7KHVLJQL¿FDQFHRIHGXFDWLRQVWDWLVWLFVLVHVSHFLDOO\LPSRUWDQWLQYLHZRISURYLGLQJDQLQGLFDWLRQRIIXWXUHODERXU
PDUNHWVFHQDULRV7KHOHYHOWRZKLFKDGXOWVKDYHVWXGLHGLVYHU\RIWHQXVHGDVDSUR[\IRUWKHOHYHORIKXPDQ
FDSLWDOLQWHUPVRIVNLOOVDYDLODEOHLQWKHSRSXODWLRQDSUR[\ZKLFKLVVLJQL¿FDQWHVSHFLDOO\LQFRXQWLHVOLNH0DOWD
ZKHUHGXHWROLPLWHGQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHVKXPDQFDSLWDOLVWKHPRVWSRZHUIXOUHVRXUFH.HHSLQJLQPLQGWKHFXUUHQW
global economic turmoil, indicative statistical analysis on education certainly serves an important role as a means
IRUHYLGHQFHEDVHGDQGDIIHFWLYHSROLF\PDNLQJRQVRFLRHFRQRPLFDVSHFWV*LYHQWKHZLGHVSUHDGUHFRJQLWLRQ
that education is a key driver of economic competitiveness, this calls for high quality education provision on
DZLGHVFDOHFRQVHTXHQWO\)XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQSROLF\UHPDLQVDNH\LVVXHRQWKHQDWLRQDODJHQGD
0HDVXULQJ WKH RXWFRPHVRI WKLV VHFWRU DJDLQVWWKH YDULRXV WDUJHWV HVWDEOLVKHGLV QHFHVVDU\ IRU HYLGHQFHEDVHG
policy contributing to future developments.

7KLVUHSRUWLVWKH¿IWKHGLWLRQVLQFHDQGLVWKHUHVXOWRIWKHDQQXDO1&)+()XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ
6WDWLVWLFV6XUYH\RIZKLFKZDVFDUULHGRXWDPRQJVWWKH)XUWKHUDQGRU+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQVHUYLFHSURYLGHUVLQ
0DOWDERWKLQWKHSXEOLFDQGSULYDWHVHFWRU7KHUHVHDUFKJDWKHUVLQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHQXPEHURISHUVRQVUHJLVWHUHG
DVVWXGHQWVLQDOORIWKHOLVWHG)XUWKHUDQGRU+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQVHUYLFHSURYLGHUVLQ0DOWDZKRDUHFRQWLQXLQJWKHLU
VWXGLHVEH\RQGWKHDJHRIFRPSXOVRU\HGXFDWLRQ7KHUHSRUWGUDZVXS¿QGLQJVRQVWDWLVWLFDODQDO\VLVEDVHGRQWKH
DFDGHPLF\HDUHQGHG-XQH5HIHUHQFHLVDOVRPDGHWRSDVWVWDWLVWLFDOGDWDGDWLQJEDFNWRZLWKWKHVFRSH
of providing means of statistical comparisons throughout the years. The report also makes reference to other
similar studies on the sector carried out by NCFHE, including other sources of information such as international
statistics based on Eurostat and OECD data.

The extensive research focuses on:



FXUUHQWWUHQGVRIVWXGHQWSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQ)XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQLQ0DOWDEH\RQGWKHDJHRI
FRPSXOVRU\HGXFDWLRQZKHUHVWDWLVWLFVDUHVSOLWE\VHFWRU )XUWKHURU+LJKHU 



VWXGHQWGHPRJUDSKLFVDQGSDUWLFLSDWLRQUDWHVE\¿HOGRIVWXG\



WKHWLPHEDVLVDYDLODELOLW\RIVWXG\SURJUDPPHVE\PRGHRIGHOLYHU\




FRPSDULVRQVEHWZHHQORFDODQGLQWHUQDWLRQDOEHQFKPDUNVZLWKVSHFLDOUHIHUHQFHWRWKH
(XURSH6WUDWHJ\WDUJHWVIRUWKHGHFDGH  

-

developments in evidence-based research and statistical methodology.
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Foreword
The European Union Modernisation Agenda
for Higher Education has laid emphasis on
two critical indicators for Higher Education:
increasing participation and quality in education
and research. As evidenced by this report, Malta
is well on its way to achieving the target set by
the Strategy 2020 for Higher Education. The
fact that more 17 year olds are entering Further
or Higher Education is testimony to the efforts
and investment in a sector which is growing at an
accelerated pace and where further investment,
be it public or private, is expected in the months
and years ahead.
The relevance of Further and Higher Education
to Malta’s economic growth prospects is beyond
any doubt and employment opportunities for
graduates remain promising, more so when
programmes of study are structured and directly
linked to private enterprise and public sector
policy. The continuous revisions of programmes
both at University of Malta, the Malta College
for Science and Technology, and the Institute for
Tourism Studies demonstrate the commitment of
these institutions to raise standards and enhance
the relevance of studies.
This is never an easy thing and requires
leadership and commitment to quality on the
part of academics and administrators alike. The
National Commission for Further and Higher
Education is wary of this and has throughout
2012 met with several providers, be they state
or private, to understand better the challenges
that these institutions are facing to update study
programmes and raise quality standards.
The new legislation on accreditation and quality
assurance was a major step towards moving in
the direction that the European Union is setting
for its Member States, and the passage through
Parliament of this Legal Notice was both timely
and appropriate. This legislation is regulatory in
scope but it serves to support the efforts by all

institutions to invest further in study programmes,
quality of teaching and research. The legislation
also represents a window of opportunity for
foreign institutions to offer facilities in Malta
for local and foreign students since investors
will commit funds if they are assured about
legislation and measures to enforce quality in
Further and Higher Education.
The impact of such foreign investment will
further add numbers to the participation rate
but will also raise the competitiveness levels in
Further and Higher Education. Maltese students
therefore stand to gain from such developments
as long as competitiveness results in further
improvements in teaching and facilities. It will
be the responsibility of the NCFHE to monitor
the quality of programmes and internal processes
of providers, particularly their internal quality
assurance systems. The European Social Fund
project titled ‘Making Quality Visible’ and
managed by the NCFHE is a vitally important
project for building the Commission’s capacity
to conduct quality assurance audits. It will also
facilitate the link between the Commission and
providers besides providing data which could be
used for further research.
Research in Further and Higher Education is
required not just for determining numbers of
participation. In line with the EU’s Modernisation
Agenda, the NCFHE will also need to carry
out research to determine standards across the
Further and Higher Education sector. Numbers
count and are important but quality standards are
increasingly becoming a benchmark to compare
education across the EU.
Finally, I wish to thank Ms Louisa Pace Kiomall
for drafting the report with a high degree of
accuracy and commitment. This report remains
the most reliable report on participation in
Further and Higher Education and this is largely
thanks to Ms Pace Kiomall’s efforts.

Dr. Philip von Brockdorff
&KLHI([HFXWLYH2I¿FHU
National Commission for Further and Higher Education
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Note from the Author
In its mission to consult the Government on
Further and Higher Education, for another
consecutive year, the National Commission
for Further and Higher Education (NCFHE)
SUHVHQWVWKH¿IWKHGLWLRQRIWKHDQQXDO)XUWKHU
and Higher Education Statistics Report, which
draws up a comprehensive analysis on student
participation in the sector, who are over the
age of compulsory education, for the year
2012. The report is based on a study which
was carried out by the National Commission
for Further and Higher Education (NCFHE)
LQIXO¿OPHQWRILWVIXQFWLRQVDVSHU$UWLFOH
(c), (d) and 68, of the Education Act, Laws
of Malta.
In its efforts to compete in a dynamic
international economic market, especially
in today’s global economic turmoil, the
Government of Malta continues to focus
its efforts on investing in its most powerful
resource- human resources. Given that the
level to which adults have studied is very often
used as a proxy for the level of human capital
in terms of skills available in the population,
inevitably, Further and Higher Education
policy remains at the top of the national agenda.
Further and Higher Education refers to noncompulsory education, where this study
captures the number of students in Malta
WKDW DUH FRQWLQXLQJ HGXFDWLRQ DIWHU ¿QLVKLQJ
compulsory education. The report also extends
its analyses to international research, providing
VLJQL¿FDQW FRPSDULVRQV EHWZHHQ ORFDO DQG
international benchmarks, where reference is
DOVRPDGHWRRI¿FLDO(XURSHDQGRFXPHQWVVXFK
as the Europe 2020 Strategy. Therefore, this
report provides indicative statistical analyses
on Further and Higher Education which
certainly serves as an important tool for the
Government as means for evidence-based and
affective policy-making.

7KH UHSRUW LV VWUXFWXUHG LQWR ¿YH FKDSWHUV
Chapter one aims at providing the readers with
the basis of information relative to understand
the Further and Higher Educational Structure
in Malta, highlighting the main functions of
the NCFHE, research developments, and the
research methodology underpinning this study.
Chapter two provides an overall analysis of
student participation in Further and Higher
Education in Malta split by sector and student
demographics.
Chapter three focuses on a benchmarking
exercise through extended analyses on
international research, highlighting key trends
of student participation in Further and Higher
Education in Malta vis-à-vis international
VWDWLVWLFV  &KDSWHU IRXU VSHFL¿FDOO\ ORRNV
at international student mobility in Further
and Higher Education delving into national
developments pertaining to the provision
of student mobility mechanisms. Finally,
LQ &KDSWHU ¿YH DQDO\VHV H[WHQG WR VWXGHQW
participation by the time-basis of programmes
of study and mode of delivery.
The contribution and continuous collaboration
received from Further and/or Higher Education
service providers in Malta has certainly made
this research possible and successful. Since
WKH ¿UVW HGLWLRQ RI WKH VXUYH\ DQG WKH UHSRUW
way back in 2008, the number of Further
and Higher Education service providers
participating to this annual survey has been
increasing, where in 2012, a total of 50 service
providers from both the public and private
sector have contributed to the survey. To this
end, on behalf of the National Commission for
Further and Higher Education, I would like to
express my profound gratitude to all heads of
institutions, registrars and their staff, who have
successfully and timely submitted the data
requested.

Ms. Louisa Pace Kiomall
&RPPLVVLRQ2I¿FHU
National Commission for Further and Higher Education
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Disclaimer
The research methods used for this particular study
include both primary and secondary data sources. The
PDLQUHVHDUFKWRROZDVEDVHGXSRQ¿HOGUHVHDUFKZKHUH
the primary source for the local statistical data used was
the Annual Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey
conducted by the National Commission for Further and
+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ 1&)+( LQIXO¿OPHQWRILWVIXQFWLRQV
under Chapter 327, Article 66 (c) and (d) and Article 68
of the Education Act, Laws of Malta. An online survey
information system was used as the main research tool for
acquiring primary data. Several secondary data sources
were then used to compile international statistics. All
GDWD VRXUFHV ZHUH IXOO\ DQG VSHFL¿FDOO\ DFNQRZOHGJHG
where ever adopted from other sources by means of intext citations and bibliography at the end of the report.
The websites used for desk research were all referenced.
However, the NCFHE has no control over the change or
availability of these sources in the future.

any mismatches between data in previously published
material and newly published material would be due to
data updates.
This report is solely intended to capture information
on programmes of study that are pegged to the Malta
4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUNIRU/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJ 04) 
hence, referring to programmes of study that are recognised
and accredited by the NCFHE, which is the competent
authority trusted for the licensing of Further and Higher
Education service providers and for the accreditation of
programmes of study at a Further or Higher level.

The data provided was used as an administrative source,
and a single point of collection for the NCFHE, the
Ministry of Education and Employment, and the National
6WDWLVWLFV2I¿FH 162 7KH&RPPLVVLRQSXEOLVKHVPDFUR
data and does not disseminate any micro information to
any third party other than to the Ministry of Education and
Employment and NSO.

,Q YLHZ RI WKH IXOO\ HVWDEOLVKHG 0DOWD 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV
Framework (MQF), all providers have reported the MQF
level of their programmes/courses. For some entities,
the MQF level of their courses has been approved
by the National Commission for Further and Higher
Education (NCFHE). However, for some other entities,
the accreditation process is still being completed and
hence, the NCFHE relies on the self-reported level ratings
by providers. This does not mean that the NCFHE has
automatically accredited and approved the self-reported
level of the course/s as claimed by these institutions, and
the report in no manner intends to formally endorse or
accredit any institution or programme.

All data collected was analysed, stored, and processed
in the most reliable and accurate manner as it was
submitted by the institutions. While the NCFHE strives
WRNHHSDQXSGDWHGDQGFRUUHFW¿JXUHRIDOOLQIRUPDWLRQ
it makes no representations or warranties of any kind,
expressed or implied, about the completeness, accuracy,
reliability, suitability or availability with respect to the
information submitted by all providers. It is also in the
remit of statisticians to update past statistics, and hence

The content of this publication is covered by the
provisions of the Copyright Act, the laws of Malta,
policies, regulations and international agreements entered
into by the NCFHE. The information is available for noncommercial public use. No part of this publication shall
EH UHSOLFDWHG DQG UHSUHVHQWHG DV DQ RI¿FLDO YHUVLRQ QRU
DV KDYLQJ EHHQ SURGXFHG LQ DI¿OLDWLRQ ZLWK RU ZLWK WKH
endorsement of the NCFHE, without prior permission
from NCFHE.
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Executive Summary
7KLV UHSRUW ZKLFK LV WKH ¿IWK HGLWLRQ VLQFH 
focuses on the results of the survey carried out by the
Commission amongst Further and/or Higher Education
service providers in Malta for the academic year ended
2012. The report also makes reference to past statistical
data dating back to 1995 with the scope of providing
means for statistical comparisons throughout the
years. Furthermore, the report also makes comparisons
between national and international statistics delving into
EHQFKPDUNLQJ  ,Q VSHFL¿F FKDSWHUV UHIHUHQFH LV DOVR
PDGHWRRI¿FLDO(XURSHDQ8QLRQGRFXPHQWVVXFKDVWKH
Europe 2020 Strategy (2010-2020) and the Education
and Training (ET 2020), where national statistics and
EHQFKPDUNVVSHFL¿FDOO\RQ)XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ
are compared to EU-27 targets; where the scope is to
identify the progress and development in the sector
which could provide indicative future scenarios in terms
of reaching the set targets. The results for the year 2012
are based on the information provided by a total of 50
Further and/or Higher Education service providers in
Malta that responded to the survey including public and
SULYDWH VHUYLFH SURYLGHUV $IWHU WKH ¿UVW HGLWLRQ RI WKLV
report, way back in 2008, the response rate from service
SURYLGHUV KDV LQFUHDVHG VLJQL¿FDQWO\ VWDUWLQJ IURP D
participation of a total of 23 service providers in 2008, to
a total of 50 service providers in 2012.
Some of the main highlights of this report reveal that in
2012, a total of 27,781 students in Malta over the age of
compulsory education were furthering their studies. Out
of this total, the share of tertiary level/Higher Education
students was that of 53%, whereas the share of students
LGHQWL¿HGZLWKLQ)XUWKHU(GXFDWLRQZDVWKDWRIVSOLW
E\IRUWKRVHVSHFL¿FDOO\LQWKHDFDGHPLF¿HOGDQG
IRUWKRVHLQWKHYRFDWLRQDO¿HOG2YHUDOOWKURXJKRXW
WKHODVWGHFDGH  0DOWDZLWQHVVHGDVLJQL¿FDQW
74% increase in the total student participation rates in
)XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ6LJQL¿FDQWLQFUHDVHVKDYH
DOVREHHQZLWQHVVHGVSHFL¿FDOO\LQWKH+LJKHUOHYHOVHFWRU
where compared to the previous year, there was a 26%
increase in the number of students in Higher Education.
Furthermore, in 2012, 84% of the students enrolled in
+LJKHU (GXFDWLRQ ZHUH LGHQWL¿HG ZLWKLQ SURJUDPPHV
of study provided by public institutions, whereas 16%
ZHUHLGHQWL¿HGZLWKLQSURJUDPPHVRIVWXG\SURYLGHGE\

private institutions. For another consecutive year, more
females (55%) than males (45%) were enrolled in Further
academic-based education, whereas more males (57%)
than females (43%) were enrolled in vocational education
and training at a Further level. Results from the analysis
also indicate that from the total student population in
Further and Higher Education, 74% of the students were
following studies on full-time basis, whereas 26% were
following studies on a part-time basis.
Statistics on participation rates in Higher Education by
¿HOG RI VWXG\ DQG JHQGHU LQGLFDWH WKDW IRU WKH ODVW ¿YH
FRQVHFXWLYH \HDUV WKH ¿HOG RI 6RFLDO 6FLHQFH EXVLQHVV
DQG ODZ UHPDLQHG WKH PRVW SRSXODU ¿HOG RI VWXG\ ZLWK
both sexes. Slight changes in the trend of students’
FKRLFHV ZHUH KRZHYHU LGHQWL¿HG ZKHUH FRQVLGHULQJ
ERWKVH[HVDOWRJHWKHUIRUHDFK¿HOGRIVWXG\LWZDVIRXQG
that for these last two years (2011, 2012), and unlike the
SUHYLRXV\HDUV  WKH¿HOGRI+HDOWKDQG
:HOIDUHUHPDLQHGWKHVHFRQGPRVWSRSXODU¿HOGRIVWXG\
as opposed to its fourth placement in the previous years,
ZKHUHWUDGLWLRQDOO\WKHVHFRQGPRVWSRSXODU¿HOGRIVWXG\
ZLWK WHUWLDU\ OHYHO VWXGHQWV ZDV WKH ¿HOG RI +XPDQLWLHV
and Arts.
6LJQL¿FDQW UHVXOWV IURP WKLV VXUYH\ DOVR LQGLFDWH WKDW LQ
2012, after the end of compulsory education, 83% of
the 17- year-old cohort population (at birth) in Malta are
continuing education at Further or Higher levels. This
indicates that reaching the target of 85% for 17 year olds in
Further and Higher Education by 2015, set by the NCHE
Further and Higher Education Strategy 2020 Report is a
realistic target for Malta. Furthermore, when compared
to the previous year, a 4% increase has been registered
with 19-year-olds in Further and Higher education (56%),
where if students follow the traditional route of education
without any delays in transition, at this age, students
would normally have started Higher Education. From
a participation rate of 56%, 32% of 19 year olds were
VSHFL¿FDOO\LGHQWL¿HGZLWKLQ+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQZKHUHDV
ZHUHLGHQWL¿HGZLWKLQWKH)XUWKHUOHYHOVHFWRU
An analysis on tertiary student participation rates by
MQF level for the year 2012 depicts that out of the total
tertiary student population a share of 22% were enrolled
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LQ WHUWLDU\ OHYHO SURJUDPPHV OHDGLQJ WR TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW
MQF level 5; 52% were enrolled in programmes leading
WR TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW 04) OHYHO   LQ SURJUDPPHV
OHDGLQJ WR TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW 04) OHYHO  DQG  LQ
SURJUDPPHV OHDGLQJ WR TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW 04) OHYHO 
Furthermore, results indicate that in Malta most tertiary
level students fall within age bracket 19 to 23 years, with
the 20 year old student cohort representing the highest
share of students in tertiary education.
In 2012, the University of Malta registered a 12% increase
in graduates (MQF levels 5-8) from the previous year.
Over the last two years since 2010 the Malta College of
Arts, Science and Technology registered a 69% increase
in the number of graduates at a Higher level (MQF
levels 5-6); where in 2012 the total number of students
WKDW VSHFL¿FDOO\ JUDGXDWHG ZLWK D %DFKHORU¶V 'HJUHH
with Honours (MQF level 6) was that of 188 students.
Furthermore, in 2012, the Government of Malta awarded
a total of 372 scholarships.
Results based on a comparability study between
national benchmarks and EU-27 targets in light of

reaching the Europe 2020 Strategy goals reveal that
Malta has reached the national Early School Leaving
(ESL) target that of reducing the Early School
Leaving rate down to 29% by 2020. This is because
by the end of year 2012, Malta registered a decrease
in Early School Leavers down to 22.6%. Henceforth,
the NCFHE is working on recommending a revised
ambitious target for Malta.
Another headline indicator of Europe 2020 focusing on
education and training is the EU-27 target to increase
the share of the population aged 30 to 34 years having
completed tertiary education to at least 40% by 2020;
where as at 2012, Malta registered a rate of 22.4%.
Compared to the EU-27 average, that of 36% in 2012,
and the national 2020 benchmark that of 33%, Malta still
lags behind in this indicator. Furthermore, as at the year
end 2012, the EU-27 average for persons engaged in
lifelong learning (i.e: persons between 25 to 64 years old)
was that of 9%; Malta registered 7%. More interesting
results based on this survey and on other related studies
IRFXVLQJ RQ VSHFL¿F VFHQDULRV LQ )XUWKHU DQG +LJKHU
Education can be explored in further detail in this report.
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List of Institutions
THAT RESPONDED TO THE FURTHER & HIGHER EDUCATION STATISTICS SURVEY 2012
INSTITUTIONS ARE CITED IN AN ALPHABETICAL ORDER

Alison White Dance Studio Malta

Learnkey Training Institute

Alliance Française De Malte

Malta College of Arts, Science & Technology (MCAST)

Allied Consultants Ltd.

Malta Institute of Management

Audrey’s Health & Beauty Centre

Malta International Training Centre

Beauty Tech Hair & Beauty Academy

Malta School of Art

BPP Professional Education Malta Ltd.

Malta School of Flying

Brigitte Gauci Borda Ballet School

Masquerade Tuition Centre

Business Education Tutors

Mikelang Borg Drama Centre

Care Malta Ltd.

Nefertiti Beauty Academy

Centro Cultural Hispano Maltes

Olivia Dow School of Russian Ballet

Compex Computer Training

Paul Curmi Dance Studio

Computer Domain Ltd.

Saint Martin’s Institute of Higher Education

De La Salle College

Sir M.A. Refalo Post-Secondary - Gozo

EIE Institute of Education

St. Aloysius Sixth Form

Future Focus Ltd.

St. Catherine’s High School Higher Education Centre

German–Maltese Circle

STC Training Centre

Gestalt Psychotherapy Training Institute Malta

St. Edward’s IB Sixth Form

Giovanni Curmi Higher Secondary

St. Mark’s Institute

Gozo School of Drama

St. Martin’s Sixth Form

Gozo School of Music

The Dance Workshop

Helen O’Grady Academy

The Malta Institute of Accountants

Institute of Financial Services

The Richard Clarke Academy

Institute of Legal Studies

University of Malta

Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS)

University of Malta G.F. Abela Junior College

Johann Strauss School of Music

Verdala International School
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Chapter 1:
Introduction
7KH VLJQL¿FDQFH RI HGXFDWLRQ VWDWLVWLFV LV HVSHFLDOO\
important in view of providing an indication of future
labour market scenarios. The level to which adults have
studied is very often used as a proxy for the level of human
capital in terms of skills available in the population, a
SUR[\ ZKLFK LV VLJQL¿FDQW HVSHFLDOO\ LQ FRXQWULHV OLNH
Malta, where due to limited natural resources, human
capital is the most powerful resource. Thus, keeping
in mind the current global economic turmoil, indicative
statistical analysis on education certainly serves an
important role as a means for evidence-based and
affective policy making on socio-economic aspects.
The NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics
2012 5HSRUW ZKLFK LV WKH ¿IWK HGLWLRQ VLQFH WKH \HDU
2008, holds a crucial role as an evidence tool for the
National Commission for Further and Higher Education
(NCFHE) in its mission to consult the Government
RQ )XUWKHU DQG +LJKHU (GXFDWLRQ LQ 0DOWD  )RU ¿YH
consecutive years, the NCFHE has been committed to
carry out an annual in-depth survey amongst all listed
Further and/or Higher Education service providers in
Malta that provide programmes of study either of an
academic or vocational nature, beyond compulsory
education. The idea is to obtain directly from institutions
an actual headcount of students for the purpose of
presenting more accurate statistics.
The research gathers information on the number of
persons registered as students in all of the listed Further
and/or Higher Education service providers in Malta
who are continuing their studies beyond the age of
compulsory education, that is, after the age of 16 years.
Hence, the data acquired from these institutions would be
VSHFL¿FDOO\RQVWXGHQWVIURP\HDUVDQGRYHUZKRDUH
currently enrolled within one or more of their courses.
Students who at the time of the survey are aged 16 but
who would have turned 17 by the end of the year, in this

case 2012, are also included in the survey. The extensive
research also focuses on the different areas of study
programmes that are being offered by service providers,
focusing also on the different modes of study, providing
an analysis on current trends of student participation in
Further and Higher Education. Furthermore, the report
also delves into comparisons between national and
international statistics and benchmarking.
)RU WKH EHQH¿W RI WKH UHDGHUV ZKR PD\ QRW EH YHU\
familiar with the National Commission for Further and
Higher Education (NCFHE), NCFHE has in its power
several roles. It essentially acts as an independent
research and a consultative agency for the Government on
Further and Higher Education. As an authority, it is also
the national body trusted for the licensing of Further and
Higher Education service providers and for the screening,
validation, and accreditation of programmes of study at a
national level.1
From a holistic point of view, being the Authority
responsible for the licensing and accreditation of Further
and Higher Education provision, the main functions of the
entity range from:
(i)

organising consultation activities and developing
a forum of structured dialogue amongst the
different stakeholders who are directly or indirectly
involved within the sector;
(ii) appointing international advisory panels of experts;
(iii) liaising with European institutions and the
European Commission through the involvement in
European Union co-funded projects;
(iv) collecting data and gathering statistics from all
FHUWL¿HG)XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQLQVWLWXWLRQV
in order to build and maintain a statistical
framework on Further and Higher Education in
Malta;

1. As per legal notices issued in 2012.
Laws of Malta., Education Act (CAP. 327): L.N. 296 of 2012; Further and Higher Education (Licensing, Accreditation and Quality Assurance)
Regulations, 2012
Laws of Malta., Education Act (CAP. 327): L.N. 294 of 2012; Malta Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning Regulations, 2012
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Y  SXEOLVKLQJVLJQL¿FDQWDQQXDOUHYLHZVRQHRIZKLFK
being the NCFHE Further and Higher Education
Statistics Report;
(vi) administering, updating, and advocating the Malta
4XDOL¿FDWLRQV )UDPHZRUN 04)  IRU /LIHORQJ
Learning and its regulations, and the publication of
a report on the referencing process of the MQF to
WKH(XURSHDQ4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUN (4) DQG
WR WKH 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV )UDPHZRUN RI WKH (XURSHDQ
Higher Education Area (QF/EHEA);
(vii) the licensing of Further and/or Higher education
service providers in Malta and maintaining an
updated register of these institutions;
(viii) the screening, validation, level-rating, and
accreditation of programmes of study and
recognition of courses based on the MQF and EQF;
(ix) the validation of Non-Formal and Informal
Learning;
(x) ensuring and maintaining a Quality Assurance
framework for Further and Higher Education
provision in Malta including the appointment of an
independent Quality Assurance Board;
(xi) informing the general public on Further and
Higher Education opportunities and promoting
participation;
(xii) and developing and updating from time to time, a
National Strategy for Further and Higher Education.
(VVHQWLDOO\ WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI WKH 0DOWD 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV
Framework (MQF) and its level descriptors2 which
is a nationally endorsed mechanism used as the basis
for the accreditation of programmes of study, since its
establishment in 2007, forms the back bone of the functions
of the NCFHE. It serves as a point of reference to the
entity’s day-to-day functions above mentioned. The MQF
is basically a hierarchical representation of all nationally
UHFRJQLVHGTXDOL¿FDWLRQVVWDUWLQJIURPWKHORZHVWOHYHORI
UHFRJQLVHGTXDOL¿FDWLRQVXSWRWKHKLJKHVWUHFRJQLVHGOHYHO
RITXDOL¿FDWLRQVWKDWDSHUVRQFDQDFKLHYH
7KH0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUNLVDOVRUHIHUHQFHGWR
WKH (XURSHDQ 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV )UDPHZRUN (4)  DOORZLQJ
IRU WKH FRPSDUDELOLW\ DQG UHFRJQLWLRQ RI TXDOL¿FDWLRQV
obtained from anywhere else across Europe. The MQF
features a holistic representation of all types of education
provision in Malta where one can clearly note the parity
of esteem represented between academic-based and
YRFDWLRQDOEDVHGTXDOL¿FDWLRQVDWDOOWKHGLIIHUHQWOHYHOVRI
the framework.

