Further and higher education policy remains increasingly important on the
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economic competitiveness calls for the high-quality education to be provided
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targets established is necessary for focused and sustained progress.
This report provides information on:
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more and better Further and
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Disclaimer
The research methods used for this particular study
were both primary and secondary data sources. The
Primary source for the local statistical data was the
Annual Further and Higher Education Statistics
Survey conducted by the National Commission
for Higher Education (NCHE).
An online
survey information system was used as the main
research tool for acquiring primary data. Several
secondary data sources were then used to compile
international statistics. All data sources were fully
and specifically acknowledged where ever adopted
from other sources by means of in-text citations
and the bibliography at the end of the report. The
websites used for third party information were all
referenced. However, the NCHE has no control
over the change or availability of these sources in
the future.
The survey was conducted in full collaboration
with the National Statistics Office (NSO), and
the Ministry for Education, Employment and the
Family (MEEF). According to the mutually agreed
terms of reference, all providers participating in
the survey are aware that the data they provide for
the survey is used as an administrative source, and
a single point of collection for the three entities
(NCHE, NSO, and MEEF). The Commission can
only publish macro data and does not disseminate
any micro information to any third party other
than the NSO and the Ministry for Education,
Employment, and the Family. All data collected
was analyzed, stored, and processed in the most
reliable and accurate manner as it was submitted

by the institutions. While the NCHE strives to keep
an updated and correct figure of all information, it
makes no representations or warranties of any kind,
expressed or implied, about the completeness,
accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability
with respect to the information submitted by all
providers. It is also in the remit of statisticians to
update past statistics, and hence any mismatches
between data in previously published material and
newly published material would be due to data
updates.
In view of the established Malta Qualifications
Framework, all providers have reported the MQF
level of their programmes and qualifications. For
some entities the MQF levels have been approved
by the Malta Qualifications Council (MQC).
However, in other cases the process is still being
completed, and hence, the NCHE relies on the selfreported level ratings by providers. This does not
mean that the NCHE has automatically awarded
or approved the accreditation status as claimed by
these institutions.
The content of this publication is covered by the
provisions of the Copyright Act, the laws of Malta,
policies, regulations and international agreements
entered into by the NCHE. The information is
available for non-commercial public use. No part of
this publication shall be replicated and represented
as an official version, nor as having been produced
in affiliation with or with the endorsement of the
NCHE, without prior permission from NCHE.
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Executive Summary
This is the third edition of the Annual Further
and Higher Education Statistics Report, which
is aimed at addressing all stakeholders involved
in the education sector.
It collates factual
information on the situation of the Further and
Higher education sector in Malta, and benchmarks
national statistics results with international facts.
This report should therefore provide an overall
picture on this particular sector. It gives a very
interesting insight on demographic facts for this
sector, and explores detailed information on the
different Further and Higher educational courses
provided in Malta.
Some of the main highlights of this report reveal
that post-secondary vocational education is
becoming more attractive than post-secondary
academic education, where the participation
rates of full-time students enrolled within postsecondary (vocational) courses have acceded that
of full-time (academic) courses; there has been
a significant increase in the participation rate of
17 year olds from 60% in 2009 to 73% in the year
2010, which is attributable to higher participation
rates at MCAST; for the first time 63 students were
awarded a vocational Bachelor’s Degree at MQF
level 6; participation rate of 19 year olds in further
and higher education as at the 31st of March
2010 was that of 56%; the year 2010 registered
the highest participation rate of tertiary students;
the majority of tertiary students tend to choose
the Social Science, Business and Law fields; and
that the rates of graduates in Malta at MQF levels
6, 7, 8 (ISCED 5-6) in Mathematics, Science, and
Technology, aged between 20-29 years are still
relatively low when compared to the EU-27.

This has been a successful year, where more
institutions providing post-secondary and tertiary
education have participated in the survey. Overall,
36 institutions being state, state-dependent,
and independent have provided their timely
contribution. The NCHE sees an opportunity
in the fact that policy processes are becoming
more incremental. Different stakeholders such
as student representatives, heads of institutions,
teachers and staff, parents, service providers,
and employers, are showing more enthusiasm to
contribute to this sector. This is a very encouraging
sign of development, and triggers authorities to
proceed successfully with structured dialogue and
consultation processes with different stakeholders.
The NCHE believes that the only way for a better
and an improved educational system derives
from full consultation with different interested
and direct stakeholders. These can all provide
the Commission with sufficient information and
ideas on how Malta can improve the services in
this sector and adopt a more student-centered
approach.
One of the limitations of this survey is that for the
time being, institutions participate on a voluntary
basis. However, the NCHE looks forward to the
endorsement of the revised Education Act as
this would ensure the obligatory participation of
all existent institutions providing Further and
Higher education services in Malta. This will help
the NCHE to develop an accurate picture of this
sector for the future years to come, in its mission
to inform and consult the Government on Further
and Higher education.
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Chapter 1:

