and impose sanctions on 
proven instances of such misconduct. 
Staff and students must receive 
education and training as to what 
constitutes misconduct, how to avoid 
it, and what the consequences are. 



What do 
you 
understand 
by 
‘research’ ?



The definition of research on 
which the guidelines are 

based 

• For the purposes of these 
guidelines the definition of 
‘research’ used by the UK 
Research Excellence 
Framework 
(https://www.ref.ac.uk/medi
a/1447/ref-2019_01-
guidance-on-
submissions.pdf) – that is ‘a 
process of investigation 
leading to new insights, 
effectively shared’ - has been 
adopted. This broad 
definition is seen as being 
applicable to research of all 
kinds, to all disciplines and at 
all levels of study.

https://www.ref.ac.uk/media/1447/ref-2019_01-guidance-on-submissions.pdf


Ethical concerns 
are fundamental 
to any thinking 
about/planning 

of research 
regardless of 
who does it –

under or post 
graduate 

academic staff 
(and especially 
fire eaters and 

jumpers)

As a qualitative researcher I 
BELIEVE Research is not – and 
never can be – Innocent, 
Neutral, Value free



Fundamental Principles

• Ethical approval does not guarantee ethical research. Ethical research can only be seen in practice not on paper Ethical 
approval does not guarantee ethical research. Ethical research can only be seen in practice not on paper 

• Research is philosophical and moral endeavour – rather than mechanical/technical processes – or solely seen as a necessary 
component of a qualification

• Ethical concerns permeate every aspect of the research process from first thoughts through to dissemination and beyond

• Being a morally and ethically good researcher is essential if your research is going to be quality research – that is it should be 
good both technically (rigorous, justifiable) and morally 

• Research is philosophical and moral endeavour – rather than mechanical/technical processes – or solely seen as a necessary 
component of a qualification

• Ethical concerns permeate every aspect of the research process from first thoughts through to dissemination and beyond

• Being a morally and ethically good researcher is essential if your research is going to be quality research – that is it should be 
good both technically (rigorous, justifiable) and morally 



Sharing experiences of ethics review



Ethics 
throughout the 

research 
process

• Research 
conceptualisation and 
design

• Access

• Research methods

• Research relationships

• Interpretations and 
analysis

• Writing up

• Data dissemination



Research design 
and 

conceptualisation

The design of any research 
study involves ethical 
decisions. Those applying for 
ethical clearance need to 
make clear how they have 
addressed the ethical issues 
their study raises and make 
robust justification for seeking 
clearance and permission to 
proceed.



What exactly does the research want 
to find out and why? Can this interest 

be justified? 

Sensitive research topics demand 
careful thought and planning and may 

best be left to experienced 
researchers.

Does the research contribute to 
existing knowledge or develop 

methods and methodologies for 
studying this area? How?

Are potential risks of all kinds to 
participants and the researcher 

accounted for, assessed, addressed, 
and explained clearly. 

If research is in anyway 
‘experimental’, what are the 

implications for participants? If a 
‘control group’ is used, will people 
assigned to it miss out on anything 

that is suspected to be beneficial? Can 
this be justified?

If the research is in any way covert, 
can this be justified? 

The proposed study must comply with 
all relevant legal and ethical 

requirements. Information provided 
for potential participants, or their 

proxies, or their guardians/caregivers 
prior to them giving consent must be 

presented in an appropriate and 
easily understood format.  

Where it is not possible to record 
consent on forms which require 
signatures, how will consent be 

recorded?

If circumstances change in the course 
of a study researchers should be 

required to record this, suspend the 
study and, if changes are deemed 

sufficiently substantial and/or 
significant, an additional ethical 

review made.



Recruitment of and 
access to 

participants

Ethical clearance applications must detail the 
following:

• How research participants are to be 
recruited and accessed. 

• What they will be told about their 
involvement.

• If research participants lack social power 
(e.g. children, captive populations, a 
teacher’s own students, ‘vulnerable’ 
people, those deemed not to have 
capacity to consent, animals) their 
participation should be justified.

• How can it be ascertained that 
‘gatekeepers’ (e.g. parents, guardians, 
employers, senior colleagues) have fully 
consulted participants who are able both 
to understand and give permission, have 
not applied undue pressure, and are 
acting in the best interests of the 
potential participants?



Procedures of 
Data Collection

• Are participants 
sufficiently 
protected when it 
comes to data 
dissemination? 

• Are they fully 
informed about how 
and where data will 
be disseminated? 

• Have you thought 
about what use 
others might make 
of data and findings 
if it gets into the 
public domain?



Research 
Relationships

• You have a basic human moral 
responsibility towards the 
people you are working with. 
Are you sure that you are doing 
as you would be done by?

• Could you be accused of ‘rape 
research’?

• Are you manipulating people 
and relationships in order to get 
‘good’ data? 

• Are you sensitive to the 
implications of any differences 
in terms of social power 
between researcher and 
‘researched’. 



Interpretation 
& Analysis 

• Do you acknowledge any 
theoretical frameworks or 
personal value systems 
that may influence your 
interpretations and 
analysis?



Representing 
research 

• The ethical implications of 
using any particular form of 
re-presentations should be 
acknowledged. 

• Participants must be 
respectfully re-presented. 
Permission needs to be 
sought for use of visual 
(photographic, video, etc) 
representations which 
enables the identification of 
individuals, whether or not 
they are participants who 
have given their consent or 
people who just happened 
to be within the frame.



Data 
dissemination

• Are participants 
sufficiently protected 
when it comes to data 
dissemination? 

• Are they fully informed 
about how and where 
data will be disseminated.



In summary

• High quality research and 
academic practice is both 
morally and technically 
good.  Achieving 
excellence requires the 
commitment to do all that 
can be done to ensure 
that no harm of any kind, 
be that, inter alia,
physical, emotional, 
mental, financial, or 
reputational, comes to 
anyone involved in or 
touched by 



What – if any - work do you 
need to do in your institution 
to meet Malta’s Quality 
Assurance Standards?