&KDUWLOOXVWUDWHVWKH0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUN
featuring the hierarchical structure of recognised
TXDOL¿FDWLRQVLQ0DOWDZLWKDFDGHPLFEDVHGTXDOL¿FDWLRQV
represented on the left hand-side, and the equally esteemed
YRFDWLRQDOHGXFDWLRQDQGWUDLQLQJ 9(7 TXDOL¿FDWLRQVRQ
the right-hand side respectively.
)XUWKHU(GXFDWLRQLVGH¿QHGDVDOOQRQFRPSXOVRU\IRUPDO
non-formal and informal learning which serves to obtain
DQDWLRQDOTXDOL¿FDWLRQFODVVL¿HGDW04)OHYHOVWRRU
D IRUHLJQ TXDOL¿FDWLRQ DW D FRPSDUDEOH OHYHO EH LW RI DQ
academic or vocational nature, and provided by licensed
service providers.3 7KHKLJKHVWTXDOL¿FDWLRQOHYHOWKDWRQH
may obtain at a Further level would be an MQF level 4
TXDOL¿FDWLRQ ZKLFK LV XVXDOO\ DQ HQWU\ SRLQW LQWR +LJKHU
WHUWLDU\  (GXFDWLRQ VXFK DV WKH 0DWULFXODWLRQ FHUWL¿FDWH
(A-levels and Intermediate levels) or the vocational
GLSORPDVH[WHQGHGGLSORPDVRUFHUWL¿FDWHVDW04)OHYHO
7KHVHW\SHVRITXDOL¿FDWLRQVDUHW\SLFDOO\REWDLQHGDW
a post-secondary level of education in post-secondary
institutions.
Academic/general education at this level is mostly provided
by three state post-secondary institutions, namely the G.F
Abela Junior College, Giovanni Curmi Higher Secondary,
and Sir M.A. Refalo Post-Secondary in Gozo; two statedependent institutions namely De La Salle College, and
St. Aloysius Sixth Form; three independent sixth forms
namely Verdala International School and St. Martin’s Sixth
Form and St. Edward’s International Baccalaureate Sixth
Form, together with numerous other public and private
tuition and training centres also offering academic based
full-time, part-time, or short courses at a Further level.
Vocational education at this level is predominantly provided
by two state-run institutions namely the Malta College of
Arts, Science and Technology (MCAST), and the Institute
of Tourism Studies (ITS). Nevertheless, there are other
numerous state-run and independent tuition and training
centres that provide vocational education and training on
many different areas of study ranging from artistic studies
to various occupational trades and disciplines.
Higher Education refers to all non-compulsory formal,
non-formal and informal learning or research which serves
WRREWDLQDQDWLRQDOTXDOL¿FDWLRQFODVVL¿HGDW04)OHYHOV
 WR  RU D IRUHLJQ TXDOL¿FDWLRQ DW D FRPSDUDEOH OHYHO
provided by licensed service providers.4 Tertiary education
in Malta is predominantly offered by the University of

2. More information on the MQF level descriptors for levels 1 to 8 can be obtained from the Malta Referencing Report; 3rd Revised Edition
April 2012; pp. 93-102
3. As per Laws of Malta., Education Act, Chapter 327, Article 63; pp. 34-35.
The term service provider refers to: a university, college, company, foundation, charity, trust, institute, subsidiary, branch, an entity of any of these,
or any other an individual or body corporate with similar scope.
4. As per Laws of Malta., Education Act Chapter (CAP. 327), Article 63; pp. 34-35.
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CHART 1.1 – MALTA’S QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK

(Source: National Commission for Further and Higher Education)

Malta. However, the main state post-secondary vocational
institutions are also providing programmes that reach up
to a tertiary level. The Malta College of Arts, Science and
Technology (MCAST) had for instance introduced the
Higher National Diploma courses at MQF level 5, and the
vocational degree courses at MQF level 6, the latter since
the year 2009. The Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS) had

also introduced courses at a Higher level up to MQF level
5, and have agreements on permeability mechanisms with
the University of Malta, in a way that Higher National
Diploma students at ITS could also further their studies
at Degree level at the University of Malta. Nevertheless,
tertiary level education is also provided by several private
institutions that run courses at MQF levels 5 and over.
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Although Further and Higher Education provision is
accessible to all persons at any age and not necessarily for
those beyond the age of compulsory education, especially
where it comes to certain sectoral 5 programmes of study,
or short courses offered by both private or public service
providers, for the purpose of this survey, for both levels
of education (Further and Higher), only those persons
over the age of compulsory education are counted to this
survey.6 Students enrolled within compulsory education
institutions under the Maltese compulsory education
system are automatically counted within the compulsory
education database system, which is separate to the
NCFHE’s database.
7KH 0DOWD 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV )UDPHZRUN 04)  WDEOH DV
illustrated in Chart 1.1 represents a hierarchy of full
TXDOL¿FDWLRQVDOVRUHIHUUHGWRDVDZDUGVZKHUHDQDZDUG
is in itself a judgement that an authority makes on the
successful completion of a task or a performance; it is a
product of a learning process.7 Therefore, complementing
WKH0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUNIRU/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJ
as illustrated by chart 1.1 is the design of an awards
policy dealing with an MQF Awards System, which was
referenced to the MQF in 2010-2011.8
Through this awards system all forms of learning being
formal, non-formal and informal is given recognition
DQGFODVVL¿HGXQGHURQHRUPRUHRIWKHVHDZDUGV$SDUW
from full-time and part-time programmes of study that
JHQHUDOO\ OHDG WR IXOO TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DV KLJKOLJKWHG LQ
chart 1.1, there is also the provision of short courses that
UHSUHVHQWRQO\DSDUWRIDIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQZKLFKDUHDOVR
given value and recognition; where although the level of
knowledge, skills and competences would be the same
WRWKDWRIIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQVDWDQ\SDUWLFXODUOHYHORIWKH
MQF, the difference between the two would be that of
workload, where a short course covers less workload
WKDQDSURJUDPPHRIVWXG\OHDGLQJWRDIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQ
Examples of these type of short courses leading to awards
include Customised Awards, Continuous Professional
Development Awards (both of which are based on a
minimum of 4 ECTS or ECVET), and Work-based Awards
(with a minimum of 5 ECVET credits), where regulating
and acknowledging short courses leading to awards is as
PXFKDVLPSRUWDQWDVDFNQRZOHGJLQJDIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQ
There are also Legacy Awards which are awards conferred
to individuals prior to 2007 and which still have relevance
to the labour market and employment.

+HUHXQGHU LV D OLVW RI  GLIIHUHQW FODVVL¿FDWLRQV RI
awards. These are used to capture the widest possible
DZDUGV V\VWHP WKDW EHVW ¿WV WKH 0DOWD 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV
Framework for lifelong learning.9 The eight awards are:
 Academic Higher Education Awards
Higher Vocational Education and Training
(VET) Awards
 Vocational Education and Training Awards
 Continuous Professional Development Awards
 Customised Awards
 Work-based Awards
 School Awards
 Higher and General Education Legacy Awards
 VET Legacy Awards
Furthermore, apart from having a fully established
1DWLRQDO 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV )UDPHZRUN WKH 04) ZKLFK
was referenced to the EQF and the QF/EHEA and which
was further developed and updated, also stemming from
it an MQF Awards System, after months of study and
discussions with the relevant stakeholders, NCFHE had
also concluded a mapping exercise between the MQF
and the ISCED international framework; where the
ISCED acts as a common measuring tool for statistical
reporting used by Eurostat.
,6&('VWDQGVIRU,QWHUQDWLRQDO6WDQGDUG&ODVVL¿FDWLRQRI
Education, which has been designed by the UNESCO in
the early 1970s. It is basically a hierarchical framework of
DOOHGXFDWLRQOHYHOV QRWTXDOL¿FDWLRQOHYHOV VHUYLQJDVD
statistical device for assembling, compiling and presenting
comparable indicators and statistics on education both
within individual countries and internationally. It presents
VWDQGDUG FRQFHSWV GH¿QLWLRQV DQG FODVVL¿FDWLRQV RI
the different education sectors that exist, with the aim
of assisting different countries to map their educational
system with this international framework in order to be
able to report statistics that can be comparable. NCFHE
concluded that after the establishment of the MQF, Malta
could interpret more precisely each of the ISCED levels
GH¿QLWLRQV LQ OLQH ZLWK 0DOWD¶V (GXFDWLRQDO 6\VWHP DQG
EDVHGRQWKH0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUN
$OWKRXJK ,6&(' FODVVL¿HV HGXFDWLRQ VHFWRUV DQG LV
primarily used as a statistical device, whereas the MQF
LVDTXDOL¿FDWLRQVIUDPHZRUNWKHLUVWUXFWXUDOUHODWLRQVKLS
will assist statisticians in Malta to gather comparable data

5. Sectoral programmes of study are pegged to a specific Sectoral Qualifications Framework which refers to qualifications/awards established by
a sector (e.g. for specific areas of a profession and artistic disciplines including visual and performing arts, etc). It shows what a learner knows,
understands and is able to do on the basis of a given qualification in a particular sector in terms of expected learning outcomes.
6. By law, compulsory education in Malta is up to the age of 16 years.
7. Refer to the Malta Referencing Report; 3rd Revised Edition April 2012; pp.128, 137, 140 for the MQF Awards System.
8. Refer to the Malta Referencing Report; 3rd Revised Edition April 2012; p.140; Table 34 for the MQF Awards System.
9. For more information on each of the 8 different classifications of awards on the MQF refer to the Malta Referencing Report; 3rd Revised Edition
April 2012; pp. 127-140

13 | NCFHE FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION STATISTICS 2012

CHART 1.2 – MAPPING OF THE ISCED 1997 AND 2011 WITH THE MALTA QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK

Malta Qualifications Framework

ISCED 1997

ISCED 2011

ISCED 6
Second Stage of Tertiary

ISCED 8
Doctoral Degree (PhD) or
equivalent

ISCED 5
First Stage of Tertiary
Education

ISCED 7
Master’s Degree or equivalent
ISCED 6

Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent

ISCED 5

Short-cycle tertiary (Undergraduate
Certificate, Diploma or equivalent)

ISCED 4
Post-Secondary Level

ISCED 4
Post-Secondary Level

ISCED 3
Upper Secondary Level

ISCED 3
Upper Secondary Level

ISCED 2
Lower Secondary Level

ISCED 2
Lower Secondary Level

ISCED 1
Primary Level

ISCED 1
Primary Level

ISCED 0
Pre-Primary Level

ISCED 02
Pre-Primary Level 3 years

ISCED 01
Pre-Primary Level 0 - 2 years
(Source: National Commission for Further and Higher Education)

ZKLFK ZLOO UHÀHFW WKH UHDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WKH YDULRXV
sectors of education. The mapping of the ISCED 1997
and 2011 framework with the MQF will facilitate the
work of statisticians when gathering data on students at
the different education levels that exist, and is especially
useful when answering to statistical requests from the
European Commission, for comparability of European
education statistics.
Currently, the ISCED 1997 framework is in force.
However, there has been the establishment of a revised

version of this, namely the ISCED 2011 framework,
which will come into force in 2014 and which is
closely modelled on the European Qualifications
Framework, making it more easier for EU Member
States to correctly and homogeneously interpret the
definition of the different ISCED levels for more
accurate and comparable statistical reporting. As
illustrated by Chart 1.2, the mapping exercise carried
out by NCFHE had been done in a way which reflects
both the older and the newer version of the ISCED
framework.
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THE ROLE OF THE NCFHE TO PUBLISH
KEY PERFORMANCE
INDICATORS AND
INTERNATIONAL BENCHMARKS

The NCFHE has developed this statistical report in
IXO¿OPHQWRILWVIXQFWLRQVXQGHU&KDSWHU$UWLFOH F 
and (d) of the Education Act, Laws of Malta as follows:
66. In reaching its aims, the Commission shall: …
(c) collect information, data and statistics as required for
the performance of its functions;
(d) publish studies and thematic reviews which it deems to
be important as relating to:
(i) national strategy for further and higher education;
(ii) key performance indicators on the further and
higher education sectors in Malta; and
(iii) benchmarking performance against international
developments;
Furthermore, Article 68 of the Education Act states that:
68. (1) The Commission shall have full access to all
information available to further and higher public
educational institutions and it shall have the right to
request all data it may require both from public and
private institutions and this data shall be transmitted
to it within a reasonable time from when it was
requested.
(2) The Commission shall have access to statistics
and to economic and social data as required so that
the Commission and its Secretariat may be able to
perform their functions

RESEARCH
METHODOLOGY
OF
THE
NCFHE FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION
STATISTICS SURVEY 2012
The research methods used for this particular study were
both primary and secondary data sources. The Primary
source of the local statistical data was the annual NCFHE
Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012,
which was conducted during the academic year starting
October 2011 ending June 2012. Data was collected from
the listed service providers in Malta being state (public
and state-funded), state-dependent (private and state-

funded), and independent (private and non-state funded),
providing Further and/or Higher Education.
An online survey electronic format information system
was used as the main research tool for acquiring primary
data. Institutions were asked to provide data as at the 31st
of March 2012. The reason for this cut-off date being
that at the beginning of each scholastic year (September/
October), students could still be indecisive whether to
choose, drop, or change a course or an institution. Being
after the end of the 1st semester, the 31st of March would
be a more reliable period for collecting statistics.
The NCFHE reviewed its online database and its
users’ guide in January 2012, outlining the structure
of information required from institutions and their
SURJUDPPHV$OOGH¿QLWLRQVRIWHUPVDQGFODVVL¿FDWLRQV
were outlined in this guide, which was also annexed
to this report for reference and for the interpretation of
results. All the listed institutions and tuition centres in
Malta were given access to the on-line database portal
to submit data to the NCFHE by the end of July 2012.
Given the complexity of the data required, the main staterun institutions have provided the data on a separate
VSHFL¿F TXHVWLRQQDLUH  $OO WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ JDWKHUHG
from the institutions was cleaned and consolidated into
one database. Several secondary data sources were
then used to compile international statistics.
In fact,
a benchmarking exercise was conducted to compare
indicators for Malta vis-à-vis the EU-27 and OECD
FRXQWULHV  $OO GDWD VRXUFHV ZHUH IXOO\ DQG VSHFL¿FDOO\
acknowledged where ever adopted from other sources by
means of in-text citations and bibliography at the end of
the report.
The online survey questionnaire required all service
providers to submit, if any, information on the full-time,
part-time, or short courses that they were running during
WKH SHULRG VSHFL¿HG DQG RQ WKH QXPEHU RI VWXGHQWV
enrolled to those courses.10 With regard to short courses,
only short courses which respect the national accreditation
system based on the MQF credit system were included
in the survey, meaning that only short courses respecting
the minimum number of credits respective for short
courses were considered.11 It is also important to state
that the Commission may have had updated previously
published statistics. Hence, any data mismatch between
past published material and new published material would
be due to data updates.

10. Apart from collecting statistics on full-time and part-time courses, given that some institutions also provide short courses at Further and/or Higher
levels which do not lead to a full qualification but which are still accredited and classified as awards, these courses and their student headcount are
also included in the survey, and their relevant statistics are also presented in some graphs in order to give a clearer picture of the level of human
capital in Malta, and of the services provided by Further and Higher Education service providers in Malta.
11. Refer to the Malta Referencing Report; 3rd Revised Edition April 2012; pp. 133-137; Tables 30, 31, 33 for more information on the short courses
MQF credit system.
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Chapter 2:
Further and Higher Education
at a Glance
This chapter provides an overall view on the Further and
Higher Education Sector in Malta in terms of student
participation in Further and Higher Education, where
statistics are split by sector (Further Academic Education,
Further Vocational Education, or Higher Education), by
¿HOGRIVWXG\DQGE\VWXGHQWGHPRJUDSKLFVVXFKDVDJH
and gender. Chart 2.1 provides the readers with an overall
glimpse of the sector for the past 17 years, representing
the absolute total student population in Further and
Higher Education as at the academic year ended June
2012, compared to previous academic years way back to
1995. For each academic year, from 1995 up to 2012,
statistics on student participation in Chart 2.1 are split by
sector (Further or Higher). The chart includes students at
all ages over the age of compulsory education following
full-time or part-time courses provided either during the
day, evening, or by means of distance learning.
The Total Higher Education series line represents students
at all ages above the age of compulsory education, that are
VSHFL¿FDOO\ IROORZLQJ WHUWLDU\ OHYHO RI HGXFDWLRQ DW IXOO
WLPHRUSDUWWLPHEDVLVOHDGLQJWRTXDOL¿FDWLRQVDW04)
levels 5-8. Statistics on Further Education are then split
into two categories, namely, Further Education that is
academic-based and Further Education that is vocationalbased. The Total Further (Academic) series line represents
students at all ages over the age of compulsory education,
WKDW DUH VSHFL¿FDOO\ IROORZLQJ IXUWKHU OHYHO DFDGHPLF
EDVHG HGXFDWLRQ OHDGLQJ WR TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW 04) OHYHOV
1-4, at full-time or part-time basis. Similarly, the Further
(Vocational) series line represents students at all ages
over the age of compulsory education, following further
OHYHOYRFDWLRQDOEDVHGHGXFDWLRQOHDGLQJWRTXDOL¿FDWLRQV
at MQF levels 1-4, at full-time or part-time basis. The
Total Further and Higher Education Population series line
depicts the total student population for each respective
academic year, including students that are enrolled in
Further level (academic-based and vocational-based)
education and in Higher levels of education. This series
line depicts the overall situation and clearly indicates that
12. The denominator being the total 17 year old cohort population at birth.

Malta has on the whole been witnessing increased student
participation in Further and Higher Education over the
years since 1995 up till today; representing an increase
of 74% in student participation over the last ten years
EHWZHHQ  DQG   ,Q WKH ODVW ¿YH \HDUV EHWZHHQ
2007 and 2012, the increase has been that of 35%, where
the year 2012 reported the highest student population that
of 27,781 students over the age of compulsory education,
that were enrolled within Further and Higher Education.
Furthermore, the Total Further (Academic) series line
depicts that over the past 17 years, student participation
in academic Further level education remained constantly
stable over the years; and although it has been on the
increase, during the last few years the increase was at
a less faster pace than that of student participation in
WKH YRFDWLRQDO ¿HOGV RI VWXG\  'HVSLWH WKLV ORRNLQJ DW
Chart 2.10 further on, one will note that the participation
UDWH VSHFL¿FDOO\ RI WKH  \HDU ROG FRKRUW SRSXODWLRQ LQ
Further education (academic and vocational) has been
ever increasing reaching up to 83% in 2012.12
The Total Further (Vocational) series line depicts that
over the past 17 years since 1995, student participation
in vocational Further Education has been increasing;
statistics showing drastic increases in student participation
in vocational education especially after 2001, following
the establishment of the Malta College of Arts, Science
and Technology (MCAST). Furthermore, one can note
that for the years 2008 till 2011, there was a change in the
trend of student’s choices, where at a further level, statistics
show that students were opting more for vocational-based
Further Education than for academic-based education.
However, in 2012 one can note a shift in this trend
where although the absolute total student population in
Further and Higher Education has increased, if one looks
VSHFL¿FDOO\DWWKH)XUWKHUOHYHOYRFDWLRQDOVHFWRURQHFDQ
note that there was a decrease in the number of students
following this type of education compared to the previous
year. This decrease was however counter balanced by
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CHART 2.1 – TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING FURTHER & HIGHER EDUCATION IN MALTA
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a drastic increase in the number of students enrolled
in Higher Education in 2012, with a total of 14,718
VWXGHQWV IROORZLQJ FRXUVHV OHDGLQJ WR TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW
MQF levels 5-8; representing an increase of 26% when
compared to enrolments in Higher Education in the
previous year.
Summing up, as at the academic year ended June 2012,
out of the total student population enrolled in Further
and Higher Education (27, 781), the share of students
LGHQWL¿HGZLWKLQWKH+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQVHFWRUZDVWKDWRI
ZKHUHDVWKHVKDUHRIVWXGHQWVLGHQWL¿HGZLWKLQWKH
Further Education sector was that of 47%, split by 24%
LQ WKH DFDGHPLF ¿HOG DQG  LQ WKH YRFDWLRQDO ¿HOG
13. All ages over the age of compulsory education in Malta were considered.

7KHUH KDV EHHQ D VLJQL¿FDQW VKLIW EHWZHHQ WKH VHFWRUV
in terms of student population, where there has been a
GHFUHDVHLQWKHQXPEHURIVWXGHQWVLGHQWL¿HGZLWKLQ
the Further Education sector when compared to the
previous year, but which have been counter balanced by
DVLJQL¿FDQWLQFUHDVHRILQWKHQXPEHURIVWXGHQWV
LGHQWL¿HGZLWKLQWKH+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQVHFWRUFRPSDUHG
to the previous year.13
In 2012, out of the total student population at a further
level (13,063), 51% of the students were following
studies of an academic nature, whereas 49% of the
students were following studies of a vocational nature;
PHDQLQJWKDWERWK¿HOGVDUHPRUHRUOHVVHTXDOO\SRSXODU
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CHART 2.2 – TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING FURTHER (ACADEMIC) EDUCATION BY GENDER
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ZLWK VWXGHQWV LQ 0DOWD  )RU WKH EHQH¿W RI WKH UHDGHUV
who may not be very familiar with the terms, academic
education refers to the conventional research-based
and theory-based education such as that provided by
Universities, whereas vocational education in Malta is
GH¿QHGVLPLODUO\WRWKHGH¿QLWLRQJLYHQE\81(6&2
Vocational education and training refers to that type of
education and training which is related to a trade and
which is closely related to the world of work.14 Generally,
vocational type of studies are characterised by hands-on
SUDFWLFH DQG LV GH¿QHG E\ WKH 81(6&2 DV ³HGXFDWLRQ
that is designed for learners to acquire the knowledge,
VNLOOV DQG FRPSHWHQFLHV VSHFL¿F WR D SDUWLFXODU

occupation or trade or class of occupations or trades.
Vocational education may have work-based components
(e.g. apprenticeships). Successful completion of such
programmes leads to labour-market relevant vocational
TXDOL¿FDWLRQVDFNQRZOHGJHGDVRFFXSDWLRQDOO\RULHQWHG
by the relevant national authorities and/or the labour
market.”15
Chart 2.2 portrays the total student population in Further
Education following courses of an academic nature for
the year 2012, split by gender. The chart shows that
from a total of 6,609 students enrolled within Further
academic education, the majority of students are females,
representing 55% of the population following studies at

14. MQC, (2010). VET Policy Report – Progress in the Policy Priority Areas for Vocational Education and Training. Malta, 2010.
15. UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2011), International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) 2011, United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation; p.81.
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CHART 2.3 – TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING FURTHER (VOCATIONAL) EDUCATION BY GENDER
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a Further academic level, while males represent a share
of 45% respectively. The same proportion of female and
male representation in this area has been witnessed in the
last two previous years.
Chart 2.3 portrays the total student population in Further
Education following courses of a vocational nature for the
year 2012, split by gender. As opposed to the situation
in the academic area of Further Education where female
participation is in the majority, the chart shows a different
trend in students’ choices by gender where it comes to
the vocational Further level area. Chart 2.3 depicts that
the share of males in Further vocational studies prevails
to that of females. From the total population of 6,454
students enrolled within the Further vocational area of
study, males represent the majority of the population with
a share of 57%, as opposed to females representing 43%
of the population respectively.