Introduction

Since 2008, this is the third annual Further
and Higher Education Statistics report that has
been published by the National Commission
for Higher Education (NCHE). It is based on a
survey which was conducted by the Commission
itself.
The task was to ask all existent
institutions in Malta providing further and/or
higher education services, to provide us with
data relevant to the courses and headcount of
students enrolled within their institutions. The
aim was to build a specific data set record on
all institutions providing further and higher
education, in order for the NCHE to develop an
overall picture for this particular sector. The
annual Further and Higher education survey
is a critical exercise for the Commission. This
is due to the fact that one of its mission tasks
is to inform the public on this sector, and more
importantly, to provide adequate and specific
consultation to the Government on further and
higher education.
For the benefit of those readers who are not
familiar with the NCHE’s work, one can briefly
describe the Commission as an independent
research agency, as well as a consultative and an
advisory body for the Government on Further
and Higher education; which was set up in
2006. The main functions range from:
(i)

organising consultation activities and
developing a forum of structured dialogue
amongst the different stakeholders who
are directly or indirectly involved with the
sector;
(ii) appointing international advisory panels
of experts;
(iii) liaising with European institutions and
the European Commission;
(iv) collecting data, statistics, financial, and
1

2

audit reports of all further and higher
education institutions;
(v) maintaining an updated register of
all existent authorised and accredited
institutions and programmes available
offering further and higher education
services in Malta;
(vi) publishing significant annual reviews,
mainly the NCHE Further and Higher
Education Statistics report, and the NCHE
Annual Report;
(vii) and to develop and update from time to
time, a National Strategy for Further and
Higher education.
Moreover, the NCHE works very closely with
the Malta Qualifications Council (MQC), which
have both amalgamated to become one entity
as from December 2010.1 The MQC coordinates
several national and international projects
relating to the development and enhancement
of further and higher education services in
Malta.2 Amongst its several important functions,
the MQC screens, validates, recognizes, and
accredits qualifications at a national level, and
links them to European and international levels.
In fact, the MQC can also be described as a
research and a consultative agency, which carries
in depth research on the different qualifications
awarded by the different institutions other than
those who are self-awarding. It also monitors
the tuition standards offered by the different
institutions in order to be in a better position to
accredit qualifications, and identify and assure
the quality of qualifications.
A very significant project of the MQC was
the launching of the Malta Qualifications
Framework, in 2007.

As from December 2010 The National Commission for Higher Education (NCHE) had incorporated the Malta Qualifications Council
(MQC), the Malta Recognition Information Centre (MQRIC), and the Office of the Mutual Recognition Coordinator.
Further details on the main functions and projects undertaken by the Malta Qualifications Council (MQC) can be viewed on their website
at: www.mqc.gov.mt
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This National Qualifications Framework
also links to the International Standard
Classification of Education known as ISCED.
The ISCED was designed by the UNESCO way
back in the 1970’s to serve as an instrument
suitable for assembling, compiling, and for
presenting statistics of education both within
individual countries and internationally.3
Hence, each MQF level equally corresponds to
a level within the ISCED; which definitely helps
countries to analyse and compare statistics for
the sector, as well as to make direct reference
when it comes to the credit transfer system.
Chart 1.1 illustrates the eight level framework
of the Malta’s Qualification Framework; where
one can see that levels 1 to 4 represent postsecondary qualifications, whereas, levels 5 to 8
represent higher education qualifications.
For the benefit of the readers, one must say that
Further Education refers to all formal education
of persons above the compulsory school age,4
leading to qualifications classified at NQF levels
1 to 4. In other words, further education refers
to post-secondary, education be it academic
or vocational provided by any licensed public,
church, private institution, or tuition centre.
Academic or general education at this level is
provided by three state institutions, namely
the Junior College, Giovanni Curmi Higher
Secondary, and Sir M.A. Refalo Post-Secondary
in Gozo; two state-dependent namely De La Salle,
and St. Aloysius Sixth Form; two independent
sixth forms namely Verdala International
School and St. Martin’s Sixth form, together
with numerous private tuition centres also
offering further education services. Vocational
education at this level is then provided by two
state institutions namely the Malta College of
Arts, Science and Technology (MCAST), and the
Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS); and several
independent tuition centres.
On the other hand, Higher Education refers to
all formal education, training, and research for
persons above compulsory school age, leading
to qualifications classified at NQF levels 5 to

8. In other words, higher education refers to
tertiary education provided by licensed state,
state-dependent or independent institutions
or tuition centres. Tertiary education in Malta
is predominantly offered by the University
of Malta. However, other state institutions
have from this year started providing tertiary
education. MCAST has introduced the
vocational degree courses, whereas the ITS is
also offering courses equivalent to the NQF
level 5. Several independent tuition centres also
provide tertiary education.

THE ROLE OF THE NCHE TO PUBLISH
KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
AND INTERNATIONAL BENCHMARKS
The NCHE has developed this statistical report
in fulfilment of its functions under Chapter 327,
Article 66(c) and (d) of the Education Act, Laws
of Malta as follows:
66. In reaching its aims, the Commission shall:
(c)
		
		
(d)
		
		

collect information, data and statistics
as required for the performance of its
functions;
publish studies and thematic reviews
which it deems to be important as
relating to:
(i) national strategy for further and
		
higher education;
(ii) key performance indicators on the
		
further and higher education
		
sectors in Malta; and
(iii) benchmarking performance
		
against international
		developments;
Furthermore, Article 68 of the Education Act
states that
68.

(1) The Commission shall have full
access to all information available
to further and higher public educational
institutions and it shall have the right to
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request all data it may require both
from public and private institutions
and this data shall be transmitted to
it within a reasonable time from when it
was requested.
(2) The Commission shall have access
to statistics and to economic and social
data as required so that the
Commission and its Secretariat may be
able to perform their functions

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY OF THE
FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION
SURVEY 2010
The research methods used for this particular
study were both primary and secondary data
sources. The Primary source of the local
statistical data was the Annual Further and
Higher Education Statistics Survey, which was
conducted between February to June 2010.
Data was collected from existent education
institutions in Malta being state (public), statedependent (church), and independent (private),
providing further (post-secondary) and /or
higher (tertiary) education.
An online survey electronic format information
system was used as the main research tool for
acquiring primary data. Institutions were asked
to provide data as at the 31st of March 2010.
The reason being that at the beginning of each
scholastic year (October), many students will
still be indecisive whether to choose, drop, or
change a course or an institution. Being after
the end of the 1st semester, the 31st of March will
be a more reliable period for collecting statistics.
The NCHE reviewed its online database and
its users’ guide in January 2010, outlining
the structure of information required from
institutions and their programmes.
All
definitions of terms and classifications
were outlined in this guide, which was also
annexed to this report for reference and for the
interpretation of results. All licensed schools
and tuition centres in Malta were provided
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access to the on-line database portal to submit
data to the NCHE by the end of June 2010. Some
large public institutions have also provided
the data on a separate excel database. All the
information gathered from the institutions was
cleaned and consolidated into one database.
Several secondary data sources were then used
to compile international statistics.
In fact,
a benchmarking exercise was conducted to
compare indicators for Malta vis-à-vis the EU27 and OECD countries. All data sources were
fully and specifically acknowledged where ever
adopted from other sources by means of in-text
citations and the bibliography at the end of the
report.
The online survey questionnaire required all
institutions or tuition centres to submit, if any,
their activities which are related to Further or
Higher Education. Some institutions providing
Further and Higher education also provide
short courses, which do not lead to a Further
and Higher education qualification. These
courses and their student headcount within
the institutions are also included in the survey,
and their relevant statistics are also presented
in some graphs in order to give a clearer picture
of the services provided by Further and Higher
education providers.
However, those who provide only short
courses or proprietary programmes leading to
certificates of a professional nature only, are
out of scope. They report separately to other
competent authorities within the Ministry of
Education, Employment and the Family. It is
also important to state that the Commission had
updated previously published statistics. Hence,
any data mismatch between past published
material and new published material would be
due to data updates.

12
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CURRENT AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

•

During the year 2010 the NCHE has
collaborated with several independent
research entities to participate in the
EUROSTUDENT IV project. This project
aims to collate comparable data on the
social and economic conditions of students’
life in Europe.

The Copenhagen programme incorporates
a series of projects which are all aimed to
facilitate and enhance vocational education
and training across borders. Some of the
projects taking place include the Leonardo
Da Vinci project, the Grundtvig, ECVET
(European Credit Transfer System for
Vocational Education and Training),
EQAVET (European Quality Assurance
Standards for Vocational Education and
Training), KA1-ECET, and KA4.

Nearly 250 key indicators cover the broad
areas of access to higher education, social
and economic conditions of living during
studies, and international mobility.
Amongst the 27 countries who have
participated in this year’s project, the
NCHE has provided the data for Malta;
where a representative sample of Maltese
tertiary students were interviewed between
March till May 2010. The EUROSTUDENT
IV report should be published during the
year 2011.
•

•

Hence, during the year 2010, the NCHE had
been working to create a working group,
to take affective action and participate in
this Copenhagen progarmme on behalf of
Malta.

In November 2010, a Copenhagen
Coordination Committee (CCC) was set up
and is now working for the benefits of the
vocational further and higher education
sector in Malta. Further information on
the Copenhagen projects can be viewed on
the MQC website through the Copenhagen
Coordination Committee at:
www.mqc.gov.mt

The NCHE together with the MQC have
been and are currently coordinating a series
of seminars and conferences in line with
the Bologna process, through the Malta
Bologna Expert Group; which aims to
create a European Higher Education Area
in which European students will have a
wider opportunity to study across borders.

The NCHE is also coordinating projects
relating to vocational education and
training in Europe. In fact, Malta is engaged
within the Copenhagen project; which is a
European wide project for all EU member
states that aims to target the importance
and the needs of vocational education and
training services in Europe.

The Bologna and Copenhagen processes
are both aimed to create more transparent
tools for students, to base their study and
mobility choices on, for their future.
•

In collaboration with the National Statistics
Office (NSO), the NCHE-MQC is also
working on the proposal for the revised
ISCED 2011 framework.
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•

The NCHE-MQC has embarked on a project
regarding sixth forms in Malta. The project
mainly consists of drawing up detailed
profiles of each individual institution
within the sector.