Chart 2.4 illustrates the total student participation in Higher
(tertiary) Education by gender for the academic year ended
7KHVWDWLVWLFDO¿JXUHVLOOXVWUDWHGLQWKLVFKDUWLQFOXGH
only students that are following full-time or part-time studies
DW+LJKHUOHYHOVOHDGLQJWRIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQVDW04)OHYHOV
5-8, and excludes those following short courses at Higher
OHYHO  +LJKHU HGXFDWLRQ OHDGV WR TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW 04)
OHYHOV  ZKHUH W\SLFDO IXOO TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW 04) OHYHO
5 would be an Undergraduate Diploma or Undergraduate
&HUWL¿FDWHDQGFRPSDUDEOHWRWKHVHDFDGHPLFTXDOL¿FDWLRQV
DWWKLVOHYHORQHZRXOG¿QGYRFDWLRQDOTXDOL¿FDWLRQVVXFK
as the Higher National Diploma and other home-grown
TXDOL¿FDWLRQV ZKLFK WKH 1&)+( ZRXOG KDYH DFFUHGLWHG
DW 04) OHYHO  RU DQ\ LQWHUQDWLRQDO TXDOL¿FDWLRQ ZKLFK
WKH1&)+(WKURXJKWKH0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV5HFRJQLWLRQ
Information Centre (MQRIC) would have recognised at
04)OHYHO7\SLFDOIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQVDW04)OHYHO
would be Bachelor’s Degree, Bachelor’s Degree with
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CHART 2.4 – TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING HIGHER EDUCATION BY GENDER
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Honours; be it of an academic or vocational nature, and any
RWKHU KRPHJURZQ TXDOL¿FDWLRQ ZKLFK ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ
accredited by NCFHE at MQF level 6, or an international
TXDOL¿FDWLRQ ZKLFK WKH 1&)+( WKURXJK WKH 045,&
would have recognised at MQF level 6. Typical MQF
OHYHO  TXDOL¿FDWLRQV ZRXOG LQFOXGH D 0DVWHU¶V 'HJUHH
D 3RVWJUDGXDWH 'LSORPD D 3RVWJUDGXDWH &HUWL¿FDWH DQG
DQ\ RWKHU KRPHJURZQ TXDOL¿FDWLRQ ZKLFK WKH 1&)+(
would have accredited at MQF level 7, or an international
TXDOL¿FDWLRQ ZKLFK WKH 1&)+( WKURXJK 045,& ZRXOG
KDYHUHFRJQLVHGDW04)OHYHO4XDOL¿FDWLRQVDW04)
OHYHODUHWKHKLJKHVWOHYHORITXDOL¿FDWLRQVWKDWRQHFDQ
achieve within the eight-tier hierarchical framework of
QDWLRQDOO\UHFRJQLVHGTXDOL¿FDWLRQV7\SLFDOTXDOL¿FDWLRQV
at this level include Doctoral Degrees (Ph.D.s) or any other
KRPHJURZQTXDOL¿FDWLRQZKLFKWKH1&)+(ZRXOGKDYH

DFFUHGLWHGDVOHYHORUDQLQWHUQDWLRQDOTXDOL¿FDWLRQZKLFK
the NCFHE through MQRIC would have recognised at
MQF level 8.
1HYHUWKHOHVV IRU DOO OHYHOV RI WKH 0DOWD 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV
Framework, including the higher levels (MQF levels 5-8),
DSDUWIURPREWDLQLQJDIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQXSRQVXFFHVVIXO
completion of a full-time or part-time programme of
study, a person can also obtain an award upon successful
completion of a short course. An award achieved through
DVKRUWFRXUVHLVQRWHTXLYDOHQWWRDIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQLQ
terms of workload. This is because it does not cover as
PXFK ZRUNORDG DV D IXOO TXDOL¿FDWLRQ  1HYHUWKHOHVV D
IXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQDQGDQDZDUGREWDLQHGWKURXJKDVKRUW
courseat any same level of the MQF, share the same level
of knowledge, skills, and competences.16

16. Refer to the Malta Referencing Report; 3rd Revised Edition April 2012; pp. 133-137; Tables 30, 31, 33 for more information on short courses
leading to awards.

St
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CHART 2.5 – TOTAL TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION BY FIELD OF STUDY
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Statistics including short courses and student headcount
in short courses leading to awards are shown separately in
Charts 2.11, 5.4, 5.5, 5.6, 5.8, and 5.9.
In 2012, Malta registered the highest number of student
enrolments in Higher/tertiary level of education, reaching
a total of 14,718 students. This was also the highest
registered increase throughout the past 17 years; with
a 26% increase in the student population following
studies at a Higher level from the previous year. From
the total population of 14,718 students enrolled within
Higher Education, for another consecutive year, females
represent the majority of the population with a share of
55%, whereas males represent 45% of the population
respectively; depicting a narrower gap between the

proportion of males and females in Higher Education
compared to the previous year, where there was a wider gap
between the proportion of male and female representation
in Higher Education. In 2012, there was a 20% increase
in the number of female enrolments in Higher Education,
and an increase of 33% in the number of male enrolments
in Higher Education from the previous year.17
Chart 2.5 further depicts the current trend of students’
FKRLFHVIRUWKRVHLQ+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQEDVHGRQ¿HOGVRI
study. The NCFHE groups the different areas of study
LQWR HLJKW VSHFL¿F ¿HOGV RI VWXG\ DV VSHFL¿HG E\ WKH
Eurydice European Unit, using the International Standard
&ODVVL¿FDWLRQRI(GXFDWLRQ ,6&(' 18 The chart shows
WKDW WKH PRVW SRSXODU ¿HOG RI VWXG\ DPRQJVW VWXGHQWV

17. Refer to the NCFHE, (2012). NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics 2011 report p. 17 for statistics on student participation in Higher
Education by gender for the year 2011.
18. UNESCO Institute for Statistics, (2011). International Standard Classification of Education 2011, United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation; p. 73 Refer to appendix for the full list of areas of study mapped to fields of study.
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CHART 2.6 – TOTAL FULL-TIME PROGRAMME STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING FURTHER & HIGHER
EDUCATION (being provided during the day, evening, or through distance learning)
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following Higher Education is the Social Science,
%XVLQHVV DQG /DZ ¿HOG   IROORZHG E\ +HDOWK DQG
Welfare with (14%). Humanities and Art (14%) is the
third popular followed by Education (12%); Science,
Mathematics and Computing (11%); Services (6%);
Engineering, Manufacturing and Construction (6%); and
WKHOHDVWSRSXODU¿HOGRIVWXG\EHLQJWKH$JULFXOWXUHDQG
Veterinary Science Field (0%).
For these last two academic years (2011, 2012), and
XQOLNH WKH SUHYLRXV \HDUV     WKH ¿HOG
of Health and Welfare remained the second most popular
¿HOG RI VWXG\ DV RSSRVHG WR LWV IRXUWK SODFHPHQW LQ WKH
previous years, where traditionally, the second most
SRSXODU ¿HOG RI VWXG\ ZLWK WHUWLDU\ OHYHO VWXGHQWV ZDV

WKH ¿HOG RI +XPDQLWLHV DQG $UWV ZKLFK LV QRZ EHLQJ
placed the third most popular. Similar changes in the
trend of students’ choices have also been witnessed
LQ RWKHU ¿HOGV VXFK DV EHWZHHQ WKH 6HUYLFHV DQG WKH
Engineering, Manufacturing and Construction where the
former has been rated as sixth in popularity as opposed
to being rated the seventh in all the pervious years
VLQFH7KHODWWHUWKDWLVWKH¿HOGRI(QJLQHHULQJ
Manufacturing and Construction, has been rated seventh
popular as opposed to its traditional sixth placement in
all the previous years since 2008, and this is despite that
in 2012 there was an increase in student participation
LQ WKLV ¿HOG UHJLVWHULQJ WKH KLJKHVW VWXGHQW HQUROPHQW
in this area compared to registered student enrolments
LQ WKLV VDPH ¿HOG RYHU WKH SUHYLRXV \HDUV 7KH UHDVRQ
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CHART 2.7 – TOTAL PART-TIME PROGRAMME STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING FURTHER & HIGHER
EDUCATION (being provided during the day, evening, or through distance learning)
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for the shift in popularity placement between these
WZR ¿HOGV LV GXH WR WKH VLJQL¿FDQW LQFUHDVH LQ VWXGHQW
SDUWLFLSDWLRQLQVXEMHFWVZLWKLQWKH¿HOGRI6HUYLFHVZLWK
a total student population of 908 students who opted
IRUWKLV¿HOGRIVWXG\ZKHUHLIRQHORRNVDWFKDUWLQ
the following chapter, the average student population in
WKLV¿HOGWKURXJKRXWWKHSUHYLRXV\HDUV  KDV
been that of approximately 200 students. The popularity
SODFHPHQW RI WKH RWKHU ¿HOGV RI VWXG\ UHPDLQHG
unchanged when compared to the previous year.
Academic or vocational Further and Higher education
provision is offered through full-time programmes of
study, part-time programmes of study, or through the
provision of short courses. In general, full-time or part-

WLPHSURJUDPPHVOHDGWRIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQVZKHUHDVVKRUW
courses lead to awards.
Chart 2.6 depicts the overall student population in Malta
VSHFL¿FDOO\ IROORZLQJ )XUWKHU DQG +LJKHU (GXFDWLRQ
programmes of study at a full-time basis; be it provided
during the day, evening, or by means of distance learning.
It portrays the total full-time student population at Further
and Higher levels aggregately, as well as separately by
sector (Further Academic / Vocational Education or
Higher Education).
The graph shows that there was a 3% increase in the total
number of students enrolled in full-time programmes
of study at Further and Higher levels altogether when

23 | NCFHE FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION STATISTICS 2012

CHART 2.8 – 17 YEAR OLD PARTICIAPTION RATE IN FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION
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compared to the previous year. Chart 2.6 also depicts that
for two consecutive years namely in 2010 and 2011, Malta
had witnessed a change in the trend of students’ choices,
whereby unlike traditionally, the majority of students from
WKH VKDUH RI VWXGHQWV VSHFL¿FDOO\ HQUROOHG LQ IXOOWLPH
studies at a Further level opted for vocational studies rather
than for academic-based studies. Looking at statistics
in 2012, it can be noted that the conventionally chosen
academic-based studies became more popular again, where
in fact there has been a reverse shift in the trend of students’
choices, indicating that students in 2012 opted more for
academic-based studies rather than for vocational-based
studies when it comes to full-time programmes.
Furthermore, despite that the chart shows a 3% increase
in the number of students following full-time Further and
Higher Education as an aggregate compared to the previous
year, one can note that in 2012, the number of students
IROORZLQJIXOOWLPHHGXFDWLRQVSHFL¿FDOO\DWD)XUWKHUOHYHO
(academic and vocational) has decreased slightly compared
to the previous year. Nevertheless, this has been made up

IRUE\DVLJQL¿FDQWLQFUHDVHWKDWRILQWKHQXPEHURI
student enrolments in full-time Higher Education. The
graph also shows that over the past 17 years since 1995,
total student participation in Further and Higher Education
programmes of study offered at a full-time basis had been
on the whole increasing with the highest registered number
of full-time students in the years 2010 (20,561)and 2012
(20,556).
Similar to Chart 2.6, Chart 2.7 depicts the situation of
student participation in Further and Higher Education,
this time, in part-time programmes of study which can
be provided either during the day, evening, or by means
of distance learning. Overall, throughout the past 17
years since 1995, the popularity in part-time programmes
RI VWXG\ KDV EHHQ RQ WKH LQFUHDVH  $IWHU VLJQL¿FDQW
increases in the year 2011, in 2012, as an aggregate,
student participation in part-time programmes of study
has decreased slightly, nevertheless, still representing a
KLJKSDUWLFLSDWLRQUDWH,QIDFWRYHUWKHSDVW¿YH\HDUV
the student population in part-time Further and Higher
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CHART 2.9 – 19 YEAR OLD PARTICIPATION RATE IN FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION
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Education programmes of study has increased by over
two times as much as the student population in 2007.
Chart 2.7 also indicates that in the year 2012, the most
VLJQL¿FDQW LQFUHDVHV ZHUH HYLGHQW LQ SDUWWLPH WHUWLDU\
programmes of study. The chart also illustrates that parttime vocational programmes at a further level tend to
be more popular than part-time academic programmes
at that same level, and this is despite the fact that
there has been a decrease in the number of students
enrolled in part-time vocational programmes of study
for the year 2012 when compared to the previous year.
&KDUW  GHSLFWV VLJQL¿FDQW LQIRUPDWLRQ  ,W LOOXVWUDWHV
the 17 year old participation rate in Further and Higher
education over the past 13 years since 1999. The reason
IRUIRFXVLQJVWDWLVWLFDODQDO\VLVVSHFL¿FDOO\RQDJHFRKRUW
LVEHFDXVHWKLVDJHLVVLJQL¿FDQWO\LPSRUWDQWJLYHQWKDW
if one follows the traditional route of education, at this age,
students would normally start their post-secondary stage
RIHGXFDWLRQDIWHUWKH\ZRXOGKDYH¿QLVKHGFRPSXOVRU\

education. Therefore, keeping in mind that compulsory
education in Malta is until a person reaches the age of
\HDUVWKHDJHFRKRUWLVVLJQL¿FDQWO\LPSRUWDQWDV
it is the stage where students are no longer obliged to
be in education, and hence, education statistics on this
particular cohort indicate how many young persons in
Malta are continuing their studies at Further or Higher
OHYHOVULJKWDIWHUWKH\¿QLVKFRPSXOVRU\HGXFDWLRQ
Similar to the previous year, very positive results from
the 2012 survey indicate an 83% 17 year old student
participation rate, out of the total population (at birth)
of the same age cohort. This means that most of the
17 year olds from the 17 year old cohort population in
Malta are continuing their studies after reaching the age
of compulsory education, representing an 18% increase
in the 17 year old student participation rate in Further
DQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQRYHUWKHSDVW¿YH\HDUVIURP
in 2007 to 83% in 2012.
Furthermore, apart from the fact that out of the total 17
year old cohort population 83% represent students, others
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CHART 2.10 – 17 AND 19 YEAR OLD STUDENT POPULATION IN FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION
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3,780
5,147

2,480
1,473
13
3,966
4,826

2,391
1,305
130
3,826
4,613

36%
6%
1%
43%
57%
100%

28%
15%
1%
45%
55%
100%

44%
11%
0%
56%
44%
100%

50%
17%
0%
66%
34%
100%

47%
20%
0%
67%
33%
100%

39%
20%
0%
59%
41%
100%

44%
21%
0%
65%
35%
100%

40%
19%
0%
59%
41%
100%

42%
18%
0%
60%
40%
100%

47%
26%
0%
73%
27%
100%

51%
31%
0%
82%
18%
100%

52%
28%
3%
83%
17%
100%

272
408
1,076
1,756
5,711

34
612
1,240
1,886
5,794

141
582
1,324
2,047
5,571

211
930
1,242
2,383
5,430

176
808
1,315
2,299
5,245

346
884
1,318
2,548
5,314

122
880
1,372
2,374
5,533

613
1,129
1,336
3,078
5,584

742
1,103
1,369
3,214
5,368

638
943
1,411
2,992
5,302

319
1,148
1,362
2,829
5,474

355
873
1,628
2,856
5,147

12%
19%
31%
69%
100%

11%
21%
33%
67%
100%

13%
24%
37%
63%
100%

21%
23%
44%
56%
100%

19%
25%
44%
56%
100%

23%
25%
48%
52%
100%

18%
25%
43%
57%
100%

31%
24%
55%
45%
100%

35%
26%
61%
39%
100%

30%
27%
56%
44%
100%

27%
25%
52%
48%
100%

24%
32%
56%
44%
100%

* ‘Others’ refers to those persons who are not registered in any of the institutions that participated in the survey.
(Source: 1994–2005 NSO Education Statistics; 2006-2007 NCHE provisional data; 2008-2012 NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012)

(17%) represent those persons at the age of 17 who are
not registered in any of the institutions that participated
in the 2012 survey. Nevertheless, this does not mean
that these persons are not furthering their studies. Some
of these persons may be enrolled in Further or Higher
Education institutions that did not participate in the
survey.
Chart 2.9 depicts the same analysis extended to age 19
ZKLFK LV DOVR VLJQL¿FDQW  7KLV LV EHFDXVH LI D SHUVRQ
had to follow the traditional route of education without
stopping at any level, generally, at age 19 a student would
have just ended the two-year post-secondary level of
education and entered into the tertiary/Higher level of
education. Out of the 19 year old cohort population (at
birth), the student participation rate in Further and Higher
education for the year 2012 was that of 56%; whereas
others (44%) represents those persons at the age of 19
years who were not registered in any of the institutions
that participated in the survey. Nevertheless, this does not

mean that these persons were not furthering their studies.
Some of these persons may have been enrolled in Further
or Higher Education institutions that did not participate
in the survey.
Out of a 56% 19 year old student participation rate, the
VKDUHRIVWXGHQWVVSHFL¿FDOO\HQUROOHGLQ)XUWKHUOHYHORI
education was that of 24%; whereas the share of students
VSHFL¿FDOO\ HQUROOHG LQ +LJKHU OHYHOV RI HGXFDWLRQ ZDV
that of 32% respectively. This means that for the year
2012, at this age, most of the students that were enrolled
ZLWKLQ )XUWKHU DQG +LJKHU HGXFDWLRQ ZHUH LGHQWL¿HG
within programmes at a Higher level; whereas less
VWXGHQWVDWWKLVDJHZHUHLGHQWL¿HGZLWKLQSURJUDPPHV
at a Further level. Having more 19 year old students
enrolled in Higher levels of education than in Further
levels is certainly a positive scenario; nevertheless, there
is still a substantial share of 19 year old students who at
that age are still following programmes at a Further level
of education. The reason for this may vary in cases, such
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CHART 2.11 – STUDENT POPULATION SPLIT BY AGE IN FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION FOR THE YEAR
2012 (incl. short courses)
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69
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808
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1551

1041
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3350
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(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

as having repeaters, or students who have left education at
WKHDJHRIRUDIWHU¿QLVKLQJFRPSXOVRU\HGXFDWLRQ
who decide to engage back in education at the age of 19
years. Most of these students are being absorbed by the
state-run Malta College of Arts, Science and Technology
(MCAST), and the Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS);
where both institutions offer an extensive variety of
vocational education and training courses at different
¿HOGV DQG DUHDV RI VWXGLHV RIIHULQJ SURJUDPPHV RI
study ranging from MQF levels 1 to 6, meaning that they
cater for both Further educational levels as well as for
Higher levels. A 4% increase in the 19 year old student
participation rate can also be noted from the previous
year from 52% in 2011 to 56% in 2012.
Chart 2.10 provides a more detailed analysis of the 17
and 19 year old cohort student population in Further and
Higher Education for the past 13 years between 1999 and

2012. It depicts a detailed breakdown of statistics for
both age cohorts, split by sector (Further Academic level
/ Further Vocational level or Higher level). Participation
rates are then based upon the total population (at birth) for
each age cohort for each year respectively.
If one looks at the 17 year old cohort of the population,
for the year 2012, from a total population (at birth) of
SHUVRQVWKRVHVSHFL¿FDOO\HQUROOHGZLWKLQ)XUWKHU
and Higher education reached up to 83%, while others
represent 17%.19 From an 83% student participation rate
in Further and Higher education, 52% of which were
VSHFL¿FDOO\HQUROOHGLQ)XUWKHU$FDGHPLF(GXFDWLRQ
of which were enrolled in Further Vocational Education;
whereas 3% were registered as following studies at a
Higher level. An interesting result can be noted for this
particular age cohort. If one refers back to chart 2.1, one
can note that for the year 2012, as a total, there is not

19. ‘Others’ refers to those persons at the age of 17 years who are not registered in any of the institutions that participated in the 2012 survey.
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much discrepancy between student population in Further
Academic and Further Vocational studies, nevertheless,
ORRNLQJDWFKDUWLWFDQEHQRWHGWKDWVSHFL¿FDOO\DW
age 17, most of the students were registered in academicbased Further level programmes (52%), whereas a
VPDOOHU VKDUH  ZHUH LGHQWL¿HG ZLWKLQ YRFDWLRQDO
based courses. This means that in Malta, at age 17, most
students who continue education right after compulsory
education tend to opt for academic-based education, and
this is evident throughout the past 13 years.
Given that chart 2.1 indicates that in total, there is
not much discrepancy between students enrolled in
academic-based studies and vocational-based studies at
a further level, and keeping in mind the discrepancy in
statistics between the two areas for age cohort 17, then
this means that some students in Malta tend to opt for
vocational studies at a later stage.
This could be triggered by several instances such
as students failing Matriculation academic-based
examinations who then decide to opt for vocational
courses, or 17 year olds who were following Further
academic-based studies and who have simply have left
education and decided to enrol back in education at a later
stage opting for vocational courses, or it could also be
the result of students following Further level academicbased studies who would have changed institution to
follow a vocational programme of study.
Chart 2.10 also illustrates that as at the year 2012, from
the total 19 year old cohort population (at birth) of
5,147 persons, 56% were enrolled in Further and Higher
HGXFDWLRQ RXW RI ZKLFK VWXGHQWV HQUROOHG VSHFL¿FDOO\
in Further level programmes were 24%, whereas
32% of the students were registered in Higher level
programmes. Others (44%) represent those persons at

the age of 19 years who were not registered in any of the
institutions that participated in the 2012 survey. There
was an increase of 4% in tertiary level students from
the previous year. Looking at chart 2.10, it can also be
noted that for four consecutive years (2008-2011), at age
19, that is the age where students would normally start
tertiary education if one had to take the traditional route
of education without any breaks in between transition,
the trend shows that the majority of the students were
enrolled in Further Education rather than in Higher
Education. This may be due to repeaters or delays in
transition. However, more positive results for the year
2012 show that at age 19, the majority of students that
were enrolled in Further and Higher education were
registered in the Higher levels of education.
Chart 2.11 shows a graph depicting by age the
distribution of the total student population in Further
and Higher Education by sector (Further or Higher)
including short courses. Statistics by sector include
students that are following courses at full-time or partWLPHEDVLVZKLFKDWWKHHQGOHDGWRIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQV
Furthermore, this chart also includes those students
that are following short courses at Further or Higher
levels, where statistics depicting student participation
in short courses split by age are shown separately as
illustrated by chart 2.11.
Results show that at ages 17 and 18, the majority of
students were following studies at a Further level, and
that most tertiary level students in Malta fall within age
bracket 19 to 23 years; with the 20 year old student cohort
representing the highest share of students in tertiary
education. The graph also shows that the majority of 30+
full-time and part-time students were following studies
at a Higher/tertiary level. Short courses were also very
popular with 30+ students.
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Chapter 3:
Key Trends and Benchmarks in
Further and Higher Education
This chapter focuses mostly on the goals set by Europe
2020 Strategy for the decade 2010-2020. It looks at
national benchmarks vis-à-vis EU-27 benchmarks in
Further and Higher Education and at the progress achieved
so far.20 The scope is to analyse and compare statistics
over the past years, looking at national developments in
this sector as at the year end 2012, which could provide
indicative future scenarios for this sector in terms of
reaching the set benchmarks.
To measure progress in meeting the Europe 2020 goals, 5
headline targets have been agreed for the EU as a whole.
2QH RI WKHVH ¿YH KHDGOLQH WDUJHWV ORRNV DW LPSURYLQJ
the EU’s performance in education, mainly aiming to
increase the proportion of persons having completed
tertiary education, and to reduce the number of early
leavers from education and training. The latter, being
one of the headline indicators of Europe 2020 focusing
on education and training refers to the Early School
/HDYLQJ (6/  UDWH ZKHUH WKH LQGLFDWRU VSHFL¿FDOO\
UHIHUV WR WKH ³SHUFHQWDJH RI WKH SRSXODWLRQ DJHG 
with at most lower secondary education (ISCED levels
0, 1, 2 or 3c short) and who were not in further education

or training during the last four weeks preceding the
survey”.21
The EU target is to reduce the Early School Leaving rate
by less than 10% by 2020.22 Nevertheless, these EUlevel benchmarks are then translated into national targets
WR UHÀHFW PRUH UHDOLVWLF WDUJHWV EDVHG RQ WKH GLIIHUHQW
circumstances of each Member State. Malta had set a
target of reducing the Early School Leaving rate to 29%
by 2020.23 This goal has already been reached, where as
at the year ended 2012 the reported ESL rate for Malta
was that of 22.6%.24 Henceforth, the NCFHE is currently
working on recommending a revised target for Malta.
A measure of early school leavers has nothing to do with
drop-outs or school leavers after the age of compulsory
education, in Malta at the age of 16 years. An early school
OHDYHUKDVWRVSHFL¿FDOO\PHHWWKHFULWHULDVHWE\GH¿QLWLRQ
given to the ESL rate by the European Commission and
as stipulated by Eurostat as above mentioned, namely: the
percentage of the population aged 18 to 24 years with at
most lower secondary education (ISCED levels 0, 1, 2, 3c
short) and who are not in Further Education or training.25