The end result of this exercise will
develop a clear picture of post-secondary
academic education in Malta and Gozo,
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and the opportunities it provides to
Maltese students. The study will provide
valuable information for policy analysis
and development. The approach being
taken is that of retrieving information from
the institution itself as well as involving
various stakeholders through different data
collection methods.
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Chapter 2:

Further and Higher
Education at a Glance

CHART 2.1 – TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING FURTHER & HIGHER EDUCATION IN MALTA
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(Source: 1994–2005 NSO Education Statistics; 2006-2007 NCHE provisional data; 2008-2009-2010 NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics
Survey 2008, 2009, 2010)

This chapter illustrates at a glance, the overall
picture of participation rates of students in the
further and higher education sector for the year
2010.5 Chart 2.1 gives an overall picture of the
sector. It explains the overall growth and trends
in student participation rates within the further
and higher education sector between 1995 and
2010. It illustrates the total number of students
5

For the academic year starting October 2009 till June 2010.

in Malta following further and higher education
courses being full-time, part-time, distance
learning, day or evening. One can clearly see
that as from the year 2007 onwards, there
was a constant steady increase in participation
rates of Maltese students in further and higher
education. Over the last decade, Malta has
witnessed an increase in participation rates in
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the further and higher education sector. Over
the last ten years between 2000 and 2010, the
total student population increased by 77%. In the
last five years, the growth rate has been slower;
that of 27%. Apart from showing the total figure
of further and higher education population, this
graph also illustrates separately the share of
total student population enrolled within postsecondary (general) education, post-secondary
(vocational) education and tertiary education.
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secondary (vocational) education have been
higher than that of post-secondary (academic)
education. This shows a change in the trend of
choice in post-secondary education of young
Maltese students. Such a trend is seen more
clearly in the year 2010, where 7,773 students
have been identified within the post-secondary
vocational sector; which represents 54% of
the total post-secondary student population.
Regarding tertiary education, one can say that
participation rates are also increasing, however
at a slower pace.6

One can say that participation in post-secondary
(academic/general) education has on the
whole remained constantly stable over the last
fifteen years since 1995. On the other hand,
participation in post-secondary (vocational)
education seems to have been gaining a steady
increase in popularity from 2007 till today.
The chart reveals significant changes in Malta’s
further education sector where one can say that
for the last three years 2008, 2009 and 2010
participation rates of students within post-

Chart 2.2 illustrates the total student participation
rate in post-secondary general (academic)
education by gender for the year 2010. From
the total population of 6,531 students enrolled
within post-secondary academic education,
females are slightly dominant, representing 55%
of the population, while males represent 45% of
the population respectively.

CHART 2.2 – TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING FURTHER (GENERAL) EDUCATION BY
GENDER

6531
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(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

As mentioned in the research methodology chapter 1 page 4, statistics in previously published material have been updated in order
to disseminate a more accurate picture of the student population in this sector. Hence, any data mismatch between a previous published
material and a newer version, would be due to data updates.
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CHART 2.3 – TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING FURTHER (VOCATIONAL) EDUCATION
		 BY GENDER
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(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

Chart 2.3 illustrates the total student
participation rate in post-secondary vocational
education by gender for the year 2010. From
the total population of 7,773 students enrolled

within post-secondary vocational education,
males are more dominant, representing 61% of
the population, while females represent 39% of
the population respectively.

CHART 2.4 – TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING HIGHER EDUCATION BY GENDER
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Chart 2.4 illustrates the total student
participation rate in tertiary education by gender
for the year 2010. From the total population
of 10,737 students enrolled within tertiary

education, females represent the majority of the
population by 57%, whereas males represent
43% of the population respectively.

CHART 2.5 – TOTAL TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION BY FIELD OF STUDY
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Furthermore, chart 2.5 shows the current trend
or popularity in the areas of study within the
tertiary education sector. The NCHE groups the
direct areas of study into eight fields of study as
classified by EURYDICE.7 It is clearly evident
that the majority of students following tertiary
education tend to choose the Social Science,
Business and Law fields which represent 37% of

7

all tertiary student population. Humanities and
Arts subjects are the second popular followed
by Education; Health and Welfare; Science,
Mathematics and Computing; Engineering,
Manufacturing and Construction; Services;
and the least popular being the Agriculture and
Veterinary Science subjects.

Refer to appendix pages 41-42 for the full list of areas of study and fields of study.
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CHART 2.6 – TOTAL FULL-TIME PROGRAMME STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING FURTHER &
		 HIGHER EDUCATION (being provided during the day, evening, or through distance
		learning)
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Chart 2.6 shows the total student population and
the trend of student participation rates following
full-time further or higher education; be it
provided during the day, evening, or by means
of distance learning. It is a false assumption
to automatically assume that a full-time course
is provided during the day. According to this
survey, it was found that full-time programmes
are being offered at different hours within the
different institutions. Hence, if a programme
accedes a certain amount of hours, it would be
considered full-time irrelevant whether it is
provided during the day, evening, or through
the means of distance learning.
This graph shows an increase in popularity of

full-time further and higher education courses;
where one can see a drastic increase between
the years 2009 and 2010. For the first time in
Malta, one can say that the participation rates
of students enrolled within post-secondary
(vocational) full-time courses have acceded that
of full-time academic courses. In connection
with this, one must say that the progression
into general post-secondary programmes and
tertiary level programmes is strongly affected by
the SEC (O-Level) and Matriculation (A-Level
& Intermediate Level) examination passes. The
growth rate within tertiary full-time education
seems to remain relatively stable along the
years, experiencing higher rates between the
year 2009 and 2010.
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CHART 2.7 – TOTAL PART-TIME PROGRAMME STUDENT POPULATION FOLLOWING FURTHER &
		 HIGHER EDUCATION (being provided during the day, evening, or through distance
		 learning)
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On the other hand, Chart 2.7 shows the parttime total student population, and the trend of
part-time student participation rates following
further or higher education; being provided
during the day, evening, or through the distance
learning. Throughout the past fifteen years,
the popularity in part-time courses has been on

the increase. Yet, for the year 2010, the total
participation rate in part-time further or higher
courses had slightly decreased. The chart also
shows that part-time post-secondary courses
tend to be more popular with vocational courses
rather than with general/academic courses.
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CHART 2.8 – 17 YEAR OLD STUDENT POPULATION PARTICIPATING IN FURTHER AND HIGHER
		EDUCATION
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(Source: 1994–2005 NSO Education Statistics; 2006-2007 NCHE provisional data; 2008-2009-2010 NCHE Further and Higher
Education Statistics Survey 2008, 2009, 2010)

Chart 2.8 shows the gradual change in choice
of 17 year olds across a period of time. The
average participation rate of 17 year olds in postsecondary education during the last 5 years is on
average 63%; where one can see that there has
been a significant increase in participation rates

between the year 2009 to 2010. In fact, the year
2010 recorded the highest participation rate
of 17 years olds, that of 73%. Others represent
27%, which in this case refers to those students
who are not registered in any of the institutions
indicated in the survey.
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CHART 2.9 – 19 YEAR OLD STUDENT POPULATION PARTICIPATING IN FURTHER AND HIGHER
		EDUCATION
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(Source: 1994–2005 NSO Education Statistics; 2006-2007 NCHE provisional data; 2008-2009-2010 NCHE Further and Higher
Education Statistics Survey 2008, 2009, 2010)

Chart 2.9 illustrates the same analysis extended
to age 19, where according to a normal
academic process, by this age most students
proceed to tertiary education. At age 19, the
total participation rate in further and higher
education for the year 2010 was that of 56%;
where 30% of which were enrolled within postsecondary education, whilst 27% were enrolled
within tertiary institutions. This means that

participation rate of 19 year olds is much
higher in post-secondary institutions rather
than in tertiary institutions. The result of this
phenomenon could be due to repeaters or those
who have left education at the age of 16-17 who
would have decided to engage back in education
at the age of 19. Most of these students are being
absorbed by MCAST.
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CHART 2.10 – 17 AND 19 YEAR OLD STUDENT POPULATION PARTICIPATING IN FURTHER AND
		 HIGHER EDUCATION
Age
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Others*
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5,984

1,547
823
54
2,424
5,430

2, 398
606
24
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5
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1,110
6
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2,190
1,113
9
3,312
5,584

2,358
1,144
7
3,509
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2,138
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13
3,145
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8
3,302
5,474

2,438
1,332
10
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36%
6%
1%
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57%
100%
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15%
1%
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0%
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44%
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27%
100%

272
408
1,076
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100%
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56%
100%
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25%
43%
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100%
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100%

30%
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100%

* ‘Others’ refers to those students who are not registered in any of the institutions indicated in the survey.
(Source: 1994–2005 NSO Education Statistics; 2006-2007 NCHE provisional data; 2008-2009-2010 NCHE Further and Higher
Education Statistics Survey 2008, 2009, 2010)

Chart 2.10 illustrates a detailed breakdown
of the student population at age 17 and 19
respectively, and the participation rate relative
to the population, based on birth rates of the
different age cohorts for the years 1999 till
the year 2010. For the year 2010, from a total
population (at birth) of 5,147 for the 17 year
old cohort population, 73% attended further
education, while others represent 27%. From a
73% participation rate, 47% of which are enrolled
within post-secondary (general) education,
while 26% are enrolled within post-secondary
(vocational) education. If one refers back to
Chart 2.1, it shows that for the year 2010, the
majority of post-secondary students are enrolled
within institutions that provide vocational
education. Hence, the fact that when it comes
to the 17 year old cohorts only 26% out of 73%
are enrolled within vocational institutions, this
means that most students enter into vocational

education at a later stage. It could be the case that
those who fail the A-Level examinations enter
into post-secondary vocational institutions,
or 17 year olds who have left education decide
to enrol back in education at a later stage and
opt for vocational courses, or it could also be
that post-secondary academic students would
have switched their institution and decided
to terminate their academic course to follow a
vocational course. Most of these students are
absorbed by MCAST or ITS. Chart 2.10 also
reveals that as at the year 2010, 30% of the 19
year olds (at birth) were registered within postsecondary general and vocational institutions,
whereas 27% were registered within tertiary
institutions. The overall participation rate of
the 19 year old cohort population in further and
higher education is that of 56%, while according
to our survey, others represent 44%.
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CHART 2.11 – STUDENT POPULATION BY AGE PARTICIPATING IN FURTHER AND HIGHER
		 EDUCATION IN 2010 (incl. short courses)
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Although almost all the major public, church,
and private institutions have participated in
this 2010 survey, one must keep in mind that
there are still some private institutions which
have not participated. Hence, the rate of nonparticipants might slightly vary if all existent
institutions would have been taken into account.
Since 1999, the year 2010 registered the highest
participation rate of 19 year old tertiary students
as compared to their respective total population
at birth.
Chart 2.11 shows the age distribution of total
full-time and part-time students (excluding
short courses) in further and higher education.