20. EU-28 as from June 2013; Croatia being the 28th country that has joined the European Union on 30th June 2013.
Given that this report focuses on statistical results for the year 2012, only EU-27 benchmarks and statistics are considered in this report.
European Commission – News: EU Explained – EU Affairs
Date accessed: 22/08/2013
Retrieved online: http://ec.europa.eu/news/eu_explained/130701_en.htm
21. Eurostat online database – Statistics: Europe 2020 Indicators
Date accessed: 22/08/2013
Retrieved online: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_SDDS/EN/t2020_40_esmsip.htm
22. Eurostat online database – Statistics: Europe 2020 Indicators
Date accessed: 22/08/2013
Retrieved online: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/europe_2020_indicators/headline_indicators
23. This was also highlighted in Malta’s National Reform Programme under the Europe 2020 Strategy document (April 2013), where it was stated that
Malta is in the process of revising its 29% ESL target given that the target has already been reached.
Ministry of Finance, 2013. Malta’s National Reform Programme under the Europe 2020 Strategy, Malta, Valletta: Policy Development Directorate,
Ministry for Finance; p. 15
24. Eurostat online database – Statistics: Europe 2020 Indicators
Date accessed: 22/08/2013
Retrieved online:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&plugin=0&language=en&pcode=t2020_40&table
25. European Commission: Commission Staff Working Paper- Reducing early school leaving, Brussels, 2011; p.5, and Eurostat online database – Statistics:
Europe 2020 Indicators
Date accessed: 22/08/2013
Retrieved online: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_SDDS/EN/t2020_40_esmsip.htm
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CHART 3.1 – MAPPING OF THE MQF WITH THE ISCED 1997 AND 2011 FRAMEWORK

Malta Qualifications Framework

ISCED 1997

ISCED 2011

ISCED 6
Second Stage of Tertiary

ISCED 8
Doctoral Degree (PhD) or
equivalent

ISCED 5
First Stage of Tertiary
Education

ISCED 7
Master’s Degree or equivalent
ISCED 6

Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent

ISCED 5

Short-cycle tertiary (Undergraduate
Certificate, Diploma or equivalent)

ISCED 4
Post-Secondary Level

ISCED 4
Post-Secondary Level

ISCED 3
Upper Secondary Level

ISCED 3
Upper Secondary Level

ISCED 2
Lower Secondary Level

ISCED 2
Lower Secondary Level

ISCED 1
Primary Level

ISCED 1
Primary Level

ISCED 0
Pre-Primary Level

ISCED 02
Pre-Primary Level 3 years

ISCED 01
Pre-Primary Level 0 - 2 years
(Source: National Commission for Further and Higher Education)

The ISCED Framework is therefore used as a common
measure in order to be feasible for each member state
to map its educational system with each of the ISCED
Framework level criteria, and make available statistics
that can be comparable. 26

.HHSLQJ LQ PLQG WKH GH¿QLWLRQV DQG FULWHULD RI HDFK
of the ISCED framework levels, and comparing
WKHVHGH¿QLWLRQVWRRXUHGXFDWLRQDOV\VWHPDQGWRRXU
1DWLRQDO4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUNDVSHUWKHPDSSLQJ
exercise in chart 3.1,27 for Malta, an early school leaver

26. The ISCED Framework stands for International Standard Classification of Education, designed by the UNESCO, and acts as a common measuring
tool for all Member States, such as in calculating the ESL rate. It serves as an instrument suitable for assembling, compiling and presenting
comparable indicators and statistics on education both within individual countries and internationally.
27. Refer to ISCED 1997 and ISCED 2011 documents for information on the definitions and criteria set for each ISCED level.
UNESCO, 2006. International Standard Classification of Education ISCED 1997, UNESCO Institute for Statistics.
UNESCO, 2011. Revision of the International Standard Classification of Education – International Standard Classification of Education ISCED 2011,
Paris, UNESCO Institute for Statistics.
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would be a person aged between 18 to 24 years old
(18 and 24 included) who does not posses 5 or more
6(& SDVVHV LQ DQ\ VXEMHFW RU DQ\ RWKHU TXDOL¿FDWLRQ
FODVVL¿HG DW 04) /HYHO  ,6&(' OHYHO   DQG ZKR
is or was not furthering studies at Further or Higher
level through a full-time or part-time programme of
study, apprenticeship scheme or work-study formal
environment in any licensed private or public Further
and Higher Education institution in Malta during the
last four weeks preceding the survey.28

Put simpler, a person between 18 to 24 years old who
VDWLV¿HV DW OHDVW RQH RI WKH WZR FRQGLWLRQV EHORZ LV QRW
considered to be an early school leaver.
(a) having at least a minimum of 5 SEC passes in
DQ\VXEMHFWRUDQ\RWKHUTXDOL¿FDWLRQFODVVL¿HG
at MQF Level 2 or over;
(b) must be enrolled in education or training at the
time of the survey or during the last four weeks
SUHFHGLQJWKHVXUYH\IRUZKLFKTXDOL¿FDWLRQVRU
awards achieved are accredited.

Benchmark
Based upon the mapping exercise of the MQF with the ISCED 1997 and 2011 Framework, Malta’s Early School
Leaving Rates in comparison with the ESL rates of the EU-27 for the years 2010 to 2012 progressed as follows: 29
Geo \ Time

2010

2011

2012

TARGET

EU-27

14.0%

13.5%

12.8%

10%

Malta

24.8%

23.6%

22.6%

29%

(Source: Extracted from Eurostat Online Database – Statistics: Europe 2020 Indicators)

The Early School Leavers (ESL) 2020 target for the EU-27 is 10%, whereas the target for Malta is 29%. The
target for Malta has been reached; henceforth Malta is working on revising its ESL 2020 target. Furthermore, the
National Curriculum Framework (NCF) has set 2025 as the year in which Malta should reach the 10% ESL target
set by the European Council.30

Benchmark
Another headline indicator of Europe 2020 focusing on education and training is the share of the population aged
30 to 34 years having a tertiary educational attainment as illustrated in chart 3.2.31 The EU-27 target for 2020 is
to increase the share of the population aged 30 to 34 having completed tertiary education to at least 40%. Malta’s
2020 target is that of 33%. As at the year end 2012, according to Eurostat, Malta reported a rate of 22.4%; whereas
that for the EU-27 was that of 35.8%.
Geo \ Time

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

TARGET

EU-27

28.9%

30.0%

31.0%

32.2%

33.5%

34.6%

35.8%

40%

Malta

21.6%

21.5%

20.9%

21.0%

21.5%

21.4%

22.4%

33%

(Source: Extracted from Eurostat Online Database – Statistics: Europe 2020 Indicators)

28. The threshold for SEC passes was a decision which was taken by the Ministry for Education and Employment after the NCFHE carried out
its recommendation on the mapping of the ISCED 1997 and 2011 Frameworks with the Malta Qualifications Framework (MQF) for Lifelong
Learning.
29. EUROSTAT has officially endorsed our workings and our re-mapping. In a letter sent to NSO in December 2012, EUROSTAT supported and
agreed with the amendments proposed “as this is fully compatible with the education classification used at EU level (ISCED) and improves the
comparability of results across the European Union” (letter to NSO ref. ESTAT/FO/F5/EBC/CC/sk 1742202).
30. MEDE, 2012. An Early School Leaving Strategy for Malta – A Report prepared by the Office of the Permanent Secretary identifying 32 actions that
attract more learners to Lifelong Learning, Malta, Ministry of Education and Employment; (Preface) pp. vi-vii
31. The share of the population aged 30-34 years who have successfully completed university or university-like (tertiary-level) education with an
education level ISCED 1997 (International Standard Classification of Education) of 5-6.
Eurostat online database – Statistics: Europe 2020 Indicators
Date accessed: 22/08/2013
Retrieved online: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&language=en&pcode=t2020_41&plugin=1
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CHART 3.2 – THE (%) OF THE POPULATION AGED 30 TO 34 YEARS OLD HAVING COMPLETED TERTIARY
EDUCATION

45%

SHARE OF STUDENT POPULATION (%)

40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
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0%
2005
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2008
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EU & MALTA
2020
TARGET

EU-27 Average

28%

30%

31%

32%

34%

35%

36%

40%

Malta

18%

22%

21%

21%

22%

21%

22%

33%

YEARS
(Source: Extracted from Eurostat Online Database: Statistics: Europe 2020 Indicators)

As highlighted by Eurostat, amongst the EU Member
States, the proportion of those persons aged 30 to 34
who have completed tertiary education ranges from 22%
in Italy, Romania and Malta, to 51% in Ireland.32 It was
also highlighted that in 2012, the highest proportions
of those aged 30 to 34 years having completed tertiary
education were found in Ireland (51.1%), Cyprus
(49.9%), Luxembourg (49.6%), and Lithuania (48.7%),
and that the lowest attainment rates for 30 to 34 year
olds in Higher Education were found in Italy (21.7%),
Romania (21.8%), and Malta (22.4%). Eight Member

States namely Denmark, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Finland and Sweden have
already met or exceeded their 2020 national targets for
this indicator.33
Looking at the EU-27 average in 2012, a higher proportion
of women (40.0%) aged 30 to 34 had completed tertiary
education than men (31.6%).34 A similar scenario was
DOVR UHÀHFWHG LQ 0DOWD ZKHUH PRUH IHPDOHV  
KDYHDWWDLQHGWHUWLDU\OHYHOTXDOL¿FDWLRQVUDWKHUWKDQPHQ
(20.7%) from the 30 to 34 year old cohort population.35

32. Eurostat News release 56/2013 – Europe 2020 headline indicators on education, April 2013
Date accessed: 22/08/2013
Retrieved online: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-11042013-BP/EN/3-11042013-BP- EN.PDF
33. Ibid
34. Ibid
35. Ibid
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Furthermore, according to the NCHE Further and Higher
Education Strategy 2020 (April 2009), which draws up
the recommendations of the former National Commission
for Higher Education in terms of strategic goals set for
the next decade, the highlighted priority areas which were
then transformed into four strategic objectives recommend
that Malta is to:
(i) attract more young students and adults into Further
and Higher Education;
(ii) ensure fair and open access to all students willing to
further their studies;
(iii) become a centre of excellence in education and
research;
(iv) sustain public responsibility for adequate regulation,
resources and funding to secure an inclusive,
qualitative and responsible education system.

It is important to note that although the NCHE Further
and Higher Education Strategy 2020 was aimed at
setting targets for the next decade 2010-2020, given that
it was prepared and published in April 2009, it has no
relationship with the Europe 2020 Strategy document and
the targets established by the European Council. This is
because the Europe 2020 Strategy was adopted later in
June 2010.
One of the top priority areas as recommended by the
NCHE Further and Higher Education Strategy 2020 was
WRDWWUDFWRIVWXGHQWV¿QLVKLQJFRPSXOVRU\HGXFDWLRQ
into Further and Higher Education by 2015.36 Based on
the results of the NCFHE statistics survey, for the year
2012, the 17 year old student participation rate in Further
and Higher Education went up to 83%. This means that
reaching the target of 85% by 2015 of student enrolments
in Further and Higher education for those who have just
¿QLVKHG FRPSXOVRU\ HGXFDWLRQ LV D UHDOLVWLF WDUJHW IRU
Malta.

Benchmark
\HDUROGVWXGHQWSDUWLFLSDWLRQUDWHVLQ)XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQLQ0DOWDKDYHVLJQL¿FDQWO\LQFUHDVHGLQWKH
last three years when compared to the last 13 years between 1999 and 2012 with a participation rate of (43%) in
1999, (45%) in 2002, (56%) in 2003, (66%) in 2004, (59%) in 2006, (59%) in 2008, to (73%) in 2010, (82%) in
2011, and 83% in 2012.

Year

17 year old student
participation rate

1999 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

43%

45%

56%

66%

67%

59%

65%

59%

60%

73%

82%

83%

NCHE
F&HE
Strategy
2020
TARGET
85%

(Source: 1994–2005 NSO Education Statistics; 2006-2007 NCHE provisional data; 2008-2012 NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2008,
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012)

36. NCHE, 2009. Further and Higher Education Strategy 2020 – Recommendations of the National Commission for Higher Education, Malta, National
Commission for Higher Education; p. 36
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Benchmark
Encouraging more students to undertake studies in areas relevant to Malta’s economic, cultural and social
GHYHORSPHQWLVDQRWKHUSULRULW\DUHDLGHQWL¿HGE\WKHNCHE Further and Higher Education Strategy 2020. The
GRFXPHQW KLJKOLJKWHG WKDW 0DOWD LV WR LQFUHDVH UHFUXLWPHQW WR VFLHQWL¿F DQG WHFKQLFDO VWXGLHV E\  RYHU WKH
next 10 years.37 Based on Eurostat data, student enrolment in Malta in Higher Education programmes (ISCED
OHYHOV   VSHFL¿FDOO\ LQ VFLHQFH PDWKHPDWLFV DQG FRPSXWLQJ DV ZHOO DV LQ HQJLQHHULQJ PDQXIDFWXULQJ DQG
construction developed as follows 38:
Field \ Time

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

2009

2010

2011

VFLHQWL¿F WHFKQLFDO
students - EU

25%

26%

26%

25%

25%

25%

24%

25%

24%

24%

24%

25%

Total students
in HE - MT

6,315

7,422

7,259

8,946

7,867

9,441

8,922

9,811

9,472

10,352

10,840

11,446

7RWDOLQVFLHQWL¿F WHFKQLFDO
studies - MT

728

817

887

1,141

1,166

1,298

1,428

1,782

1,630

1,687

2,797

2,369

VFLHQWL¿F WHFKQLFDO
students - MT

12%

11%

12%

13%

15%

14%

16%

18%

17%

16%

26%

21%

(Source: Extracted from Eurostat online database: Education and Training: Database- Enrolments, graduates, entrants, personnel, and
ODQJXDJHOHDUQLQJ±DEVROXWHQXPEHUV7HUWLDU\6WXGHQWV ,6&(' E\¿HOGRIHGXFDWLRQDQGVH[ HGXFBHQUO

%DVHG RQ 1&)+( GDWD DPRQJVW WKH WRWDO VWXGHQW SRSXODWLRQ VSHFL¿FDOO\ HQUROOHG LQ +LJKHU (GXFDWLRQ WKH
SHUFHQWDJHRIVWXGHQWVHQUROOHGLQVFLHQWL¿FDQGWHFKQLFDOVWXGLHVHYROYHGDVIROORZV39 :
Field \ Time

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

Total students in HE

9,747

10,177

10,737

11,714

14,718

7RWDOLQVFLHQWL¿F WHFKQLFDO
studies

1,689

1,849

1,964

1,935

2,443

% of students enrolled in
VFLHQWL¿FDQGWHFKQLFDOVWXGLHV

17%

18%

18%

17%

17%

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012)

Discrepancies between Eurostat and NCFHE statistics may exist such as due to different survey timing and nonLGHQWLFDOVXUYH\GH¿QLWLRQVRUFULWHULDDQGLQWHUSUHWDWLRQVDVZHOODVQRQLGHQWLFDOPHDQVRIGDWDFROOHFWLRQDQG
population sampling. NCFHE uses a system of student headcount from the institutions that participate in the
survey.

37. Scientific and technical studies refer to the two fields of studies, namely: Science, mathematics and computing, and Engineering, manufacturing
and construction.
38. Eurostat data on Malta was provided by the National Statistics Office (NSO) based NSO research methods.
Retrieved online: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=educ_enrl5&lang=en
39. Scientific and technical studies refer to the two fields of studies, namely: Science, mathematics and computing, and Engineering, manufacturing
and construction.
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PARTICIPATION RATE (%)

CHART 3.3 – STUDENT PARTICIPATION RATE (%) OF THOSE AGED 20-29 IN FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION
IN MALTA (FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME COURSES)

(Source: [OECD average (2010)] - OECD, 2012. Education at a Glance 2012 : Highlights; pp. 14-15
[Malta (2010)] - NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey Data of 2010,
[Malta (2012)] - NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey Data of 2012 )

Benchmark
Chart 3.3 shows that in 2010, the average rate of 20 to 29 year old students in full-time and part-time Further
and Higher Education in the OECD countries was that of 27%.40 In comparison, in 2010, Malta’s 20 to 29 year
old student participation rate based on the NCFHE survey was that of 17%, whereas according to the last survey
in 2012, the rate of 20 to 29 year old student participation in Further and Higher Education went up to 21%.41
According to OECD statistics, on average, more women than men are in education in this age group.42 The same
situation is also featured in Malta where according to the NCFHE survey as at the year end 2012, from the total
student population of the age cohort 20 to 29 years, 54% were females whereas 46% were males.

Benchmark
$FFRUGLQJWR(XURVWDWWKH(8DYHUDJHVSHFL¿FDOO\RI\HDUROGSDUWLFLSDWLRQUDWHVLQ)XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU
Education (including all ISCED levels) was that of approximately 77% in 2008, 78% in 2009, 79% in 2010, and
81% in 2011. According to Eurostat, Malta registered a rate of 66% in 2008, 71% in 2009, 69% in 2010, and 58%
in 2011 respectively.43 According to the NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Surveys 2011 and 2012,
the participation rate of 18 year olds in Further and Higher Education for the years 2011 and 2012 was that of 62%,
and 68% respectively.44

40. OECD, 2012. Education at a Glance 2012: Highlights, OECD Publishing; p. 14
41. The denominator for the year 2010 and 2012 20 to 29 year old student participation rate is based upon the total 20 to 29 year old Maltese
population (at birth) for the years 2010 and 2012 respectively; NSO Demographics.
42. OECD, 2012. Education at a Glance 2012: Highlights, OECD Publishing; p. 14
43. Eurostat online database – Statistics: Education and Training: 18 year olds in education – participation rates, all levels (%)
Date accessed: 22/08/2013
Retrieved online: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&language=en&pcode=tps00060&plugin=1
Data on Malta was provided by the National Statistics Office (NSO).
44. The denominator applied is the total 18 year old cohort population (at birth) for the year 2012.
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CHART 3.4 – TOTAL TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION (2000-2012)

YEAR
(Source: 1994–2005 NSO Education Statistics; 2006-2007 NCHE provisional data; 2008-2012 NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011, 2012)

Chart 3.4 depicts that over the last twelve years (20002012), student participation in Higher Education had
been increasing, with the highest registered number of
students in the year 2012; where a total of 14,718 students
were registered in Higher level programmes of study at
MQF levels 5 to 8 offered by state, state-dependent, or
independent service providers that participated in the
survey carried out by the Commission.
According to the 2012 survey, a total of 24 service
providers claimed to be offering courses at Higher
levels (MQF levels 5-8).45 As already highlighted in
the disclaimer, solely for the purpose of this study, all
institutions that claim to offer Further and/or Higher
(GXFDWLRQ DUH DVNHG WR SURYLGH GDWD VSHFL¿FDOO\ EDVHG
RQ WKH GH¿QLWLRQV DQG FULWHULD VHW E\ WKH &RPPLVVLRQ
Institutions that may still be holding a provisional license
or are in the process of obtaining a license are also
included. For some service providers, the MQF level
of their programmes has been approved by the NCFHE.
For some other service providers the accreditation may
still be in process, not to exclude that for some entities,
the application for accreditation is yet to be submitted,

and hence, the NCFHE relies on the self-reported level
ratings by providers. In this case, it certainly does not
mean that the NCFHE has automatically accredited the
programme of study, and approved the self-reported
level of the programme/s of study as claimed by these
institutions.
As already highlighted in chapter one, the National
Commission for Further and Higher Education
(NCFHE) is the Authority responsible for the licensing
and accreditation of Further and Higher Education
provision. The national accreditation process for
Higher level programmes of study (MQF levels 5-8)
fully respects the Bologna three-cycle system for
WHUWLDU\ OHYHO TXDOL¿FDWLRQV  7KH )LUVWF\FOH RU OHYHO
of tertiary education according to the Bologna Higher
(GXFDWLRQ &\FOH LQFOXGHV TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW 04) OHYHOV
5 and 6, where the completion of this cycle ends with
a Bachelor’s Degree or a Bachelor’s Degree with
Honours, both at MQF level 6; typically including 180
to 240 ECTS with a minimum number of 60 ECTS per
year.46 The Second-cycle or level for tertiary education
LGHQWL¿HGE\WKH%RORJQD3URFHVVHQGRUVHVTXDOL¿FDWLRQV

45. Refer to Chart 5.2 for the list of institutions that claimed to be offering programmes of study at a Higher level, thus at MQF levels 5 to 8 of the Malta
Qualifications Framework for lifelong learning.
46. ECTS stands for: European Credit Transfer System. It is a common European-wide credit system used for Higher level programmes of study that
respect the Bologna three-cycle system. The aim is of enhancing the transparency, comparability, and transferability of tertiary level qualifications
across Europe; being one of the strategic objectives of the Bologna Process.
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at MQF level 7 where the completion of this cycle ends
with a Master’s Degree; typically including 90 to 120
ECTS with a minimum of 60 ECTS (credits) per year.
The Third-cycle or level of tertiary education endorses
TXDOL¿FDWLRQVDW04)OHYHOZKHUHWKHFRPSOHWLRQRI
this cycle ends with a Doctoral Degree (Ph.D) to which
no ECTS have been assigned.47
Tertiary level education in Malta is also provided by
vocational education and training (VET) institutions.
The Malta College of Arts, Science, and Technology
(MCAST) and the Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS),
being the two main state VET providers, both provide
programmes of study also at Higher levels. The Malta
College of Arts, Science, and Technology (MCAST)
provides Higher level programmes of study at MQF
level 5, and as from October 2009, MCAST has been
providing programmes of study also at MQF level 6.48
The Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS) provides Higher
level programmes of study at MQF level 5, and currently
has permeability mechanisms that provide its Higher
level students the possibility to continue furthering their
tertiary studies through a Bachelor’s Degree programme
(MQF level 6) at the University of Malta.49
In Malta, if a student had to follow the traditional route
of education without any breaks in between transition, s/
he would generally be of age 18/19 years when entering
tertiary level of education. According to the Eurostudent
IV survey (2008-2011), and in which Malta also
participated together with other 23 countries, the study
shows that Malta is included as one of those countries
that are registering very high percentage of students with
no interruption longer than one year in Higher Education
transition, or progress through the Higher Education
system, together with the Czech Republic, Lithuania,
Spain, Latvia, Romania, and Croatia. On the other
hand, countries such as Denmark, Norway, Finland,
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Portugal, and Estonia
claim the opposite, where in these countries students
stop for a longer period of time prior to entering Higher
Education.50
$QRWKHULQWHUHVWLQJ¿QGLQJLVWKDWDFFRUGLQJWR(XURVWDW
between the years 2000-2009, the growth rate of students
in tertiary education (ISCED 1997 levels 5 and 6 – MQF
levels 5, 6, 7, 8) in countries such as Denmark, Czech

Republic, the three Baltic countries, Greece, Hungary,
Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Slovenia, Slovakia,
Iceland, and Liechtenstein was greater than that of the
EU-27 average. On the other hand, in Belgium, Germany,
France, Luxembourg, Sweden, and the United Kingdom,
both the starting participation and the growth rate of the
number of students were below the corresponding EU15 and EU-27 average.51
Chart 3.5 depicts the share of tertiary level students
enrolled within public or private institutions as at the
year 2012. Out of a total of 14,718 students enrolled
in programmes at Higher/tertiary level, at MQF levels
5 to 8, be they of an academic or a vocational nature,
84% were enrolled within courses provided by state
institutions, whereas 16% were enrolled within tertiary
level programmes provided by private institutions. It
is evident that most tertiary level students in Malta are
absorbed by the public sector, most of which registered
with the University of Malta. Nevertheless, compared
to the previous year, the share of tertiary level students
VSHFL¿FDOO\ UHJLVWHUHG ZLWK WKH SULYDWH VHFWRU KDV
increased by 5% from 11% in 2011 to 16% in 2012.
Maltese or EU-Nationals who attend the University
RI 0DOWD IRU IXOOWLPH ¿UVW GHJUHH SURJUDPPHV 04)
level 6), or full-time undergraduate courses that lead to
XQGHUJUDGXDWHFHUWL¿FDWHVRUGLSORPDV 04)OHYHO RU
for part-time undergraduate (day) programmes that lead
WRGLSORPDVRUFHUWL¿FDWHV 04)OHYHO SD\QRWXLWLRQ
fees, and full-time students are eligible for a student
maintenance grant subject to eligibility criteria.
On the other hand, all other courses that fall within
WKH ¿VWF\FOH WHUWLDU\ OHYHO SURJUDPPHV LQFOXGLQJ
part-time (evening) undergraduate courses that lead to
XQGHUJUDGXDWH GLSORPDV RU FHUWL¿FDWHV 04) OHYHO  
part-time degree programmes (MQF level 6), full-time
and part-time second-cycle tertiary level programmes
VXFK DV SRVWJUDGXDWH GLSORPDV RU FHUWL¿FDWHV DQG
Master’s degrees (MQF level 7), and full-time or parttime third cycle tertiary level programmes, such as
Ph.D.s (MQF level 8) are subject to tuition fees for
both Maltese and EU-nationals. Tuition fees are then
applicable for all programmes of study being full-time
or part-time for the three higher education cycles for
non-EU nationals.

47. MQC, 2012. Referencing – of the Malta Qualifications Framework (MQF) to the European Qualifications Framework (EQF) and the Qualifications
Framework of the European Higher Education Area (QF/EHEA); 3rd updated edition, Malta Qualifications Council; pp. 45-46
48. MCAST, 2011. MCAST Prospectus 2011-2012, Malta, Malta College of Arts, Science, and Technology.
49. ITS, 2011. Prospectus for Full-Time Programmes 2011-2012, Malta, Institute of Tourism Studies; p. 21, p.38-45, p. 48
50. Orr, D.; Gwosc, C. & Netz, N. (2011): Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Europe -Synopsis of indicators - Final report. Eurostudent IV
2008-2011. Germany, Bielefeld: W. Bertelsmann Verlag.
51. Eurydice Eurostat, 2012. Key Data on Education in Europe 2012; Education, Audiovisual, and Culture Executive Agency, European Commission; p.
82

NCFHE FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION STATISTICS 2012 | 38

STUDENT POPULATION

CHART 3.5 – TOTAL TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION BY PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SECTOR (2012)

YEAR 2012
(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

The University of Malta has open access to all programmes
at tertiary level, and access to the University is open to
everyone as long as students obtain the general entry
UHTXLUHPHQWVZKLFKDUHWKH0DWULFXODWLRQ&HUWL¿FDWHWKDW
is awarded on satisfactory completion of post-secondary
education; and passes in the Secondary Education
&HUWL¿FDWH 6(& DW*UDGHRUEHWWHULQ0DOWHVH(QJOLVK
Language and Mathematics. Provided that if a pass in
Maltese, and/or English, and/or Mathematics is obtained
ZLWKLQWKH0DWULFXODWLRQ&HUWL¿FDWHHLWKHUDW$GYDQFHGRU
at Intermediate Level, a pass in the Secondary Education
Mature
&HUWL¿FDWH ([DPLQDWLRQ LV QRW UHTXLUHG52
students also have access to the University through the
Maturity Clause; where they are accepted as students
with the University even if not in possession of the
HQWU\ UHTXLUHPHQWV WKDW LV WKH 0DWULFXODWLRQ &HUWL¿FDWH
53
Access to University is sometimes also granted to
prospective students through permeability mechanisms
upon the University’s discretion. A case in point is the
permeability agreement that the Institute of Tourism
Studies has (which is a state-run VET provider) with
the University of Malta.54 Access to courses is normally
unrestricted for most of the courses with no numerus

clausus or selection process with the exception of a few
courses which might be accessible to a limited number of
students. Course requirements may also apply.
&KDUW  GHSLFWV DQ LQWHUHVWLQJ WDEOH VSHFL¿FDOO\
portraying the distribution of tertiary student population
E\¿HOGRIVWXG\DQGJHQGHUIRUWKHODVW¿YH\HDUVIURP
academic year ended 2008 till the academic year ended
7KHFKDUWVKRZVWKDWIRUWKHODVW¿YHFRQVHFXWLYH
years, females represented the majority of the total
tertiary student population. The chart also indicates that
there were slight changes in the trend of students’ choices
LQWHUPVRI¿HOGVRIVWXG\ZKHQFRPSDUHGWRWKHSUHYLRXV
years. Considering student population as an aggregate,
KHQFH LQFOXGLQJ ERWK VH[HV DOWRJHWKHU IRU HDFK ¿HOG RI
study, it can be noted that for these last two academic
years (2011, 2012), and unlike the previous years (2008,
 WKH¿HOGRI+HDOWKDQG:HOIDUHUHPDLQHGWKH
VHFRQGPRVWSRSXODU¿HOGRIVWXG\DVRSSRVHGWRLWVIRXUWK
placement in the previous years, where traditionally, the
VHFRQG PRVW SRSXODU ¿HOG RI VWXG\ ZLWK WHUWLDU\ OHYHO
VWXGHQWV ZDV WKH ¿HOG RI +XPDQLWLHV DQG$UWV ZKLFK LV
now being placed the third most popular.

52. Education Act, Chapter 327, Laws of Malta; B. Regulations and Bye-Laws: ROI – Admission Regulations, 1997; 6 (6.1.); p. 92
53. Students at 25 years or older are considered as mature applicants and fall under the maturity clause which allows them to access the University even
if not in the possession of the Matriculation Certificate.
54. ITS, 2011. Prospectus for Full-Time Programmes 2011-2012, Malta, Institute of Tourism Studies; p. 21, p. 48
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CHART 3.6 –TOTAL TERTIARY STUDENT POPUALTION BY FIELD OF STUDY AND GENDER FOR THE YEARS 2008,
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012)

Females

Males

20
1345
228
1355
1281
381
452
2961
8023
Females

13
1152
232
856
896
305
76
2006
5536

Sum of Population
33
1556
805
1888
1637
1130
257
4408
11714

28
281
569
503
650
792
91
1743
4657

Sum of Population
40
1460
813
1454
1664
1151
202
3953
10737

24
316
546
482
636
757
92
1623
4476

Sum of Population
34
1507
777
1405
1611
1072
180
3591
10177

48
330
554
434
634
598
76
1537
4211

Sum of Population
61
1482
786
1290
1530
903
152
3543
9747

Males

10
1191
231
923
975
315
88
1968
5701
Females

24
319
581
652
620
768
141
1945
5050
Males

12
1179
244
951
1014
359
111
2210
6080
Females

Sum of Population
46
1766
858
2113
2083
1585
908
5359
14718

Males

9
1237
224
1236
1017
362
116
2463
6664
Females

26
421
630
758
802
1204
456
2398
6695

Males

STUDENT POPULATION

Total Tertiary Student Population by Field of Study
Scholastic year 2011-2012
Field
Agriculture and veterinary science
Education
Engineering, manufacturing and construction
+HDOWKDQGZHOIDUH
Humanities and arts
6FLHQFHPDWKHPDWLFVDQGFRPSXWLQJ
Services
6RFLDOVFLHQFHEXVLQHVVDQGODZ
Grand Total
Scholastic year 2010-2011
Field
Agriculture and veterinary science
Education
Engineering, manufacturing and construction
+HDOWKDQGZHOIDUH
Humanities and arts
6FLHQFHPDWKHPDWLFVDQGFRPSXWLQJ
Services
6RFLDOVFLHQFHEXVLQHVVDQGODZ
Grand Total
Scholastic year 2009-2010
Field
Agriculture and veterinary science
Education
Engineering, manufacturing and construction
+HDOWKDQGZHOIDUH
Humanities and arts
6FLHQFHPDWKHPDWLFVDQGFRPSXWLQJ
Services
6RFLDOVFLHQFHEXVLQHVVDQGODZ
Grand Total
Scholastic year 2008-2009
Field
Agriculture and veterinary science
Education
Engineering, manufacturing and construction
+HDOWKDQGZHOIDUH
Humanities and arts
6FLHQFHPDWKHPDWLFVDQGFRPSXWLQJ
Services
6RFLDOVFLHQFHEXVLQHVVDQGODZ
Grand Total
Scholastic year 2007-2008
Field
Agriculture and veterinary science
Education
Engineering, manufacturing and construction
+HDOWKDQGZHOIDUH
Humanities and arts
6FLHQFHPDWKHPDWLFVDQGFRPSXWLQJ
Services
6RFLDOVFLHQFHEXVLQHVVDQGODZ
Grand Total
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CHART 3.7 – TOTAL TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION BY FIELD OF STUDY AND GENDER FOR THE YEAR 2012

FEILD OF STUDY
(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

Results on Higher Education student population by
¿HOGRIVWXG\DQGJHQGHUDVH[SODLQHGLQFKDUWDUH
depicted more clearly via bar graphs in charts 3.7 and
chart 3.8, where the latter depicts more clearly the
proportion of men to women in tertiary education by
¿HOGRIVWXG\LQSHUFHQWDJHV7KHFKDUWLQIDFWVKRZV
that female majority as opposed to male representation
LVSDUWLFXODUO\RFFXUUHQWIRUWKH¿YHFRQVHFXWLYH\HDUV
LQ WKH ¿HOGV RI (GXFDWLRQ   +HDOWK DQG :HOIDUH

(64%); Humanities and Arts (61%); and Social
Science, Business and Law (55%). On the other hand,
PDOH PDMRULW\ LV SDUWLFXODUO\ RFFXUUHQW LQ VWXG\ ¿HOGV
such as Science, Mathematics and Computing (76%);
Engineering, Manufacturing and Construction (73%);
and Agriculture and Veterinary Science (57%). The
¿HOG RI 6HUYLFHV KDG DOZD\V EHHQ UHODWLYHO\ HTXDOO\
SRSXODU ZLWK ERWK VH[HV WKURXJKRXW WKH SDVW ¿YH
academic years.
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SHARE OF TOTAL POPULATION

CHART 3.8 – THE (%) SHARE OF TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION BY FIELD OF STUDY AND GENDER

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

Furthermore, by looking at these charts, it can be easily
QRWHG WKDW WKH ¿HOG RI 6RFLDO 6FLHQFH %XVLQHVV DQG
Law had the largest share of females from the total
IHPDOH SRSXODWLRQ LQ +LJKHU (GXFDWLRQ IRU WKH ODVW ¿YH
consecutive years; where as at the year end 2012, the share
RIIHPDOHVLQWKH6RFLDO6FLHQFH%XVLQHVVDQG/DZ¿HOG
from the total female Higher Education population (8,023)
was that of 37%. The next would be Health and Welfare
(17%), Education (17%), Humanities and Arts (16%),
Services (6%), Science, Mathematics and Computing
(5%), Engineering, Manufacturing and Construction
 DQGUDQNLQJODVWRQH¿QGVWKH¿HOGRI$JULFXOWXUH
and Veterinary Science (0.3%), which as according to

chart 3.7 holds the lowest share of female representation
in Higher Education. Similarly, as per chart 3.7, if one
ORRNVVSHFL¿FDOO\DWWKHVKDUHRIPDOHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQE\
¿HOGRIVWXG\DVDSHUFHQWDJHRIWKHWRWDOPDOHSRSXODWLRQ
LQ +LJKHU (GXFDWLRQ RQH ¿QGV WKDW WKH ¿HOG RI 6RFLDO
Science, Business and Law also holds the largest share
of male representation in Higher Education (36%); the
next being Science, Mathematics and Computing (18%),
Humanities and Arts (12%), Health and Welfare (11%),
Engineering, Manufacturing and Construction (9%),
6HUYLFHV   (GXFDWLRQ   DQG ODVWO\ WKH ¿HOG RI
Agriculture and Veterinary Science (0.4%); which is the
OHDVWSRSXODU¿HOGRIVWXG\ZLWKERWKVH[HV
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CHART 3.9 – STUDENT POPULATION AND PARTICIPATION RATE (%) OF THOSE AGED 18-30+ IN HIGHER
EDUCATION BY MALTA QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK (MQF) LEVEL

Student
Population:

MQF
level 5

MQF
level 6

MQF
level 7

MQF
level 8

Total Student
Population

Total Population/
age cohort

Participation
Rate (%)

Age:
*16

68

1

0

0

69

5,038

1.4%

*17

120

7

3

0

130

4,613

2.8%

18

312

468

28

0

808

4,826

16.8%

19

356

1,220

52

0

1,628

5,147

31.6%

20

394

1,546

88

0

2,028

5,474

37.1%

21

348

1,482

181

0

2,011

5,302

37.9%

22

223

1,011

317

0

1,551

5,368

28.9%

23

123

564

354

0

1,041

5,584

18.7%

24

99

260

329

3

691

5,533

12.5%

25

122

140

282

3

547

5,314

10.3%

26

102

117

220

4

443

5,245

8.5%

27

79

110

243

2

434

5,430

8.0%

28

76

82

209

4

371

5,571

6.7%

29

80

77

148

4

309

5,651

5.5%

**30+

670

593

1,320

74

2,657

260,646

1.0%

(* In Malta, if a student follows the traditional route of education without any delayed transition from one level to another, generally students would be at age 18 by the time
they reach to tertiary level of education. Therefore, these are due to exceptional reasons. Being enrolled in tertiary level programmes, these students had to be included in
the table.)
(** Note that for age cohorts 16 to 29 years the total student participation rate is based upon the total population live births (NSO); whereas for the 30+ age cohort, total
population is based upon the total absolute population as at December 31st 2009 (revised) from the November 2005 Census.)
6RXUFH1&)+()XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ6WDWLVWLFV6XUYH\162'HPRJUDSKLF5HYLHZ1DWLRQDO6WDWLVWLFV2I¿FH0DOWDSJ

Chart 3.9 illustrates a table showing student population
in Higher Education for the year 2012 by MQF level and
by single years of age for ages starting from 18 years
up to age 29, which are represented by single years of
age, and for ages 30 and over, where statistics for 30+
students are represented as a single cohort. The table also
depicts student participation rates in Higher Education
based upon the total population at birth for each age
cohort respectively. Results show that amongst the total
student population in Higher Education (14,718), student
enrolment peaks at ages 19 to 23 years, with the highest
peak occurring at age 20 with 2,028 students; where
amongst the total student population in Higher Education

a share of 11% were at age 19, 14% at age 20, 14% at age
21, 11% at age 22, and 7% at age 23. Furthermore, looking
at the student population for each age cohort against the
total population for each age cohort at birth respectively,
student participation rates in Higher Education also peak
at ages 19 to 23 years; with the highest peak occurring in
the 21 year old cohort population (37.9%).
An analysis on tertiary student participation rates by
MQF level depicts that out of the total tertiary student
population of 14, 718 students, as at the year end 2012,
22% of the students at all ages were enrolled in tertiary
OHYHO SURJUDPPHV OHDGLQJ WR TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW 04)
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CHART 3.10 – TOTAL UNIVERSITY OF MALTA GRADUATES (2008-2012) at MQF Levels 5, 6, 7, 8 (UNESCO ISCED 1997
FRAMEWORK LEVELS 5, 6)

YEAR
6RXUFH 1&)+( )XUWKHU DQG +LJKHU (GXFDWLRQ 6WDWLVWLFV 6XUYH\   6WDWLVWLFV IRU    ZHUH H[WUDFWHG IURP WKH 1DWLRQDO 6WDWLVWLFV 2I¿FH
VWDWLVWLFVIRUDQGZHUHH[WUDFWHGIURPWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI0DOWD2I¿FHRIWKH5HJLVWUDU

level 5; 52% were enrolled in programmes leading to
TXDOL¿FDWLRQVDW04)OHYHOLQSURJUDPPHVOHDGLQJ
WRTXDOL¿FDWLRQVDW04)OHYHODQGLQSURJUDPPHV
OHDGLQJWRTXDOL¿FDWLRQVDW04)OHYHO
Chart 3.10 depicts the total graduates in Higher
Education at the University of Malta from 2008 up till
2012, representing students that have been awarded
TXDOL¿FDWLRQVDWD+LJKHUOHYHOWKXVDW04)OHYHOVWR
8. Throughout the years, the number of graduates have
been increasing, where if one compares the number of

students that graduated in 2008 with that of 2012, one can
note that the increase was that of 19%, with the highest
registered number of graduates in the year 2012, that of
3,243 graduates. The chart also illustrates that there was
a 12% increase in graduates from the previous year. From
the total graduates in 2012, the share of female graduates
was higher than that of men, where 59% of the graduates
were females and 41% were males. A similar scenario,
where the share of female graduates at the University of
Malta was higher than that of men was also encountered
in the previous years.
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FRAMEWORK

STUDENT POPULATION

CHART 3.11 – TOTAL MCAST GRADUATES (2010-2012) at MQF Levels 5, 6 (UNESCO ISCED 1997
LEVEL 5)

YEAR
6RXUFH1&)+()XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ6WDWLVWLFV6XUYH\6WDWLVWLFVREWDLQHGIURPWKH0DOWD&ROOHJHRI$UWV6FLHQFHDQG7HFKQRORJ\ 0&$67 2I¿FHRI
the Registrar)

Chart 3.11 depicts the total graduates in Higher Education
at the Malta College of Arts, Science and Technology
(MCAST) for the years 2010-2012, representing students
WKDW KDYH EHHQ DZDUGHG TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DW 04) OHYHO
5 with a Higher National Diploma, and MQF level 6
with a Bachelor’s Degree. MCAST had introduced
vocational degree courses at MQF level 6 since 2009,
ZLWK WKH ¿UVW  VWXGHQWV JUDGXDWLQJ ZLWK D %DFKHORU¶V
Degree in December 2010. Since then MCAST had been
widening the opportunities to its students as more Degree
programmes were being introduced year after year.

In the year 2010, from a total of 368 MCAST graduates
in Higher Education, 305 students graduated with an
MQF level 5 qualification, and 63 students graduated
with an MQF Level 6 qualification. In 2011, from
a total of 511 graduates in Higher Education, 413
students graduated with an MQF level 5 qualification,
and 98 with an MQF level 6 Bachelor’s Degree. In
2012, from a total of 623 graduates, 435 of which were
awarded an MQF level 5 qualification, whereas 188
students graduated with an MQF level 6 Bachelor’s
Degree.
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STUDENT POPULATION

CHART 3.12 – TOTAL ITS GRADUATES (2010-2012) at MQF Level 5 (UNESCO ISCED 1997 FRAMEWORK LEVEL 5)

YEAR
6RXUFH1&)+()XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ6WDWLVWLFV6XUYH\6WDWLVWLFVREWDLQHGIURPWKH,QVWLWXWHRI7RXULVP6WXGLHV ,76 2I¿FHRIWKH5HJLVWUDU

Chart 3.12 depicts the total graduates from the Institute
of Tourism Studies (ITS) for the years 2010-2012,
representing students that have been awarded Higher level
TXDOL¿FDWLRQVDW04)OHYHO)RUWKRVHVWXGHQWVZLVKLQJ
to continue furthering their studies at a Higher level in
Bachelor Degree courses, the Institute of Tourism Studies
has made agreements on permeability mechanisms

with the University of Malta whereby ITS students in
SRVVHVVLRQ RI DQ 04) OHYHO  TXDOL¿FDWLRQ LQ VSHFL¿F
areas could join in the second year of the Bachelor’s
Degree course B.A. (Hons.) in Tourism Studies at the
University of Malta. However, graduates from this degree
course are counted directly with the University of Malta
graduate statistics.

Benchmark
Based on Eurostat data, the EU-27 average for graduates (ISCED 5-6) in Science, mathematics and computing
per 1,000 inhabitants aged 20 to 29 for the year 2011 was that of 16.8%, whereas for Malta the rate was that of
6.3%. Looking at the same target population split by gender, according to Eurostat, the EU-27 average for female
graduates in Science, mathematics and computing per 1,000 inhabitants aged 20 to 29 for the year 2011 was that of
ZKLOHWKH(8DYHUDJHIRUPDOHJUDGXDWHVLQWKH¿HOGZDVWKDWRI7KHUDWHVIRU0DOWDZHUHWKDW
of 5.4% for females and 7.2% for males respectively. 55

55. Eurostat online database: Statistics – Education and Training: Science and Technology Graduates by sex
Date accessed: 13/09/2013
Retrieved online:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/refreshTableAction.do?tab=table&plugin=1&pcode=tps00188&language=en
Data on Malta was gathered by the National Statistics Office (NSO) through NSO’s research methods.
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PERCENTAGE (%) OF THE POPULATION

CHART 3.13 – PERSONS ENGAGED IN LIFELONG LEARNING (25 TO 64 YEARS OLD) FOR THE YEARS 2005 - 2012

YEAR
(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012. Extracted from Eurostat online database - Statistics: Education and Training: Life-long Learning)

Catching up with adult participation in lifelong learning
remains the main challenge in many European countries.
According to the Education and Training (ET 2020) in
the context of the EU 2020 Strategy, which is a document
KLJKOLJKWLQJFRPPRQVWUDWHJLFSULRULW\DUHDVVSHFL¿FDOO\
on education and training and which are agreed by all
0HPEHU 6WDWHV WKH PDLQ LGHQWL¿HG EHQFKPDUNV ZHUH
targeting the following areas:56
 Adult participation in lifelong learning: By
2020, an average of at least 15 % of adults should
participate in lifelong learning.
 Low achievers in basic skills: By 2020, the
share of low-achieving 15-year olds in reading,
mathematics and science should be less than 15 %.
 Tertiary level attainment: By 2020, the share of
30-34 year olds with tertiary educational attainment
should be at least 40 %.

 Early leavers from education and training: By
2020, the share of early leavers from education and
training should be less than 10 %.
 Early childhood education: By 2020, at least
95 % of children between 4 years old and the age
for starting compulsory primary education should
participate in early childhood education. EN
2I¿FLDO-RXUQDORIWKH(XURSHDQ8QLRQ
C 119/7
$ NH\ DUHD IURP WKH LGHQWL¿HG EHQFKPDUNV DERYH
particularly focusing on Further and Higher Education is
the adult participation in lifelong learning; where the EU
target is to reach by 2020 an average of at least 15% of
adults participating in lifelong learning. For the purpose
of the readers who are not very familiar with the technical
terms used by Eurostat in projecting comparable statistics,
OLIHORQJOHDUQLQJVSHFL¿FDOO\UHIHUVWRSHUVRQVDJHGWR
64, who stated that they received education or training in

56. The Council of the European Union, 2009. Council Conclusions of 12 May 2009 on a strategic framework for European cooperation in education and
training (ET 2020); (2009/C 119/02)
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the four weeks preceding the survey (numerator). The
denominator then consists of the total population of the
same age group, excluding those who did not answer to
the question on participation to education and training.
The information collected relates to all education or
training whether or not relevant to the respondent’s
current or possible future job. Both the numerator and the
denominator emerge from the EU Labour Force Survey
(LFS) exercise that is carried out by each Member State;
where for Malta, this survey is carried out by the National
6WDWLVWLFV2I¿FH 162 
Chart 3.13 which is based on Eurostat statistics, depicts
adult participation rates in lifelong learning for the past
seven years from 2005 up till 2012. It can be noted that
not much progress has been registered in so far as the
EU-27 average is concerned. On the other hand, based
on Eurostat statistics, Malta had registered a progress in
adult participation rates in lifelong learning, with 5.3% in
2005 to 7.0% in 2012. In spite of this progress, Malta still
lags behind the EU-27 average, together with Germany
(7.9%), Ireland (7.1%), Italy (6.6%), Belgium (6.6%), and
France (5.7%) which all score similar participation rates
of adults in lifelong learning.57
However, there were countries which as at the year end
2012 have escalated both the EU-27 average (9.0%)
and the ET 2020 target (15%). These countries include
Denmark (31.6%), Switzerland (29.9%), Iceland (27.3%),
Sweden (26.7%), Finland (24.5%), Norway (20.0%), the
Netherlands (16.5%), and United Kingdom (15.8%).58 On
the other hand, the lowest registered rates were coming
from Romania (1.4%), Bulgaria (1.5%), Croatia (2.4%),
Hungary (2.8%), Greece (2.9%), Slovakia (3.1%), and
Turkey (3.2%).59
Paramount to the above, the Government of Malta has
LQYHVWHGLQVHWWLQJXSD'LUHFWRUDWHVSHFL¿FDOO\IRFXVLQJLWV
efforts on adult lifelong education policy. The objectives
of the Directorate for Lifelong Learning range from:
 designing a national strategy in lifelong learning;
 bringing about coordination in this sector by
making optimal use of the diverse lifelong learning
opportunities;
 lifting the barriers for participation in adult
learning so that the overall participation is
increased;

 adopting the Action Plan on Adult Education as set
out by the European Commission;
 addressing the imbalances in participation in order
to achieve a more equitable state of affairs;
 nurturing creativity and promote the visual and
performing arts;
 providing undergraduate and postgraduate
scholarships to create more opportunities
for further specialisation at higher levels of
education, therefore increasing the availability and
employment of high-level graduates in the priority
sectors of the knowledge-based economy in Malta.
The Adult Learning Unit within the Directorate for
/LIHORQJ /HDUQLQJ LQ 0DOWD VSHFL¿FDOO\ HQGHDYRXUV
its efforts in offering lifelong learning opportunities to
youths and adults from the age of 15 years and over, with
the aim of providing learners the opportunity to:
 ,PSURYHWKHLUDFDGHPLFTXDOL¿FDWLRQV
 Seek employment or improve their chances for a
better position at work;
 Be able to help their children in their homework
or studies;
 Finish off their secondary or post-secondary
education;
 Become computer literate;
 Obtain the European Computer Driving License
&HUWL¿FDWH (&'/ 
 Overcome literacy or numerical problems;
 Learn a craft;
 Pursue some subjects for pleasure; and
 Tap their creative resources through Art, Music, or
Drama 60
Based on the data that was gathered through the NCFHE
Further and Higher Education Statistics Surveys 2010,
2011, and 2012, out of the total student population in
Further and Higher Education (full-time and part-time)
including also enrolments in short courses, the share of 25
to 30+ year old cohort student population was that of 26%
LQLQDQGLQ7KHVH¿JXUHVGR
not include data gathered directly from the Directorate of
Lifelong Learning.
Another interesting study in which the NCFHE was
involved (together with other 23 countries) and which
complements the statistics presented in this report, is the