Statistics for the short courses are shown
separately in the light blue coloured bar graph.
As at the cut-off date, that is the 31st of March
2010, most students were aged either 17 or
18 during their two years of post-secondary
education. The 20 year old cohort population
is the most common age cohort of students
enrolled within tertiary education. According
to our database, from the total participation
rate of 3,895 of the 30+ students in further and
higher education, 1,723 of which are enrolled
within tertiary education, 488 of which follow
post-secondary education, while 1,684 students
follow short courses.
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Chapter 3:

Key Trends and Benchmarks
in Further and Higher
Education

Just like most EU countries, after the end of
compulsory school age8, that is generally after
secondary education, students in Malta can enter
into post-secondary (further) and ultimately
into tertiary (higher) education. Various public,
church, and private institutions, colleges, or
tuition centers in Malta provide a wide choice
of programmes both at a general (academic)
level, and at a vocational level. Regarding the
development in Further education, one can say
that over the last decade, the number of students
in post-secondary education has increased. As
part of the 2020 Further and Higher Education
Strategy, the NCHE had recommended to
increase the participation rate of 17 year olds
in post-secondary education to 85% by 2015.
Reforms are currently in place to try reaching

this benchmark over the coming years. For
the year 2010, the participation rate of the 17
year olds in further (vocational & academic)
education has in fact increased to 73%. The
status and attractiveness of vocational education
and training (VET) in Malta has increased over
the last decade. The Malta College of Arts,
Science and Technology (MCAST) houses
almost all the state vocational institutes and
has started to offer top-up degree programmes
as from October 2009. MCAST is undertaking
this project in collaboration with FraunhoferGesellschaft, a world renowned German
research institution. The Institute of Tourism
Studies (ITS) offers a programme which leads to
a degree at the University of Malta.

Benchmark
Most post-secondary programmes in OECD and EU countries are primarily designed to
prepare students for tertiary studies, and their orientation can be general, pre-vocational,
or vocational. In 2007, the ratio of students enrolled in general and vocational programmes
at ISCED level 3 was at 55% and 45% respectively in OECD countries, and 49.5% and 50.5%
respectively in EU countries.9
On the other hand, regarding developments
in Higher education, one can say that if one
looks at Chart 3.1, one can see that over the last
decade, growth rate in tertiary students had

been increasing. University of Malta students
attending a first full-time degree course pay
no tuition fees and are eligible for a student
maintenance grant subject to eligibility criteria.

8
The leaving age of full-time compulsory education differs from one country to another. For more information visit the EURYDICE
website; Compulsory Education in Europe 2010/2011, at: http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/education/eurydice/documents/compulsory_
education/106EN.pdf
9
OECD, 2009., Education at a Glance, Paris, OECD, pg 304
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Malta has open access to almost all programmes
at tertiary level offered at the University. Access
is unrestricted with no numerous clausus or
selection process as long as students obtain
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the Matriculation Certificate that is awarded
on satisfactory completion of post-secondary
education.

CHART 3.1 – TOTAL TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION (2000-2010)
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Education Statistics Survey 2008, 2009, 2010)

CHART 3.2 – TOTAL TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION BY PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SECTOR (2010)
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Chart 3.2 shows the share of tertiary student
population in Malta by public or private sector.
Out of a total of 10,737 students following
academic or vocational tertiary courses for the
year 2010, 91% are enrolled within the Public
sector. Furthermore, when comparing the
market share of Maltese private institutions

providing just academic tertiary education with
that of the OECD average, one can conclude that
Malta remains one of those countries where
tertiary academic education is predominantly
ruled by the public sector. In fact, the majority
of tertiary academic students in Malta are
absorbed by the University of Malta.

CHART 3.3 – SHARE OF STUDENTS IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR FOLLOWING TERTIARY, ACADEMIC
		 EDUCATION AT NQF LEVELS 5,6,7,8
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(Source: OECD Publications, 2010; Education at a Glance 2010: OECD Indicators pg 307, Table C1.6- Students in Tertiary education or
mode of enrolment (2008). (Malta) NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

Chart 3.3 supports this argument. One can see
that the share of the Maltese student population
in the private sector following tertiary, academic
education programmes at NQF levels 5,6,7,8 is
that of 3%, while that of the OECD-average (last
updated in 2008) is 24%.10 However, tertiary

10

education provided by the private sector is
slowly evolving more; where numerous private
institutions are offering programmes of foreign
Universities leading to Bachelors, Masters, and
Doctoral programmes.

The term private in the case of Malta includes both the independent institutions as well as the dependent-private (church institutions).  
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CHART 3.4 – STUDENT PARTICIPATION RATE (%) OF THOSE AGED 20-29 IN TERTIARY
EDUCATION IN MALTA
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(Source: OECD Publications, 2010; Education at a Glance 2010: OECD Indicators pg 298. (Malta-2008) NCHE Further and Higher

Education Statistics 2010)

Chart 3.4 shows that for the year 2008, in the
OECD countries, the average participation rate
of students aged between 20-29 years in tertiary
education was that of 25%, while in Malta the
participation rate for that age cohort was circa

11%. This shows that participation rate in Malta
is considerably lower than that of the OECD
average. This has increased slightly to 12% in
2010.

Benchmark
According to the EURYDICE, Eurostat statistics, the number of persons with tertiary
education qualifications in Europe is almost everywhere higher in the younger age groups.11
As Chart 3.8 illustrates, in Malta, the 20 year old cohort population is the most popular
age cohort within tertiary education. Participation rates within tertiary education decrease
drastically between those aged 30+.

11

EURYDICE , 2007. Key Data on Higher Education in Europe; 2007 Edition: Graduates; Brussels, European Commission, Eurostat, pg 129
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CHART 3.5 – TOTAL STUDENT GRADUATES (2008-2010)
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Chart 3.5 shows the total student graduates for
the University of Malta since 2008. For three
consecutive years, graduation rates remained
constantly stable, yet the year 2010 registered
slightly more graduates than the other two years.
In 2010, out of a total of 2780 graduates, 1098
of which were males, and 1682 were females.12

However, for the first time this year, within the
Malta College of Arts, Science and Technology
(MCAST), 63 more students have been warranted
their vocational degrees.13 These vocational
MCAST degrees are placed under level 6 within
our National Qualifications Framework (ISCED
level 5B), and thus share the same parity of
esteem with the academic degrees at NQF level
6 (ISCED 5A).

Benchmark
According to EURYDICE, Eurostat, Europe has always had a higher number of ISCED level
5A (Academic) graduates than the corresponding ISCED level 5B (Vocational) graduates.
Belgium is the only exception, having higher percentages of ISCED level 5B (vocational)
graduates, than the ISCED 5A (academic) graduates in all age groups.14

2010, University of Malta; Office of the Registrar.
MCAST: News and Releases- Press Releases. Date accessed: 3/01/2011
Retrieved online: http//www.mcast.edu.mt/news_pressreleases_item.asp?ID=248
14
EURYDICE , 2007. Key Data on Higher Education in Europe; 2007 Edition: Graduates; Brussels, European Commission, Eurostat, pg 129
12
13
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CHART 3.6 – TOTAL TERTIARY STUDENT POPUALTION BY FIELD OF STUDY AND GENDER FOR
		 THE YEARS 2008 TO 2010
Total Tertiary Student Population by Field of Study
Scholastic year 2009-2010
Field
Agriculture and veterinary science
Education
Engineering, manufacturing and construction
Health and welfare
Humanities and arts
Science, mathematics and computing
Services
Social science, business and law
Grand Total
Scholastic year 2008-2009
Field
Agriculture and veterinary science
Education
Engineering, manufacturing and construction
Health and welfare
Humanities and arts
Science, mathematics and computing
Services
Social science, business and law
Grand Total
Scholastic year 2007-2008
Field
Agriculture and veterinary science
Education
g
g, manufacturing
g and construction
Engineering,
Health and welfare
Humanities and arts
Science, mathematics and computing
Services
Social science, business and law
Grand Total

Females
12
1179
244
951
1014
359
111
2210
6080

Males Sum of Population
40
28
1460
281
813
569
1454
503
1664
650
1151
792
202
91
3953
1743
10737
4657

Females
10
1191
231
923
975
315
88
1968
5701

Males
Sum of Population
24
34
316
1507
546
777
482
1405
636
1611
757
1072
92
180
1623
3591
4476
10177

Females
13
1152
232
856
896
305
76
2006
5536

Males
Sum of Population
48
61
330
1482
554
786
434
1290
634
1530
598
903
76
152
1537
3543
4211
9747

(NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2008, 2009, 2010)

Chart 3.6 shows an interesting table illustrating
the total tertiary student population by field
of study and gender for the years 2008 till
2010. For three consecutive years the female
participation rates dominate mostly in the Social
Science, Business and Law field. Results show
that the most popular field of study with males is
also Social Science, Business and Law; however,
participation rates are higher with females. The
Science, Mathematics and Computing subjects,
together with the Engineering, Manufacturing
and Construction remained mostly popular

with males throughout the past three years.
The Health and Welfare field had also remained
more popular with females for the three years.
One can also note that the Education field which
is the second most popular with females, had
remained as one of the least chosen field by
males when compared to the other fields. On
the other hand, gender distribution is quite
equal when it comes to the Services field. Such
results are indicated more easily through the
bar Chart 3.7.
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CHART 3.7 – TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION BY FIELD OF STUDY AND GENDER FOR THE
YEAR 2010
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(NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

Benchmark
According to the Eurostat, most new entrants into higher education within the Bologna
Area follow traditional routes.15 Predominantly, female entrants in tertiary education still
tend to choose traditional fields of study such as Social Sciences, Education, and Health and
Welfare. This is also reflected in Malta, where for three consecutive years, the Education,
Health and Welfare, and Social Science, Business and Law fields remain dominantly popular
with females. Mathematical Science subjects still remain predominantly chosen by males.

Benchmark
At a European level, Engineering is still dominated by men, who account for 76% of new
entrants. Similarly, in more than half of the Bologna countries, this goes up to 75%.16 Women
entry rates for engineering trades are still very low. Comparing these statistics with Malta, as
Chart 3.12 indicates, 70% out of the total tertiary students following Engineering subjects in
2010 are males, while 30% are females.