57. Eurostat Online Database: Statistics – Education and Training: Life-long Learning
Date accessed: 13/09/2013
Retrieved online: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&language=en&pcode=tsdsc440&pligin=1
58. Ibid
59. Ibid
60. Directorate for Lifelong Learning Website: Adult Courses.
Date accessed: 01/10/2012
Retrieved online: http://eveningcourses.gov.mt/
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Eurostudent IV Survey (2008 -2011). The survey was
carried out in 2010 with the aim of obtaining information
directly from students on the socio-economic conditions
of their student life in Europe, providing an essential
resource for Higher Education policy makers and
researchers. As highlighted by the Council of the European
Union, an essential precondition for marking progress on
Higher Education policy is the availability of relevant
and reliable data on social and economic conditions of
student life as these conditions may very well determine
a student’s opportunity to invest in education and succeed
in his/her desired route of education. Highlights from
this study reveal a wide range of interesting information
on issues ranging from the transition routes into Higher
Education; the characteristics and the social make-up of
national student populations; types and modes of study;
time budget for studies and employment; levels and
VRXUFHVRIVWXGHQW¿QDQFLDOUHVRXUFHVSDWWHUQVRIOLYLQJ
expenses and student spending; types of accommodation;
student mobility; and students’ assessment of their studies
and future plans.
The data collection process was based upon a common
questionnaire with an agreed standard target group and
D VHW RI DJUHHG FRPPRQ GH¿QLWLRQV DQG LQGLFDWRUV LQ
order to allow for comparability of results between the
participating countries. Unlike the NCFHE Further and
Higher Education Statistics Survey, where information
on students and courses is collected from the institutions,
the Eurostudent survey study portrays results from the
students’ perspective, where the standard target group
covered by each participating country essentially
included:
 5HVLGHQW VWXGHQWV ZKR KDYH ¿QLVKHG WKHLU SULRU
schooling in the respective country (in this
case Malta) regardless of their nationality (not
citizenship, which may be different) and thus have
not crossed a border to enter Higher Education;
 Full-time and part-time students as determined
E\ VWXGHQWV¶ RI¿FLDO VWDWXV QRW WKHLU DFWXDO VWXG\
intensity;
 Students in ISCED 5A – programmes covering
undergraduate and postgraduate programmes of
study, however does not include the doctoral level;
 All degrees corresponding to ISCED 5A including
traditional national degrees or short courses at
ISCED 5A;

 ‘Normal’ higher education institutions offering
programmes at ISCED 5A and considered
³QRUPDO´,QPDQ\FDVHVWKLVPHDQVRQO\SXEOLF
non-specialist institutions of Higher Education;
 Distance education which is only considered if it is
RIIHUHGE\D³QRUPDO´KLJKHUHGXFDWLRQLQVWLWXWLRQ
and not an institution solely dedicated to offering
distance programmes, such as open Universities
and similar institutions.61
The data collected from each participating country was
then analysed and compared by the Eurostudent project
consortium. Complementing this, a series of national
SUR¿OHVRQHDFKSDUWLFLSDWLQJFRXQWU\ZHUHDOVRSUHSDUHG
E\HDFKFRXQWU\7KHVH1DWLRQDOSUR¿OHVUHSRUWDOORIWKH
data which a country has delivered and include interesting
commentaries by the national research team on the quality
and comparability of the data; where comparisons of these
indicators are important as they trigger debates for the
improvement of the quality of life of European students;
where one of the main challenges is to try and increase the
popularity of non-traditional routes into Higher Education
and to try creating new routes towards access to Higher
Education.
+LJKOLJKWVIURPWKHUHVXOWVRIWKH1DWLRQDOSUR¿OHLQGLFDWH
that:
 From
the
perspective
of
demographic
characteristics, around 75% of students at the
University of Malta are up to 24 years old. This is
particularly evident amongst students enrolling at
University directly after post-secondary education,
thus referring to direct transition students, and
amongst Bachelor students; 62
 From the perspective of access and entry into Higher
Education, most of the students that responded
to the survey claimed to have entered Higher
(GXFDWLRQ WKURXJK WKH 0$76(& TXDOL¿FDWLRQV
(82%), whereas 2% have entered through Higher
1DWLRQDO 'LSORPD TXDOL¿FDWLRQV  WKURXJK WKH
Maturity Clause, 1% through a Foundation Degree,
and 8% claimed to have entered through other
sources available; 63
 From the perspective of social background of
VWXGHQW ERG\ ¿QGLQJV LQGLFDWH WKDW WKH HGXFDWLRQ
EDFNJURXQG RI SDUHQWV KDV D VLJQL¿FDQW LPSDFW
on students’ Higher Education participation. For

61. NCHE/MQC, 2012. Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Malta. National Report Malta – Eurostudent IV (2008–2011), Malta, National
Commission for Higher Education/Malta Qualifications Council; pp. 5-6
62. Ibid., p. 8
63. Ibid., pp. 10-11
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instance, students having parents with up to lower
VHFRQGDU\HGXFDWLRQ ZLWKWKHKLJKHVWTXDOL¿FDWLRQ
EHLQJ D VFKRRO OHDYLQJ FHUWL¿FDWH RU HTXLYDOHQW ±
MQF level 1) are considerably underrepresented
in Higher Education. In fact, students’ from ‘blue
collar’ families are underrepresented in Higher
Education; 64
 From the perspective of accommodation, it was
found that from the sample of students in Higher
Education that responded to the survey, the majority
of students in Malta (76.3%) live with their parents.
Those students not living with their parents either
live with their partner/ child/ren (11.4%), or less
common with other person/s (8.1%). Student
halls are not generally utilised in Malta as a form
of student housing. When analysing the cost of
accommodation of students not living with their
parents, it transpires that the share of students’
contribution to the accommodation expenses is very
small. This seems to indicate a high dependency of
students on parental or partner support; 65
 From the perspective of student living costs,
results indicate that given that most students
especially those under the age of 24 live with
their parents, and bearing in mind the high rate of
property ownership in Malta, accommodation is
not a major cost factor for students, and that this
is true both for students living with their parents,
as they pay nothing out of their own pocket for
accommodation, and for students not residing with
their parents, who spend only 6% out of their own
pocket on accommodation. The main monthly
out-of-own-pocket expenses for students living
with their parents (which predominantly represent
students under the age of 24 years) included
learning materials, social and leisure activities,
and transportation; whereas monthly expenses of
students not living with their parents (which are
generally older than 24 years) include tuition fees,
learning material, and living/daily expenses. Most
students on a full-time basis rely primarily on state
and parental support; 66
 From the perspective of funding and state
assistance, results based upon students’ opinions

indicate that in Malta the main source of income
of students living with their parents appears to
be public sources (45%), followed by family or
parental support (22%) and self-earned income
(19%). Likewise, for students not living with their
parents, the main source of income is from public
sources (57%), followed by family or parental
support (26%). The data also indicates that 21%
of Bachelor students do not receive public support.
This means that these 21% may include mature
students who have started their course after the age
of 30 and hence are not eligible for the Government
student maintenance grant (stipend), part-time
students, and foreign students; 67
 From the perspective of time budget and
employment, on average, if one looks at statistics
of all the students that are living with their parents,
they claimed that they spend approximately 38
hours on study related activities in a typical study
week and only 7 hours in paid jobs. There are
KRZHYHUVLJQL¿FDQWGLIIHUHQFHVLQWKHWLPHEXGJHW
of different groups of students that live with their
parents, such as Master students; students over the
age of 30; and students with a delayed transition
into Higher Education, who spend less time on
study related activities and more time in paid jobs.
It was also found that Bachelor students; younger
students of up to 24 years of age, and students
entering Higher Education directly through the
traditional academic post-secondary stream,
do not have regular jobs during term time (i.e.
during the academic year). On the other hand,
the vast majority of Master students; low intensity
students68; mature students above 30 years of age;
and students with a delayed transition into Higher
Education are employed alongside their studies; 69
 From the perspective of assessment of studies,
which examines how students view the programme
of studies for the purposes of future employment
and personal development, results indicate that
overall, the majority of students 88% and 89%
respectively consider that the programme is a good
basis for both aspects. Nevertheless, looking at
WKH UHVSRQVHV RI VWXGHQWV LQ WKH YDULRXV ¿HOGV RI
study separately, results indicate that although

64. Ibid., pp. 13-14
65. Ibid., p. 14
66. Ibid., pp. 15-17
67. Ibid., pp. 17
68. The Eurostudent IV consortium agreed that for the purpose of this survey, those students following Higher Education, irrelevant of the type of
course being followed, in which they spend less than 20 total learning hours (contact hours and self-study altogether), are classified as low intensity
students.
69. NCHE/MQC, 2012. Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Malta. National Report Malta –Eurostudent IV (2008–2011), Malta, National
Commission for Higher Education/Malta Qualifications Council; pp. 18-19
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RYHUDOO WKH PDMRULW\ RI VWXGHQWV DUH VDWLV¿HG ZLWK
WKH OHYHO RI IXO¿OPHQW RI WKH FRXUVH LQ WHUPV RI
PHHWLQJ LQGXVWU\ SUDFWLFHV VRPH VSHFL¿F JURXSV
RIVWXGHQWVIROORZLQJVWXGLHVLQWKH¿HOGVRI6RFLDO
science, business and law, and in Engineering,
manufacturing and construction have claimed that
there are considerable mismatches in what the
study programme delivers and the expectations
of students with regards to work preparation and
personal development;70
 From the perspective of internationalisation and
PRELOLW\DPRQJVWWKHYDULRXV¿QGLQJVVXFKDVRQ
students’ perceived obstacles to enrolment abroad,
and enrolment rates, which are further explored in
Chapter 4 of this report, other results indicate that
the two most popular countries for student mobility
with Maltese students are Italy (24%) and the
United Kingdom (22%). This may be explained
due to the fact that English and Italian are the two

70. Ibid., pp. 20-21
71. Ibid., p. 26

languages which are most widely spoken amongst
0DOWHVHVWXGHQWVZLWKRIVWXGHQWVEHLQJÀXHQW
in English and 55% speaking Italian very well.71
The National Commission for Further and Higher
Education is currently also working on a follow-up of
the Eurostudent IV survey, which is the Eurostudent V
survey, where another survey was carried out in 2013
amongst students at the University of Malta; the Malta
College of Arts, Science and Technology (MCAST), and
amongst students at the Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS).
7KH1&)+(LVFXUUHQWO\ZRUNLQJRQWKHQDWLRQDOSUR¿OH
results, which would then be passed on to the Eurostudent
research team for the comparability of results of all
participating countries. Results on the comparability
study will be published by the Eurostudent research
team. The Eurostudent V Survey report is envisaged to
be published in the year 2015, whereas the report based
on national results will be published by NCFHE before
that date.
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Chapter 4:
International Student Mobility
in Further and Higher Education
In the light of meeting the long-term goals of the
Lisbon Strategy (2000-2010) followed by Europe 2020
Strategy for the decade 2010-2020, that of ensuring a
smart, sustainable, European Union economy based on
an inclusive growth system, the Government of Malta
continues to heavily invest in the provision of scholarships
to further promote and encourage international student
mobility in Further and Higher education. This is mainly
to respond to one of Europe 2020 ÀDJVKLS LQLWLDWLYHV
GHULYHG IURP WKH ¿YH PDLQ KHDGOLQH WDUJHWV QDPHO\ WKH
³<RXWKRQWKHPRYH´LQLWLDWLYH7KLVLQLWLDWLYHLVDLPHG

at enhancing the performance of education systems,
and to reinforce international attractiveness of Europe’s
Higher Education, raise the overall quality of all levels
of education and training in the EU, combining both
excellence and equity, by promoting student mobility and
trainees’ mobility, and improve the employment situation
of young people.72
Throughout the year 2012, the Government of Malta
awarded a total of 372 scholarships from the scholarship
schemes available as illustrated in Chart 4.1.73

CHART 4.1 – SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE AND AWARDED IN THE YEAR 2012

Scholarship Schemes for the year 2012

Total Awarded Scholarships in 2012

0DOWD*RYHUQPHQW6FKRODUVKLS6FKHPH8QGHUJUDGXDWH 0*668*

132

0DOWD*RYHUQPHQW6FKRODUVKLS6FKHPH3RVWJUDGXDWH 0*663*

63

6WUDWHJLF(GXFDWLRQ3DWKZD\V6FKRODUVKLS6FKHPH 67(36

150

&RPPRQZHDOWK6FKRODUVKLS

í

0DOWD$UWV6FKRODUVKLS

11

0DOWD6SRUWV6FKRODUVKLS

14

0DOWD6FLHQFH6FKRODUVKLS

2

6FKRODUVKLSWR$FKLHYH5HVXOWVLQ,&7DQG)LQDQFLDO6HUYLFHV 67$5

tba

Total

372

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

72. European Commission: Europe 2020 – A European Strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, (March 2010); p. 11
73. Ministry for Education and Employment: Directorate for Lifelong Learning – Scholarships Section
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With reference to Europe 2020 ³<RXWK RQ WKH PRYH´
ÀDJVKLSLQLWLDWLYH, at EU level, the European Commission
is committed to:
i. integrate and enhance the EU’s mobility,
university and researchers’ programmes (such
as Erasmus, Erasmus Mundus, Tempus and
Marie Curie) and link them up with national
programmes and resources;
ii. boosting the modernisation agenda of Higher
(GXFDWLRQ FXUULFXODJRYHUQDQFHDQG¿QDQFLQJ 
by benchmarking university performance and
educational outcomes in a global context;
iii. explore ways of promoting entrepreneurship
through mobility programmes for young
professionals;
iv. promote the recognition of non-formal and
informal learning;
v. and launch a youth employment framework
outlining policies aimed at reducing youth
unemployment rates: this should promote,
with Member States and social partners,
young people’s entry into the labour market
through apprenticeships, stages or other
ZRUN H[SHULHQFH LQFOXGLQJ D VFKHPH ³<RXU
¿UVW (85(6 MRE´  DLPHG DW LQFUHDVLQJ MRE
opportunities for young people by favouring
mobility across the EU.74

Whereas at a national level, Member States will need to:

i. HQVXUH HI¿FLHQW LQYHVWPHQW LQ HGXFDWLRQ DQG
training systems at all levels (pre-school to
tertiary);
ii. improve educational outcomes, addressing
each segment (pre-school, primary, secondary,
vocational and tertiary) within an integrated
approach, encompassing key competences and
aiming at reducing early school leaving;
iii. enhance the openness and relevance of
education systems by building national
TXDOL¿FDWLRQ IUDPHZRUNV DQG EHWWHU JHDULQJ
learning outcomes towards labour market
needs.

iv. and improve young people’s entry into the labour
market through integrated action covering
guidance, counseling and apprenticeships.75

In light of this, apart from the scholarship schemes in
place as illustrated in Chart 4.1, the Government of Malta
provides more opportunities to students who would like
to have a study or training experience abroad. This is
mainly possible through European Union funding, such
as the Erasmus programme, and the Erasmus Mundus
programme.
Therefore, throughout the year 2012, students in
Malta following Further and Higher Education had
WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR EHQH¿W IURP D WRWDO RI WHQ GLIIHUHQW
scholarship schemes and student mobility programmes
at undergraduate or postgraduate levels of study. These
include the Malta Government Scholarship Scheme –
Undergraduate (MGSS-UG); the Malta Government
Scholarship Scheme – Postgraduate (MGSS-PG); the
Strategic Education Pathways Scholarship Scheme
(STEPS); the Commonwealth Scholarship; the Erasmus
Programme; the Erasmus Mundus Programme; the
Malta Arts Scholarship; the Malta Sports Scholarship;
the Malta Science Scholarship; and the Scholarship to
Achieve Results in ICT and Financial Services (S.T.A.R)
– Undergraduate Scholarship Scheme; where the last three
scholarship schemes were introduced in the year 2012.
Although S.T.A.R was launched in 2012, the selection
process took place in the year 2013, hence the results on
the number of awarded scholarships for S.T.A.R will be
published in the 2013 NCFHE report.
Chart 4.2 depicts the number of students who have been
awarded scholarships throughout the past three years from
2010 till 2012. Chart 4.2 excludes Erasmus and Erasmus
Mundus programmes of study, given that statistics for
these programmes are shown separately in charts 4.3, 4.4,
4.5, 4.6, and chart 4.7 respectively.
The Malta Government Scholarship Scheme –
Undergraduate (MGSS-UG) was launched in 2007 and
till today it assists students to follow an undergraduate
full-time course leading to a Bachelor’s Degree (MQF
level 6) in a licensed and accredited private Higher
Education institution or tuition centre in Malta, or who
wish to undertake such a course in a foreign Higher
Education institution. The aims of this scheme are
mainly to encourage more student participation at an
undergraduate level in Malta and abroad, to promote
academic excellence in the private tuition sector, and to

74. European Commission: Europe 2020 – A European Strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, (March 2010); p. 11
75. Ibid
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CHART 4.2 – SHCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED FOR THE YEARS 2010, 2011, 2012

Total Awarded Scholarships

Scholarship Schemes

2010

2011

2012

0DOWD*RYHUQPHQW6FKRODUVKLS6FKHPH8QGHUJUDGXDWH 0*668*

137

178

132

0DOWD*RYHUQPHQW6FKRODUVKLS6FKHPH3RVWJUDGXDWH 0*663*

55

33

63

6WUDWHJLF(GXFDWLRQ3DWKZD\V6FKRODUVKLS6FKHPH 67(36

170

320

150

&RPPRQZHDOWK6FKRODUVKLS

í

í

í

0DOWD$UWV6FKRODUVKLS

13

11

11

0DOWD6SRUWV6FKRODUVKLS

í

í

14

0DOWD6FLHQFH6FKRODUVKLS

í

í

2

6FKRODUVKLSWR$FKLHYH5HVXOWVLQ,&7DQG)LQDQFLDO6HUYLFHV 67$5

í

í

tba

375

542

372

Total

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

increase student choice of degrees and institutions. In the
year 2010, the Government of Malta through the MGSSUG Scholarship Scheme supported a total of 137 students
in Diploma and Bachelor’s Degree courses; in the year
2011, this scheme supported 178 students in Diploma and
Bachelor’s Degree courses; and in 2012 it supported a total
of 132 students at both Diploma and Bachelor’s Degree
courses. In all cases, Diplomas at MQF level 5 must lead
directly to a First/Bachelor’s Degree (MQF level 6), and
awards are only provided to those who unconditionally
accept to commence the Bachelor’s Degree programme.76
The Malta Government Scholarship Scheme –
Postgraduate (MGSS-PG) was launched in 2006, and until
today it assists students to follow postgraduate courses at
Master’s level (MQF level 7) exceeding two years, and
courses at Doctoral level (MQF level 8). Awards are
tenable at any local or international university or Higher
(GXFDWLRQ LQVWLWXWLRQ IRU D VSHFL¿F SURJUDPPH RI VWXG\
or research, and only those institutions recognised by the
Maltese authorities shall be taken into consideration by

the MGSS Board. Unlike the MGSS-UG scheme, which
is only open for programmes that are on a full-time basis,
the MGSS-PG scheme gives the opportunity to students
to follow their programme of study either on a full-time
or part-time basis, or through means of distance learning.
In the year 2010, the Government of Malta through the
MGSS-PG Scholarship Scheme supported a total of 55
students, 23 of which in Master’s Degree programmes and
32 of which in Doctoral Degree programmes; whereas in
the year 2011, this scheme supported a total of 33 students,
19 of which in Master’s Degree programmes and 14 of
which in Doctoral Degree programmes. In 2012, the
Government of Malta increased its support to a total of
63 students, 34 of which in Master’s Degree programmes,
and 29 of which in Doctoral Degree programmes. 77
The Strategic Education Pathways Scholarship Scheme
(STEPS) is a scholarship scheme co-funded by the
European Social Fund for the implementation of the
Cohesion Policy in Malta for the period 2007-2013. It
is aimed at supporting postgraduate students in pursuing

76. Ministry for Education and Employment: Directorate for Lifelong Learning – Scholarships Section
More information on the eligibility criteria, priority areas of the MGSS-UG scheme, admission, and selection process can be obtained from: https://
www.education.gov.mt/mediacenter.ashx?file=MediaCenter/Docs/1_MGSS-UG 2012 Final Regulations.pdf
77. Ministry for Education and Employment: Directorate for Lifelong Learning – Scholarships Section
More information on the eligibility criteria, priority areas of the MGSS-PG scheme, admission, and selection process can be obtained from: https://
www.education.gov.mt/www.education.gov.mt/admin/PageTemplate/mediacenter.ashx?file=MediaCenter/Docs/1_MGSS-PG Regulations 2012 v26
04.pdf
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a Master’s or a Doctoral Degree in Malta or abroad at
a full-time or part-time basis or by means of distance
learning. The scheme has more scholarships available in
the area of science and technology and information and
communications technology. Throughout the year 2012,
the Government of Malta awarded a total of 150 STEPS
scholarships; 82 in areas of Research and Innovation
in Science and Technology, 14 in Information and
Communications Technology, 19 addressing national skillsmismatches, and 35 in capacity building in education.78
Since its launch, the Government of Malta had issued a total
of 8 calls for the STEPS scholarship scheme, the last call
being issued in May/June 2012 due to end of project funds.
1HYHUWKHOHVV D VLPLODU VFKRODUVKLS VFKHPH ³Master it!”
has just been launched in the second quarter of 2013.
The “Master it!” scholarship is another scheme under the
European Social Fund and offers opportunities to those
who would like to pursue studies in Master’s programmes
of not more than two years duration, leading to a Master’s
Degree at MQF level 7. This scheme covers both full-time
and part-time studies, or studies based on distance learning.
7KH VFKHPH LV SULPDULO\ DLPHG DW ¿QDQFLQJ VWXGLHV LQ WKH
following priority areas: High-End Manufacturing such as
on renewable technologies and product design; Life Sciences
example specialisation in cancer research and clinical
sciences; Educational Services example specialisation
in multiple disabilities, family therapy, hearing/visual
impairment; Financial Services such as specialisation in
fund management, economics, e-commerce and innovation;
Transportation & Advanced Logistics such as ship
management and aircraft maintenance and repair; Higher
Quality Tourism example specialisation in eco-tourism,
and international relations; Creative Industries examples
of specialisation being digital media, online gaming, radio/
WHOHYLVLRQ¿OPSURGXFWLRQVFULSWZULWLQJDQGYLVXDOHIIHFWV
Environment example specialisation in alternative energy,
waste management, climate change, green technology,
crop production, marine management, oil and resources
management; and ICT example specialisation in software
GHYHORSPHQW LQ VSHFL¿F DUHDV VXFK DV VHFXULW\ ,&7 IRU
students with special educational needs, forensic computing,
cyber technology and much more. 79
Given that both the “Master it!” scholarship scheme and
the MGSS-PG Scholarship Scheme support students to

pursue studies that lead to a Master’s Degree, the “Master
it!”VFKHPHLVVSHFL¿FDOO\GHVLJQHGWRVXSSRUWVWXGHQWVZKR
would like to follow Master’s programmes not exceeding
two years, whereas the MGSS-PG is aimed at supporting
students who aim to follow Master’s level programmes
that exceed two years. Unlike “Master it!”, the MGSS-PG
also provides support for students who would like to pursue
studies at Doctoral level.
Given that Malta is a member of the Commonwealth
&RXQWLHV VLQFH  VWXGHQWV LQ 0DOWD FDQ DOVR EHQH¿W
from the Commonwealth Scholarship Scheme. The
Commonwealth Scholarship Scheme provides the
opportunity to students in Commonwealth countries to
pursue Master’s Degree programmes of up to two years
duration in any subject offered by the University. The
Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan (CSFP) is
a unique programme of study where each Commonwealth
national nominating agency is invited to submit up to 3
nominations. Malta’s national agency responsible for
nominating interested applicants is the Directorate for
Lifelong Learning. Applications from interested local
citizens are received by the Ministry of Education and
Employment, Customer Care Section. The Directorate
for Lifelong Learning is responsible for administering the
nomination process of the Commonwealth Scholarship
Scheme, sending nominees’ applications to Commonwealth.
For the year 2012, no nominee from Malta was awarded
a Commonwealth Scholarship from the CSFP. Since its
establishment in 1959, the Commonwealth Scholarship
and Fellowship Plan (CSFP) has provided opportunities
for over 30,000 citizens of all Commonwealth countries to
study in other member countries.80
The Malta Arts Scholarship was introduced in 2010. It is
aimed at assisting those students specialising in arts, such
as performing arts including music, dance, drama, design,
FUHDWLYH ZULWLQJ ¿OP DQG WKH YLVXDO DUWV WR IXUWKHU WKHLU
studies in their area of specialisation at Higher levels even
up to a Doctoral level. This scholarship is solely intended
for those who pursue studies based on programmes at a
full-time basis, where students may opt to study in Malta or
abroad. In the years 2010 and 2011, through the Malta Arts
Scholarship, the Government of Malta supported a total of
13 students, and 11 students respectively, whereas in 2012,
another 11 students were also awarded this scholarship.81

78. Ministry for Education and Employment: Directorate for Lifelong Learning – Scholarships Section
79. Ministry for Education and Employment: Directorate for Lifelong Learning – Scholarships Section
More information on the eligibility criteria, priority areas of the “Master it!” scheme, admission, and selection process can be obtained from:
https://www.education.gov.mt/mediacenter.ashx?file=MediaCenter/Docs/4_DLLLMasteritRegulationsMay2013.pdf
80. Ministry for Education and Employment: Directorate for Lifelong Learning – Scholarships Section
More information on the eligibility criteria and applications for the Commonwealth Scholarship Scheme can be obtained from: https://www.
education.gov.mt/Page.aspx?pid=459&depid=2&pageid=13
81. Ministry for Education and Employment: Directorate for Lifelong Learning – Scholarships Section
More information on the eligibility criteria and applications for the Malta Arts Scholarship can be obtained from: https://www.education.gov.mt/
malta_arts_scholarships/mediacenter.ashx?file=MediaCenter/Docs/1_MAS 2013 Regulations Final.pdf
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The Malta Sports Scholarship was launched in 2012.
The aim is of providing support to those persons active
in sports such as to promote the uptake of professions
that are related to sport, as well as to promote the
advancement of sport as a profession or discipline in
Malta; to provide assistance in the development of athletes
LQWKHLUFKRVHQ¿HOGRIVSRUWVZLOOLQJWRVWUHQJWKHQWKHLU
skills, knowledge, and ability in their area of expertise
to become better high performance athletes who will
eventually represent Malta in international competitions;
or for those who would want to manage and organise
sport facilities and events and to develop the necessary
human resource capacity required to train, organise and
provide associated support services to athletes talking part
in professional sporting events. In 2012, the Government
of Malta awarded a total of 14 Malta Sports Scholarship.82
The Malta Science Scholarship was launched in 2012
with two calls. These included placements with the
European Space Agency (ESA) where in fact, the
Ministry of Education and Employment in collaboration
with the Malta Council for Science and Technology
were pleased to announce that two training opportunities
with the European Space Agency were being offered in a
number of areas of research. As at 2012, 2 students from
Malta were awarded the Malta Science Scholarship.83
The Scholarship to Achieve Results in ICT and Financial
Services (S.T.A.R) is an undergraduate scholarship scheme
that was also launched in 2012. Through this scheme the
Government of Malta covers tuition fees for full-time
courses focusing in Information and Communications
7HFKQRORJ\ DQG LQ ¿QDQFLDO VHUYLFHV SURYLGHG E\
independent licensed Higher Education institutions.84
The Erasmus Programme is open to all types of Higher
Education institutions that have a recognised status

for participation in Erasmus by local authorities, and
that have obtained an Erasmus University Charter
(EUC) from the European Commission. The Erasmus
Programme is targeted at all levels of study in Higher
Education institutions up to Doctoral level. It gives the
opportunity to students to participate either in a Student
Mobility Study (SMS), therefore to study abroad,
or to participate in a Student Mobility Placement
(SMP), whereby students can have the opportunity to
work in another EU country for a period of between
12 weeks to 52 weeks. The programme is targeted at
students, scholars, lecturers, professors and technical
staff in Higher Education institutions. Malta has been
participating in the Erasmus programme since the year
2000. At that time, only students from the University
RI0DOWDEHQH¿WHGIURPWKLVVFKHPHJLYHQWKDWLWZDV
the only Higher Education institution in Malta that
had been awarded the Erasmus University Charter
(EUC). In 2005, the Malta College of Arts, Science
and Technology (MCAST) being the largest state
VET provider that offers programmes of study at both
Further and Higher levels, had also been awarded the
Erasmus University Charter, and a year later, in 2006
the EUC was also awarded to the Institute of Tourism
Studies (ITS), which is also one of the main state VET
providers in Malta that offers programmes of study at
both Further and Higher levels. Although Erasmus is
mostly known as a student mobility study programme,
it also serves as a means for international training
mobility experience to teaching and other members of
staff in Higher Education institutions. It also promotes
transnational curriculum development, and thematic
networks between Higher Education institutions
throughout Europe. Today, around 1.5 million students
IURP DOO RYHU (XURSH KDYH VR IDU EHQH¿WHG IURP
Erasmus grants, and the European Commission hopes
to reach a total of 3 million by 2012.85

82. Ministry for Education and Employment: Directorate for Lifelong Learning – Scholarships Section
More information on the eligibility criteria and applications for the Malta Sports Scholarship can be obtained from: https://www.education.gov.mt/
mediacenter.ashx?file=MediaCenter/Docs/1_SPORTS2013Regulations.pdf
83. Ministry for Education and Employment: Directorate for Lifelong Learning – Scholarships Section
More information on the eligibility criteria and applications for the Malta Science Scholarship can be obtained from:
https://www.education.gov.mt/myscholarship/#Science
84. Ministry for Education and Employment: Directorate for Lifelong Learning – Scholarships Section
More information on the eligibility criteria and applications for the S.T.A.R. Scholarship scheme can be obtained from:
https://www.education.gov.mt/myscholarship/mediacenter.ashx?file=MediaCenter/Docs/1_STAR 2012 Regulations.pdf
85. European Union Programmes Agency (EUPA) – The Programme : Erasmus
Date accessed: 11/06/2013
Retrieved online: http://www.llp.eupa.org.mt/content.php?id=6
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STUDENT POPULATION

CHART 4.3 – INCOMING AND OUTGOING ERASMUS STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MALTA IN 2012

INCOMING / OUTGOING ERASMUM STUDENTS
(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

Chart 4.3 depicts that for the year 2012, through the
Erasmus programme, a total of 407 foreign students
chose Malta as their destination of study, following their
VWXGLHVVSHFL¿FDOO\DW WKH8QLYHUVLW\RI0DOWD2QWKH
other hand, a total of 121 students from the University

of Malta went to study abroad through the Erasmus
programme.86 This means that throughout the year 2012,
the University of Malta had more incoming (foreign)
Erasmus students (77%) 87 than outgoing (Maltese)
Erasmus students (23%) 88.

86. University of Malta; SIMS Office – Office of the Registrar
87. The denominator being the total incoming (foreign) and outgoing (Maltese) Erasmus students for the year 2012.
88. The denominator being the total incoming (foreign) and outgoing (Maltese) Erasmus students for the year 2012.
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CHART 4.4 – INCOMING AND OUTGOING ERASMUS STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MALTA IN 2011 AND 2012

Incoming (foreign) Erasmus Students

Outgoing (Maltese) Erasmus Students

Year

Females

Males

Total

Females

Males

Total

2011

294

146

440

130

69

199

2012

274

133

407

80

41

121

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

As Chart 4.4 also illustrates, which is a comparison of
University of Malta statistics on incoming (foreign) and
outgoing (Maltese) Erasmus students between the past
two years (2011 and 2012), for both groups (incoming
and outgoing), and for another consecutive year, the
majority of students were females, where from a total
of 407 incoming (foreign) students in 2012, 67% were
females, and from a total of 121 outgoing (Maltese)
students, 66% were females. A similar scenario was
depicted in 2011.

89. University of Malta; SIMS Office – Office of the Registrar
90. Ibid

In 2012, incoming (foreign) Erasmus students at the
University of Malta were coming from 29 different
countries, the majority coming from Italy (15%), France
(12%), Germany (11%), United Kingdom (10%), Ireland
(9%), Poland (6%), Belgium (5%), Spain (4%), Finland
(4%) and Austria (4%).89 On the other hand, from a total of
13 different destinations that Maltese University of Malta
students opted for as their Erasmus destination in 2012, the
most popular were England (32%), Italy (32%), Germany
(9%), Ireland (6%), Hungary (4%), and Spain (4%).90
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STUDENT POPULATION

CHART 4.5 – INCOMING AND OUTGOING ERASMUS STUDENTS AT THE MALTA COLLEGE OF ARTS,
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN 2012

INCOMING / OUTGOING ERASMUM STUDENTS
(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

Furthermore, as Charts 4.5 and 4.6 illustrate, statistics
from the state’s main vocational institutions also indicate
that in the year 2012, the Malta College of Arts, Science
and Technology (MCAST) had a total of 4 incoming
(foreign) students following their studies at the institution
through the Erasmus programme; with equal female and

91. Malta College of Arts, Science and Technology; Office of the Registrar

male representation. Unlike the scenario at the University
of Malta, where it had more incoming (foreign) students,
MCAST had more outgoing (Maltese) students studying
abroad through the Erasmus programme in 2012, where a
total of 22 students 55% and 45% of which being females
and males respectively, were studying abroad.91
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IN

STUDENT POPULATION

CHART 4.6 – INCOMING AND OUTGOING ERASMUS STUDENTS AT THE INSTITUTE OF TOURISM STUDIES
2012

INCOMING / OUTGOING ERASMUM STUDENTS
(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

Chart 4.6 depicts that the Institute of Tourism Studies
(ITS) had a total of 16 incoming (foreign) students
studying at the institution through the Erasmus
programme in 2012; 69% of which being females and
31% of which being males, whereas, 9 ITS students
were studying abroad 67% of which being males, and
33% of which being females.92

92. Institute of Tourism Studies; Office of the Registrar

Another worldwide co-operation on mobility programmes
that aims to enhance quality in Higher Education is the
Erasmus Mundus SURJUDPPH  ,W SURYLGHV ¿QDQFLDO
support for Higher Education institutions to build joint
programmes at Master’s and Doctoral level, and therefore
provides opportunities to students to apply for joint degree
programmes.
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STUDENT POPULATION

CHART 4.7 – INCOMING AND OUTGOING ERASMUS MUNDUS STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MALTA IN
2012

INCOMING / OUTGOING ERASMUM STUDENTS
(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

Chart 4.7 shows statistics from the University of Malta
indicating that for the year 2012, there was a total of 31
foreign students enrolled in an Erasmus Mundus Joint
Programme. Out of this total, 58% were females, whereas
42% were males. No students from Malta enrolled in an
Erasmus Mundus Joint Degree programme in 2012.93
Looking at other sources of statistics based on
international scenarios, such as OECD statistics,
one can note that there is an increase in the number
RI PRELOH VWXGHQWV HVSHFLDOO\ LQ WKH ¿HOG RI WHUWLDU\
education, where since 2000, the number of foreign
tertiary students enrolled world-wide has increased
by 99%, for an average annual growth rate of 7.1%.94
Statistics gathered from OECD member countries listed
in Chart 4.8 indicate that in the year 2010, more than
4.1 million tertiary level students were enrolled outside
their country of citizenship.95 However, it was found

that world-wide student mobility is not balanced. This
is because 6 countries alone host more than half of the
world’s foreign and mobile students.
In fact, according to OECD statistics, in 2009, more
than half of the world’s students who studied abroad
chose Australia, Canada, France, Germany, the United
Kingdom, and the United States as their destination of
study.96 The United Kingdom and the United States each
receive more than 10% of all foreign students worldwide.97 On the other hand, in absolute terms, according
to OECD statistics, the largest numbers of international
students were coming from China, India, and Korea;
claiming that Asians account for 52% of all students
studying abroad world-wide.98 It was also highlighted
that just over 77% of students world-wide who study
abroad do so in OECD countries, and this proportion has
remained stable during the past decade.99

93. University of Malta; SIMS Office – Office of the Registrar
94. OECD, 2012. Education at a Glance 2012: Highlights, OECD Publishing; p.24
95. Ibid
96. GlobalHigherEd – International student mobility highlights in the OECD’s Education at a Glance 2011
Date accessed: 06/06/2013
Retrieved online: http://globalhighered.wordpress.com
97. OECD, 2012. Education at a Glance 2012: Highlights, OECD Publishing; p.24
98. Ibid
99. Ibid
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CHART 4.8 – LIST OF OECD MEMBER COUNTRIES

Australia

France

Korea

Slovenia

Austria

Germany

Luxembourg

Spain

Belgium

Greece

Mexico

Sweden

Canada

Hungary

Netherlands

Switzerland

Chile

Iceland

New Zealand

Turkey

Czech Republic

Ireland

Norway

United Kingdom

Denmark

Israel

Poland

United States

Estonia

Italy

Portugal

Finland

Japan

Slovak Republic

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics 2012)

OECD publishings indicate that over all, over the past
three decades, the number of international students has
LQFUHDVHG¿YHIROGIURPPLOOLRQZRUOGZLGHLQWR
4.1 million in 2010.100 Many students in OECD countries
move under a free-movement regime, such as in the
European Union, and do not need a residence permit to
remain in their country of study. Other countries such
as Australia, Canada, Finland, France, New Zealand and
Norway have also eased their immigration policies to
encourage the temporary or permanent immigration of
international students.101
Promoting high quality mobility of students, mobility of
early stage researchers, mobility of teachers, and other
members of staff in Higher Education has been a central
objective of the Bologna Process from the very beginning.
In April 2012, the Bologna Follow-Up Group (BFUG)

presented a mobility strategy working paper outlining
NH\ VWUDWHJLF JRDOV DQG VSHFL¿F DFWLRQV WR WDNH WKURXJK
2020, including a mobility benchmark for the European
Higher Education Area. Both incoming and outgoing
mobility were addressed in the strategy working paper.
The aim is of expanding and promoting learning mobility
of students, early stage researchers, teachers and other
members of staff in Higher Education; enhancing the
quality of learning mobility; improving the recognition of
learning outcomes gained abroad; and for allowing more
balanced mobility within the European Higher Education
Area (EHEA) and between EHEA and countries outside
Europe.1027KLVVWUDWHJ\UHFRQ¿UPVWKH/HXYHQ/RXYDLQ
la-Neuve Communiqué target for outgoing mobility; that
by 2020, 20% of students graduating from the European
Higher Education Area should have had a study or training
period abroad.103

100. Ibid
101. GlobalHigherEd – International student mobility highlights in the OECD’s Education at a Glance 2011
Date accessed: 06/06/2013
Retrieved online: http://globalhighered.wordpress.com
102. Academic Cooperation Association; ACA Newsletter Education Europe: Mobility Strategy 2020 for the European Higher Education Area:
background paper; Edition 124
Date accessed: 06/06/2013
Retrieved online: http://www.acasecretariat.be/index.php?id=29&tx_smfacanewsletter_pi1%5Bnl_uid%5D=79&tx_smfac anewsletter_
pi1%5Buid%5D=2600&tx_smfacanewsletter_pi1%5BbackPid%5D=50&cHash=9b56ab202 e4ca1c8b62b094a2a866b01
103. EHEA, 2012. Mobility for Better Learning – Mobility strategy 2020 for the European Higher Education Area (EHEA), EHEA Ministerial Conference,
Bucharest 2012
Date accessed: 06/06/2013
Retrieved online: http://www.ehea.info/Uploads/(1)/2012%20EHEA%20Mobility%20Strategy.pdf
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Other related studies, such as the Eurostudent IV
Survey also provides interesting results on EuropeanZLGH VWXGHQW PRELOLW\  0RUH VSHFL¿FDOO\ UHVXOWV IURP
this study provide an overview on what encourages or
discourages students in engaging in student mobility
programmes. The Eurostudent IV survey, in which
Malta was also a participating member, represents a
comparative analysis of national results of a total of
24 European countries that participated to this survey.
Results such as on student mobility amongst others, are
based on social and economic conditions of students,
being indicators affecting student life in Europe.
Some interesting outcomes from this survey indicate
that foreign enrolment is socially selective in most
countries that participated in the survey, where it was
highlighted that the proportion of students who have
been enrolled abroad is lower among students from low
social background, and that students from low social
background plan to enrol abroad less frequently than
peers from high social background. The most commonly
perceived obstacles to student mobility amongst all
participants from all participating counties include the
H[SHFWHG DGGLWLRQDO ¿QDQFLDO EXUGHQ VHSDUDWLRQ IURP
the partner, child(ren), family and friends, as well as an
expected delay in the process of studies.104

National results of the Eurostudent IV survey indicate
that amongst interviewed students in Malta, the biggest
obstacles claimed for which discourages them to go
DEURDG DUH WKH H[SHFWHG DGGLWLRQDO ¿QDQFLDO EXUGHQ WKH
separation from partner, child(ren), family or friends,
problems with accommodation in the host country, and
loss of opportunities to earn money.105 Other factors
LQÀXHQFLQJVWXGHQWV¶DVSLUDWLRQVWRVWXG\DEURDGDSSHDUWR
EHWKHLUDJHVRFLDOEDFNJURXQG¿HOGRIVWXG\DQGZKHWKHU
or not they are living with their parents. As illustrated in
Chart 4.9, based on the national data collected, it appears
that with increasing age, students in Malta are more
reluctant to study abroad, which may be due to other
responsibilities, such as family or work commitments.
Furthermore, the data also suggests that enrolment abroad
is higher among students having parents with Higher
Education, compared to students whose parents have a
lower education background, and that students not living
with their parents indicate an above average enrolment
abroad, while students living with their parents indicate
a below average enrolment abroad.106 On the other hand,
WKHSHUFHLYHGEHQH¿WVRIJRLQJDEURDGFODLPHGE\0DOWHVH
students that participated in the survey were the expected
contribution to their personal development, the quality of
education, and the academic level.107

104. Orr, D. et al., 2011. Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Europe. Synopsis of Indicators – Final Report – Eurostudent IV 2008-2011,
Germany - Bielefeld: W. Bertelsmann Verlag; p.165
105. NCHE/MQC, 2012. Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Malta. National Report Malta – Eurostudent IV (2008-2011),
Malta, National Commission for Higher Education / Malta Qualifications Council; p. 25
106. Ibid., pp. 23 -24
107. Ibid., p. 25
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STUDENT POPULATION

CHART 4.9 – STUDENTS WITH ENROLMENT ABROAD OR RESPECTIVE PLANS BY CHARACTERISTICS OF
STUDENTS (in %)

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics 2012 – extracted from (2012) NCHE/MQC. Social and Economic Conditions of Student Life in Malta – National
Report –Eurostudent IV [2008-2011])
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Results from the survey as shown in Chart 4.9 also
indicate that 8% of all interviewed students in Malta
have been enrolled abroad, and a further 26% were
inclined to do so. Results indicate that out of all students
who claimed to have been enrolled abroad, Master’s
students have the highest share of foreign enrolment
(16.6%), which by far exceeds the share of Bachelor’s

108. Ibid., p. 23

students with an enrolment abroad (7.5%). However,
the situation seems to be inverted with regards to the
aspirations of studying abroad, with a higher share of
Bachelor’s students (28.8%) planning to study abroad
than Master’s students (16.6%), which might be due
to Master’s students already having undertaken a study
period abroad.108

65 | NCFHE FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION STATISTICS 2012

Chapter 5:
Further and Higher Education
Statistics 2012
A total of 50 Further and/or Higher Education service
providers have responded to the NCFHE Further and
Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012, which covered
the academic year starting October 2011 ending June
2012. These service providers reported on the number
of programmes of study that they had been running
throughout the academic year, with the cut off date
being the 31st of March 2012. Complementing this
information, service providers reported on the number
of students over the age of compulsory education that
were following these courses. The NCFHE is aware of
other Further and/or Higher Education service providers;
however, these were not included in this report given
that response to the Survey was not received. Solely
for the purpose of this report, the NCFHE relies on the
self-reported level rating of programmes by providers.
However, this report does not constitute formal
accreditation of any of the programmes of study run by
service providers. Intended future plans require that
reported statistics in this report will be solely based upon
accredited programmes of study, meaning that the report
will only include information on programmes of study
which have acquired a formal accreditation status based
RQWKH0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUN 04) IURPWKH
RI¿FLDOO\ UHFRJQLVHG FRPSHWHQW DXWKRULW\ WKH 1&)+(
in compliance with the law as applicable at that time.
Charts 5.1 and 5.2 illustrate a list of service providers
that participated in the survey carried out by the
&RPPLVVLRQ LQ WKH \HDU   &KDUW  VSHFL¿FDOO\
represents a list of service providers that claimed to

have been offering programmes of study at a Further
OHYHOWKXVFRXUVHVWKDWOHDGWRTXDOL¿FDWLRQVRUDZDUGV
DWOHYHOVWRRIWKH0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUN
(MQF) for Lifelong Learning. On the other hand, Chart
VSHFL¿FDOO\UHSUHVHQWVDOLVWRIVHUYLFHSURYLGHUVWKDW
claimed to have been offering programmes of study at a
Higher level, thus, referring to tertiary level courses that
OHDG WR TXDOL¿FDWLRQV RU DZDUGV DW OHYHOV  WR  RI WKH
0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUNIRU/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJ
Both charts differentiate between state, state-dependent,
and independent service providers, which are further
grouped into those which offer academic-based or
vocational programmes of study. One can note that
some service providers are listed in both charts,
meaning that these institutions claim to be running
programmes of study at both Further and Higher levels.
This all depends upon the license that these service
providers would have applied for. The NCFHE, being
the recognised competent Authority responsible for
the licensing of Further and Higher Education service
providers as from August 1st 2012, gives the right to
any prospective applicant wishing to provide Further
and/or Higher Education to opt for one of the following
categories of licenses:109






Further Education Centre
Further Education Institution
Higher Education Institution
Further and Higher Education Institution
University

109. As per Legal Notice 296 of 2012; Further and Higher Education (Licensing, Accreditation and Quality Assurance) Regulations, 2012

NCFHE FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION STATISTICS 2012 | 66

CHART 5.1 – LIST OF INSTITUTIONS PROVIDING FURTHER EDUCATION BY FUNDING AND TYPE

Funding

Type

Name
*LRYDQQL&XUPL+LJKHU6HFRQGDU\

Academic

6LU0$5HIDOR3RVW6HFRQGDU\*R]R
8QLYHUVLW\RI0DOWD*)$EHOD-XQLRU&ROOHJH
*R]R6FKRRORI'UDPD
*R]R6FKRRORI0XVLF

State

,QVWLWXWHRI7RXULVP6WXGLHV ,76
Vocational

-RKDQQ6WUDXVV6FKRRORI0XVLF
0DOWD&ROOHJHRI$UWV6FLHQFH 7HFKQRORJ\ 0&$67
0DOWD6FKRRORI$UW
0LNHODQJ%RUJ'UDPD&HQWUH

Dependent

Academic

'H/D6DOOH&ROOHJH
6W$OR\VLXV6L[WK)RUP
$OOLDQFH)UDQFDLVH'H0DOWH
Business Education Tutors
Centro Cultural Hispano Maltes
(,(,QVWLWXWHRI(GXFDWLRQ
German-Maltese Circle
,QVWLWXWHRI)LQDQFLDO6HUYLFHV
,QVWLWXWHRI/HJDO6WXGLHV

Academic

0DOWD,QWHUQDWLRQDO7UDLQLQJ&HQWUH
0DOWD6FKRRORI)O\LQJ
6DLQW0DUWLQ¶V,QVWLWXWHRI+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ
STC Training
6W(GZDUG¶V,QWHUQDWLRQDO%DFFDODXUHDWH6L[WK)RUP
6W0DUN¶V,QVWLWXWH
6W0DUWLQ¶V6L[WK)RUP

Independent

9HUGDOD,QWHUQDWLRQDO6FKRRO
$OLVRQ:KLWH'DQFH6WXGLR0DOWD
$XGUH\¶V+HDOWK %HDXW\&HQWUH
%HDXW\7HFK+DLU %HDXW\$FDGHP\
%ULJLWWH*DXFL%RUGD%DOOHW6FKRRO
&DUH0DOWD/WG
Compex Computer Training
Vocational

&RPSXWHU'RPDLQ/WG
)XWXUH)RFXV/WG
Helen O’Grady Academy
/HDUQNH\7UDLQLQJ,QVWLWXWH
Masquerade Arts Centre
Nefertiti Beauty Academy
3DXO&XUPL'DQFH6WXGLR
7KH'DQFH:RUNVKRS

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)
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CHART 5.2 - LIST OF INSTITUTIONS PROVIDING HIGHER EDUCATION BY FUNDING AND TYPE

Funding

Type

Name

Academic

University of Malta
,QVWLWXWHRI7RXULVP6WXGLHV ,76

State

Vocational

-RKDQQ6WUDXVV6FKRRORI0XVLF
0DOWD&ROOHJHRI$UWV6FLHQFH 7HFKQRORJ\ 0&$67
0DOWD6FKRRORI$UW
$OOLHG&RQVXOWDQWV/WG
%333URIHVVLRQDO(GXFDWLRQ0DOWD/WG
(,(,QVWLWXWHRI(GXFDWLRQ
*HVWDOW3V\FKRWKHUDS\7UDLQLQJ,QVWLWXWH0DOWD
,QVWLWXWHRI)LQDQFLDO6HUYLFHV

Academic

0DOWD,QVWLWXWHRI0DQDJHPHQW
0DOWD,QWHUQDWLRQDO7UDLQLQJ&HQWUH
6DLQW0DUWLQ¶V,QVWLWXWHRI+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ
6W&DWKHULQH¶V+LJK6FKRRO+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ&HQWUH

Independent

STC Training
7KH0DOWD,QVWLWXWHRI$FFRXQWDQWV
7KH5LFKDUG&ODUNH$FDGHP\
%ULJLWWH*DXFL%RUGD%DOOHW6FKRRO
&RPSXWHU'RPDLQ/WG
)XWXUH)RFXV/WG
Vocational

/HDUQNH\7UDLQLQJ,QVWLWXWH
Masquerade Arts Centre
Nefertiti Beauty Academy
2OLYLD'RZ6FKRRORI5XVVLDQ%DOOHW

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

Results from Chart 5.1 show that for the year ended 2012,
from a total of 50 service providers in Malta that have
responded to the survey, a total of 41 service providers
claimed to have been running courses at a Further level,
thus at MQF levels 1 to 4; 10 of which being state-run
institutions, 2 state-dependent, and 29 being independent
service providers run by the private sector. Results from
chart 5.2 show that from a total of 50 service providers
that responded to the 2012 survey, 24 service providers
claimed to have been running courses at a Higher level,
thus at MQF levels 5 to 8; 5 of which being state-run
and 19 being independent service providers, run by the
private sector. It is pertinent to highlight that charts 5.1
and 5.2 do not necessarily represent the category type of
the license holders. This is because keeping in mind that

the institutions were asked to only report on programmes
in which students above the age of compulsory education
were involved, one cannot exclude the fact that these
service providers could have also been offering Further
and/or Higher level courses other than those reported in the
survey in which only students under 17 years of age were
involved; of which statistics were not eligible to this survey.
Chart 5.3 depicts that from the 50 Further and/or Higher
Education service providers that responded to the survey
in 2012, a total of 392 programmes of study at a Further
level (MQF levels 1-4) on a full-time and part-time basis
were being offered during the academic year ended 2012.
)XUWKHUPRUHDV&KDUWLOOXVWUDWHVWKLV¿JXUHJRHVXS
to 479 programmes of study if short courses (87) are
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CHART 5.3 - TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION IN FURTHER EDUCATION AND COURSE BREAKDOWN BY
INSTITUTION OWNERSHIP (EXCLUDING SHORT COURSES)

Public

% of Total

Private

% of Total

Total

% of Total

238

61%

154

39%

392

100%

6WXGHQW3RSXODWLRQ )XUWKHU$FDGHPLF

5,039

76%

1,570

24%

6,609

100%

6WXGHQW3RSXODWLRQ )XUWKHU9RFDWLRQDO

4,399

68%

2,055

32%

6,454

100%

&RXUVHV )XUWKHU 04)/HYHOV

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

CHART 5.4 - TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION IN FURTHER EDUCATION AND COURSE BREAKDOWN BY
INSTITUTION OWNERSHIP (INCLUDING SHORT COURSES)

&RXUVHV )XUWKHU LQFOVKRUWFRXUVHV
6WXGHQW3RSXODWLRQ

3XEOLF

% of Total

3ULYDWH

% of Total

Total

% of Total

268

56%

211

44%

479

100%

11,808

74%

4,048

26%

15,856

100%

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

included. Considering Further level programmes of study
at full-time and part-time basis (excluding short courses)
during the academic year 2012, 61% of the programmes
were provided by state-run service providers (public
sector), whilst 39% were provided by state-dependent and
independent service providers altogether (private sector).
Chart 5.3 also explains that the share of students at
a Further level (MQF levels 1-4) in the public sector
amounts to 72%, whereas at that same level, the share of
students in the private sector amounts to 28%. From a
total number of students at a Further level in the public
sector (9,438), 53% of which were enrolled in academic
based programmes of study, and 47% were enrolled in
vocational programmes of study. On the other hand, from

the total number of Further level students registered with
the private sector (3,625), 43% of which were enrolled
in academic programmes, whereas 57% were enrolled in
vocational programmes of study.
Results from charts 5.3 and 5.4 show that for the year
2012, the total student population at a Further level in
programmes of study at full-time and part-time basis was
that of 13,063 students. Given that chart 5.4 depicts that
including also short courses with full-time and part-time
courses, the total student population would amount up to
15,856 students, this means that as at the year end 2012, a
total of 2,793 students were following a short course at a
Further level of education, that would generally lead to an
DZDUGLQVWHDGWRDIXOOTXDOL¿FDWLRQ
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CHART 5.5 - NUMBER OF FURTHER EDUCATION PROGRAMMES BY MODE OF STUDY (FULL-TIME, PART-TIME,
OR SHORT COURSE) AND (DAY, EVENING, OR DISTANCE LEARNING)

Number of Further Education courses by mode of study
Day
(Full
Time)

Day
(Part
Time)

Day
(Short
Course)

Evening
(Full
Time)

Evening
(Part
Time)

Evening
(Short
Course)

Distance
Learning
(Full
Time)

Distance
Learning
(Part
Time)

Distance
Learning
(Short
courses)

Total

7RWDO)(FRXUVHV
H[FOVKRUWFRXUVHV

203

21

0

14

150

0

1

3

0

392

7RWDOVKRUWFRXUVHV

0

0

17

0

0

69

0

0

1

87

7RWDO)(FRXUVHV
LQFOVKRUWFRXUVHV

203

21

17

14

150

69

1

3

1

479

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

Chart 5.5 illustrates by mode of delivery the number
of courses at a Further level, that were being provided
in Malta by the service providers as at 2012. If short
courses are included, as at the academic year ended
2012, 241 day programmes at a Further level were being
offered; 84% of which provided at full-time basis, 9% at
a part-time basis, and 7% of which being short courses.
233 evening programmes at a Further level were being
offered; 6% of which provided at a full-time basis,
64% at a part-time basis, and 30% of which being short
courses. From all Further level programmes of study
(full-time, part-time, short courses), 1 short course, 1
full-time, and 3 part-time programmes of study were
provided by means of distance learning, where for the
purpose of this survey, only service providers licensed to
operate in Malta and who are providing distance learning

to students residing in Malta are included. Students
not residing in Malta who are following programmes
of study by means of distance learning run by service
providers that are licensed to operate in Malta, are
outside the scope of this survey.
Furthermore, Chart 5.6 illustrates the student population
in Further Education including those following shortcourses, split by course mode of delivery and gender.
The chart indicates that day programmes were mostly
popular with students following full-time courses with
both males and females; whereas evening programmes
were mostly popular with students following short
courses and part-time programmes. The distance
learning mode of study remains a niche area with
students in Malta, where in 2012, a total of 64 students

CHART 5.6 - FURTHER EDUCATION STUDENT POPULATION BY GENDER AND MODE OF STUDY (INCLUDING
SHORT COURSES)

Day
Gender

Evening

Distance Learning
Total

% of
Total

3

7,562

48%

12

1

8,294

52%

35

4

15,856

100%

Full
Time

Part
Time

Short
Course

Full
Time

Part
Time

Short
Course

Full
Time

Part
Time

Short
Course

)HPDOHV

5,077

57

40

48

1,204

1,098

12

23

Males

5,742

162

38

0

713

1,613

13

Total

10,819

219

78

48

1,917

2,711

25

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)
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CHART 5.7 – TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION IN HIGHER EDUCATION AND COURSE BREAKDOWN BY
INSTITUTION OWNERSHIP (EXCLUDING SHORT COURSES)

Public

% of Total

Private

% of Total

Total

% of Total

354

80%

88

20%

442

100%

12,403

84%

2,315

16%

14,718

100%

&RXUVHV +LJKHU 04)/HYHOVH[FOVKRUWFRXUVHV
6WXGHQW3RSXODWLRQ

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

were registered within distance learning programmes.
Nevertheless, there was an increase in the number of
students enrolled in these type of courses compared to the
previous year, where only 4 students were registered in
distance learning programmes at a Further level in 2011.
Form all of the various modes of study, the majority of
students (males and females) were found within fulltime day programmes. Overall, short courses were
mostly popular with males especially through evening
programmes, and part-time courses were mostly popular
with females especially through evening programmes.
Similar to Chart 5.3, Chart 5.7 depicts the percentage
of students in this instance, in Higher Education, by
sector, together with course breakdown by sector.
Results show that in 2012, tertiary level programmes
were predominantly offered by public institutions

(80%), while 20% were offered by private service
providers. Regarding tertiary student population, 84%
were enrolled within the public sector, whereas 16%
were enrolled within the private sector. Although these
statistics clearly depict that most students at a Higher
level are predominantly attending programmes of study
run by public institutions, the share of students in the
private sector has increased by 5% when it is compared
to the previous year, from 11% in 2011 to 16% in 2012.
Similar to Chart 5.5, Chart 5.8 depicts the number of
Higher level programmes by mode of study for the
year 2012 including short courses. A total of 223 day
programmes including full-time (92%), part-time
(8%), and short courses (0%), altogether were being
provided. A total of 197 evening programmes including
full-time (3%), part-time (97%), and short courses

CHART 5.8 - NUMBER OF HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAMMES BY MODE OF STUDY (FULL-TIME, PART-TIME,
OR SHORT COURSE) AND (DAY, EVENING, OR DISTANCE LEARNING)

Number of Higher Education courses by mode of study
Day
(Full Time)

Day
(Part Time)

Day
(Short
Course)

Evening
(Full Time)

Evening
(Part Time)

Evening
(Short
Course)

Distance
Learning
(Full Time)

Distance
Learning
(Part Time)

Total

Total HE courses
H[FOVKRUWFRXUVHV

205

18

0

5

192

0

6

16

442

7RWDOVKRUWFRXUVHV

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Total HE courses
LQFOVKRUWFRXUVHV

205

18

0

5

192

0

6

16

442

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)
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CHART 5.9 - HIGHER EDUCATION STUDENT POPULATION BY GENDER AND MODE OF STUDY (INCLUDING
SHORT COURSES)

Day
Gender

Evening

Distance Learning
Total

% of
Total

Full
Time

Part
Time

Short
Course

Full
Time

Part
Time

Short
Course

Full
Time

Part
Time

Short
Course

)HPDOHV

5,268

1,044

0

21

1,579

0

36

75

0

8,023

55%

Males

4,279

951

0

29

1,349

0

31

56

0

6,695

45%

Total

9,547

1,995

0

50

2,928

0

67

131

0

14,718

100%

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

(0%) altogether were being provided. Furthermore,
a total of 22 programmes run by means of distance
learning were registered; 27% of which being full-time
study programmes, and 73% being part-time study
programmes.
In addition to the preceding chart, Chart 5.9 illustrates
the tertiary level student population, however in this
instance, statistics are split by gender and by course mode.
The chart shows that for both males and females, day
programmes were mostly popular with students following
full-time courses; whereas for both males and females,
evening programmes were mostly popular with students
following part-time courses. Similar to previous years, if
comparison is made between Further level students and
Higher level students, statistics show that the distance

learning mode of study is more popular with tertiary level
students rather than with students at a Further level, where
year after year student enrolments in these type of courses
are increasing. For instance, in 2010 the number of Higher
Education students in distance learning programmes was
that of 97, in 2011 this went up to 152, and in 2012 it
further increased to a total of 198 students. However,
despite this increase, distance learning remains the least
chosen mode of study having a share of only 1.3% from
the total student population in Higher Education, that of
14,718 students. Unlike previous years statistics, where it
was evident that distance learning programmes were more
popular with men, in 2012, results show the opposite,
where the distance learning mode of study was mostly
popular with females with a share of 56% and 44% for
men respectively.
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CHART 5.10 - STUDENT POPULATION AND PROGRAMMES, BY FIELD OF STUDY, MODE, AND GENDER
IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Courses

Student population

Full Time

Part Time

Total
Courses

% of Total

Female

Male

Grand
Total

% of Total

Agriculture and veterinary science

4

0

4

1%

20

26

46

0%

Education

11

22

33

7%

1,345

421

1,766

12%

Engineering, manufacturing and construction

16

9

25

6%

228

630

858

6%

+HDOWKDQGZHOIDUH

22

27

49

11%

1,355

758

2,113

14%

Humanities and arts

32

50

82

19%

1,281

802

2,083

14%

6FLHQFHPDWKHPDWLFVDQGFRPSXWLQJ

31

23

54

12%

381

1,204

1,585

11%

Services

46

21

67

15%

452

456

908

6%

6RFLDOVFLHQFHEXVLQHVVDQGODZ

54

74

128

29%

2,961

2,398

5,359

36%

Higher Total

216

226

442

100%

8,023

6,695

14,718

100%

Field of Study

(Source: NCFHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2012)

Finally, Chart 5.10 shows the distribution of Higher
level courses by programme mode (full-time/parttime), and the distribution of Higher level students
by gender, split by the 8 classifications of fields of
study. For another consecutive year, the highest
share of student participation is in the field of
Social Science, Business and Law (36%), followed
by Health and Welfare (14%), Humanities and Arts
(14%), Education (12%), Science, Mathematics and

Computing (11%), Services (6%), and Engineering,
Manufacturing and Construction (6%). Regarding
the number of programmes available for each field
of study one can say that this generally reflects the
participation rates outlined above. The chart also
shows that from the total number of courses being
available at a Higher level (442), the share of full-time
programmes of study was that of (49%), and the share
of part-time programmes of study was that of (51%).
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75 | NCFHE FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION STATISTICS 2012

Eurostat Database – Statistics: Education and Training: 18 year olds in education – participation rates, all levels (%)
(Online)
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Date accessed: 22/08/2013
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Legislation
Laws of Malta., Education Act, Chapter 327, Article 63; Article 66(c),(d); Article 68 (1),(2).
Laws of Malta., Education Act, Chapter 327, %5HJXODWLRQVDQG%\H/DZV52,±$GPLVVLRQ5HJXODWLRQV; 6 (6.1.)
Laws of Malta., Education Act (CAP. 327): L.N. 296 of 2012; Further and Higher Education (Licensing, Accreditation
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/DZVRI0DOWD(GXFDWLRQ$FW &$3 /1RI0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUNIRU/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJ
Regulations, 2012
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Appendix
List of Acronyms
B.A.

Bachelor of Arts

CSFP

Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan

ECDL

European Computer Driving License

ECTS

European Credit Transfer System

ECVET

European Credit System for Vocational Education and Training

(4)(XURSHDQ4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUN
ESA

European Space Agency

ESL

Early School Leaver

EU

European Union

EUC

Erasmus University Charter

EUPA

European Union Programmes Agency

F&HE

Further and Higher Education

ICT

Information and Communications Technology

,6&(',QWHUQDWLRQDO6WDQGDUG&ODVVL¿FDWLRQRI(GXFDWLRQ
ITS

Institute of Tourism Studies

L.N.

Legal Notice

0$76(&0DWULFXODWLRQDQG6HFRQGDU\(GXFDWLRQ&HUWL¿FDWH
MCAST

Malta College of Arts, Science and Technology

MEDE

Ministry of Education and Employment

MGSS-PG

Malta Government Scholarship Scheme Post Graduate

MGSS-UG

Malta Government Scholarship Scheme Under Graduate

04)0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUN
045,&0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV5HFRJQLWLRQDQG,QIRUPDWLRQ&HQWUH
NCFHE

National Commission for Further and Higher Education

14)1DWLRQDO4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUN
1621DWLRQDO6WDWLVWLFV2I¿FH
OECD

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

Ph.D

Doctor of Philosophy

4)(+($4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUNRIWKH(XURSHDQ+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ$UHD
S.T.A.R.

Scholarship to Achieve Results in ICT and Financial Services

6(&6HFRQGDU\(GXFDWLRQ&HUWL¿FDWH
SMP

Student Mobility Placement

SMS

Student Mobility Study

STEPS

Strategic Education Pathways Scholarship Scheme

81(6&28QLWHG1DWLRQV(GXFDWLRQDO6FLHQWL¿FDQG&XOWXUDO2UJDQLVDWLRQ
VET

Vocational Education and Training
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,QVWLWXWLRQFODVVL¿FDWLRQDQGGH¿QLWLRQV
Field Name

Description

Ownership

Public: if state run
Private: if non-state run

Funding

State: if public and state funded
Dependent: if private and state funded
Independent: if private and non-state funded

3URJUDPPH&RXUVHFODVVL¿FDWLRQDQGGH¿QLWLRQV
Field name

Description

Course Name

1DPHRIWKHFRXUVHDVWKHTXDOL¿FDWLRQWKDWZLOOEHVKRZQRQWKHWUDQVFULSW$
distinction is made between Bachelor and Honours programmes such that both
programmes are considered as 2 separate programmes.

Duration (Months)

The duration of study per course measured in months, excluding vacation
periods.

Duration
(Academic Years)

Academic years are considered in terms of 9 month equivalent periods of study.

Status (Open / Closed /
Unavailable)

$FRXUVHLVFODVVL¿HGDV
open if it is offered in that particular academic year,
closed if it is not offered in that particular academic year and
unavailable if it will no longer be offered
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Area of Study

Areas of Study include:
1. Tourism
2. Agribusiness, Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing
3. Art & Design
4. Architecture, Building & Construction
5. Business & Commerce
6. Community Services
7. Electrical, Electronics & Mechanical Engineering
8. ICT & Computing
9. Maritime
10. Medicine & Surgery
11. Dental Surgery
12. Health Care
13. Linguistics
14. Social Behavioural Science
15. Journalism and Information
16. Laws
17. Teacher Training
18. Education Science
19. Arts
20. Humanities
21. Physical Sciences
22. Environmental Protection and Conservation
23. Security Services
24. Foundation Programmes (General) for the UOM
25. Diplomacy, European & International Relations
8QFODVVL¿HG
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Field of Study

3URJUDPPHVDUHFODVVL¿HGLQWR)LHOGVRI6WXG\DVFODVVL¿HG
by Eurydice. Fields of Study include:
1. Education
2. Humanities & Arts
3. Social Science, Business & Law
4. Science, Mathematics & Computing
5. Engineering, Manufacturing & Construction
6. Agriculture & Veterinary Science
7. Health & Welfare
8. Services
As a general rule, Fields of Study are mapped to the Area of
study as follows:
Area of Study
Tourism
Agribusiness, Agriculture,
Forestry and Fishing
Art and Design
Architecture, Building and
Construction
Business and Commerce
Community Services
Electrical, Electronics and
Mechanical Engineering
ICT and Computing

Field of Study
Services
Agriculture and Veterinary
science
Humanities and Arts
Engineering, Manufacturing and
Construction
Social science, Business and Law
Services
Engineering, Manufacturing and
Construction
Science, Mathematics and
Computing
Maritime
Services
Medicine and Surgery
Health and Welfare
Dental Surgery
Health and Welfare
Health Care
Health and Welfare
Linguistics
Humanities and Arts
Social Behavioural Science Social science, Business and Law
Journalism and Information Social science, Business and Law
Laws
Social science, Business and Law
Teacher Training
Education
Education Science
Education
Arts
Humanities and Arts
Humanities
Humanities and Arts
Physical Sciences
Science, Mathematics and
Computing
Environment Protection
Services
Security Services
Services
Foundation Programmes
Services
Diplomacy, European and Social science, Business and
International Relations
Law
8QFODVVL¿HG
Services
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Course Type

Vocational: If education is work oriented and includes a large element of
WUDLQLQJ ZKLFK LV HTXLYDOHQW WR OHYHOV  RI WKH 1DWLRQDO 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV
Framework (NQF). Vocational education and training (VET) refers to that
type of education and training which is related to a trade and which is closely
related to the world of work.1109RFDWLRQDOHGXFDWLRQLVGH¿QHGDV(GXFDWLRQ
that is designed for learners to acquire the knowledge, skills and competencies
VSHFL¿FWRDSDUWLFXODURFFXSDWLRQRUWUDGHRUFODVVRIRFFXSDWLRQVRUWUDGHV
Vocational education may have work-based components (e.g. apprenticeships).
Successful completion of such programmes leads to labour-market relevant
YRFDWLRQDO TXDOL¿FDWLRQV DFNQRZOHGJHG DV RFFXSDWLRQDOO\RULHQWHG E\ WKH
relevant national authorities and/or the labour market.111 Vocational education
and training programmes fall under the ECVET European Credit System under
the Copenhagen Process.
Academic: If education is more research-based and theory-based referring to
the conventional type of education such as that provided by Universities, and is
equivalent to levels 1-8 of the MQF. Higher Education programmes fall under
the ECTS European Credit System under the Bologna Process.

Time Basis

$FRXUVHLVFODVVL¿HGDFFRUGLQJWRZKHWKHULWLVVWXGLHGRQWKHEDVLVRIFull Time,
Part Time (same programme of study as that on a full-time basis but spread
over a longer period of time approx. 0.5 full-time equivalence (FTE)/year) or
Short Course (generally with a minimum of 4 ECTS or ECVET credits, refer
to the national accreditation awards system as per Malta Referencing Report;
3rd Revised Edition April 2012; p. 134)

Day or Evening or
Distance

$FRXUVHLVFODVVL¿HGDFFRUGLQJWRZKHWKHULWLVVWXGLHGRQDDay, Evening or
on a Distance Learning basis.

4XDOL¿FDWLRQWLWOH

&DWHJRULVHVTXDOL¿FDWLRQVE\W\SHRIQDPHXVHGLQWLWOHDVIROORZV
1. &HUWL¿FDWH
2. Diploma
3. Higher National Diploma
4. 8QGHUJUDGXDWH&HUWL¿FDWH
5. Undergraduate Diploma
6. Bachelor
7. 3RVWJUDGXDWH&HUWL¿FDWH
8. Postgraduate Diploma
9. Masters
10. Doctorate

110. MQC, 2010. VET Policy Report – Progress in the Policy Priority Areas for Vocational Education and Training.
Malta, 2010, Malta, Malta Qualifications Council
111. UNESCO, 2011. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), International Standard Classification of Education –
ISCED 2011, p. 81.
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Programme Accreditation
Level

Further: ‘Further Education’ means all non-compulsory formal, non-formal
DQGLQIRUPDOOHDUQLQJZKLFKVHUYHVWRREWDLQDQDWLRQDOTXDOL¿FDWLRQFODVVL¿HG
XSWRDQGLQFOXGLQJOHYHORIWKH0DOWD4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUNRUDIRUHLJQ
TXDOL¿FDWLRQ DW D FRPSDUDEOH OHYHO112 Thus, referring to the provision of
‘Further Education programmes’ and not ‘Higher Education programmes’ (i.e.
at MQF levels 1 - 4).
Higher: ‘Higher Education’ means all non-compulsory formal, non-formal and
LQIRUPDO OHDUQLQJ RU UHVHDUFK ZKLFK VHUYHV WR REWDLQ D QDWLRQDO TXDOL¿FDWLRQ
FODVVL¿HGDWOHYHORIWKH0DOWD
4XDOL¿FDWLRQV)UDPHZRUNRUKLJKHURUDIRUHLJQTXDOL¿FDWLRQDWD
comparable level. 113 Thus, referring to the provision of ‘Higher Education
programmes’ and not ‘Further Education programmes’ (i.e. at MQF levels 5 8).

112. Laws of Malta., Education Act, Chapter 327, Article 63; p. 34
113. Laws of Malta., Education Act, Chapter 327, Article 63; p. 35
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7KHVLJQL¿FDQFHRIHGXFDWLRQVWDWLVWLFVLVHVSHFLDOO\LPSRUWDQWLQYLHZRISURYLGLQJDQLQGLFDWLRQRIIXWXUHODERXU
PDUNHWVFHQDULRV7KHOHYHOWRZKLFKDGXOWVKDYHVWXGLHGLVYHU\RIWHQXVHGDVDSUR[\IRUWKHOHYHORIKXPDQ
FDSLWDOLQWHUPVRIVNLOOVDYDLODEOHLQWKHSRSXODWLRQDSUR[\ZKLFKLVVLJQL¿FDQWHVSHFLDOO\LQFRXQWLHVOLNH0DOWD
ZKHUHGXHWROLPLWHGQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHVKXPDQFDSLWDOLVWKHPRVWSRZHUIXOUHVRXUFH.HHSLQJLQPLQGWKHFXUUHQW
global economic turmoil, indicative statistical analysis on education certainly serves an important role as a means
IRUHYLGHQFHEDVHGDQGDIIHFWLYHSROLF\PDNLQJRQVRFLRHFRQRPLFDVSHFWV*LYHQWKHZLGHVSUHDGUHFRJQLWLRQ
that education is a key driver of economic competitiveness, this calls for high quality education provision on
DZLGHVFDOHFRQVHTXHQWO\)XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQSROLF\UHPDLQVDNH\LVVXHRQWKHQDWLRQDODJHQGD
0HDVXULQJ WKH RXWFRPHVRI WKLV VHFWRU DJDLQVWWKH YDULRXV WDUJHWV HVWDEOLVKHGLV QHFHVVDU\ IRU HYLGHQFHEDVHG
policy contributing to future developments.

7KLVUHSRUWLVWKH¿IWKHGLWLRQVLQFHDQGLVWKHUHVXOWRIWKHDQQXDO1&)+()XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ
6WDWLVWLFV6XUYH\RIZKLFKZDVFDUULHGRXWDPRQJVWWKH)XUWKHUDQGRU+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQVHUYLFHSURYLGHUVLQ
0DOWDERWKLQWKHSXEOLFDQGSULYDWHVHFWRU7KHUHVHDUFKJDWKHUVLQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHQXPEHURISHUVRQVUHJLVWHUHG
DVVWXGHQWVLQDOORIWKHOLVWHG)XUWKHUDQGRU+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQVHUYLFHSURYLGHUVLQ0DOWDZKRDUHFRQWLQXLQJWKHLU
VWXGLHVEH\RQGWKHDJHRIFRPSXOVRU\HGXFDWLRQ7KHUHSRUWGUDZVXS¿QGLQJVRQVWDWLVWLFDODQDO\VLVEDVHGRQWKH
DFDGHPLF\HDUHQGHG-XQH5HIHUHQFHLVDOVRPDGHWRSDVWVWDWLVWLFDOGDWDGDWLQJEDFNWRZLWKWKHVFRSH
of providing means of statistical comparisons throughout the years. The report also makes reference to other
similar studies on the sector carried out by NCFHE, including other sources of information such as international
statistics based on Eurostat and OECD data.

The extensive research focuses on:



FXUUHQWWUHQGVRIVWXGHQWSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQ)XUWKHUDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQLQ0DOWDEH\RQGWKHDJHRI
FRPSXOVRU\HGXFDWLRQZKHUHVWDWLVWLFVDUHVSOLWE\VHFWRU )XUWKHURU+LJKHU 



VWXGHQWGHPRJUDSKLFVDQGSDUWLFLSDWLRQUDWHVE\¿HOGRIVWXG\



WKHWLPHEDVLVDYDLODELOLW\RIVWXG\SURJUDPPHVE\PRGHRIGHOLYHU\




FRPSDULVRQVEHWZHHQORFDODQGLQWHUQDWLRQDOEHQFKPDUNVZLWKVSHFLDOUHIHUHQFHWRWKH
(XURSH6WUDWHJ\WDUJHWVIRUWKHGHFDGH  

-

developments in evidence-based research and statistical methodology.
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