Eurostat, 2009. The Bologna Process in Higher Education in Europe- Key indicators on the social dimension and mobility, 2009 Edition,
Luxembourg, pg 47
16
Eurostat, 2009. The Bologna Process in Higher Education in Europe- Key indicators on the social dimension and mobility, 2009 Edition,
Luxembourg, pg 54
15
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CHART 3.8 – STUDENT POPULATION AND PARTICIPATION RATE (%) OF THOSE AGED 18-30+ IN
HIGHER EDUCATION BY MQF LEVEL

Total
Total
Student
UoM (MQF <
Student
Population/ Participation
*
*
Population: level 5)
MQF level 5 MQF level 6 MQF level 7 MQFlevel 8 Population age cohort Rate (%)
Age:
* 16
1
0
0
0
0
1
4,826
0.0%
* 17
8
1
1
0
0
10
5,147
0.2%
18
23
0
840
0
0
863
5,474
15.8%
19
30
13
1367
1
0
1411
5,302
26.6%
20
14
40
1531
0
0
1585
5,368
29.5%
21
27
56
1346
127
0
1556
5,584
27.9%
22
11
60
736
222
0
1029
5,533
18.6%
23
5
62
378
236
0
681
5,314
12.8%
24
2
82
220
200
1
505
5,245
9.6%
25
1
75
151
140
2
369
5,430
6.8%
26
3
54
139
141
3
340
5,571
6.1%
27
1
46
116
93
6
262
5,651
4.6%
28
3
41
97
84
1
226
5,912
3.8%
29
0
27
70
79
0
176
5,292
3.3%
*** 30+
17
428
531
689
58
1723
248,329
0.7%
(* Note that these are due to exceptional reasons. Being enrolled in tertiary institutions, these had to be included in the table)

(* Note that these are due to exceptional reasons. Being enrolled in tertiary institutions, these had to be included in the
(** MQF refers to the Maltese National Qualifications Framework.)
table.)
(***MQF
Note refers
that fortothe
cohort National
30+, total Qualifications
population is based
upon the total absolute population as at 2009 and not upon the live birth population of that c
(**
theage
Maltese
Framework.)
(*** Note that for the age cohort 30+, total population based upon the total absolute population as at 2009 and not upon
the live birth population of that cohort.)
(NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

Chart 3.8 shows a table illustrating the
participation rate of those aged 18-30+ in
higher education by MQF level, for the year
2010. It reveals that participation in tertiary
education in Malta peaks in the 18-22 age
groups, and the highest participation rate
occurs when students are aged 20. According
to the Malta Qualifications Framework as
shown in Chart 1.1, qualifications at MQF level
5 incorporate all the Academic Undergraduate
Diplomas and Undergraduate Certificates, and
all the Vocational Foundation Degrees and the
VET Higher National Diplomas. Students at
this level for the year 2010 represent 9% of the

total tertiary student population. MQF level 6
incorporates the academic Bachelor’s Degrees
(General), the Bachelor’s Degrees (Vocational)
and the Bachelor’s Degrees (Honours). Students
at this level for the year 2010 represent 70%
of the total tertiary student population. MQF
level 7 incorporates the Master’s Degrees,
Postgraduate Diplomas, and Postgraduate
Certificates. Students at this level for the
year 2010 represent 19% of the total tertiary
student population. MQF level 8 incorporates
the Doctoral Degrees; where students at this
level represent 1% of the total tertiary student
population.
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CHART 3.9 – GRADUATES (ISCED 5-6: NQF 6, 7, 8) IN MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE AND
		 TECHNOLOGY PER 1000 OF POPULATION AGED 20-29 YEARS FOR THE YEARS 2005
		2008.
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(Source: Eurostat Database: Statistics: Education Indicators – Non-finance. Date accessed: 12/11/2010.

Retrieved online: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&language=en&pcode=tsi )

Chart 3.9 compares the rate of Maltese student
graduates aged 20-29 years in Mathematics,
Science, and Technology with that of the EU27 for four consecutive years from academic
year starting 2004-2005 till 2007-2008.
Statistics reveal that Malta is below the average.

However, the reason might be that the peak age
of tertiary students in Malta is that of the 20 to
21 year old age cohort. From 23 years onwards,
participation rates in Higher Education start to
decrease.

CHART 3.10 – FEMALE GRADUATES (ISCED 5-6: NQF 6, 7, 8) IN MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY PER 1000 OF POPULATION AGED 20-29 YEARS FOR THE YEARS 2005
2008.
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(Source: Eurostat Database: Statistics: Education Indicators – Non-finance. Date accessedl: 12/11/2010.
Retrieved online: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&language=en&pcode=tsi )
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Statistics shown in Chart 3.9 are further
explained in Chart 3.10; which shows the
female graduates in Mathematics, Science and
Technology and which are between 20 to 29 years
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of age. Although Maltese female graduation
rates in this field have increased from the years
2005 and 2006, yet Malta still lags behind the
EU-27 average.

CHART 3.11 – MALE GRADUATES (ISCED 5-6: NQF 6, 7, 8) IN MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE AND
		
TECHNOLOGY PER 1000 OF POPULATION AGED 20-29 YEARS FOR THE YEARS 2005 2008.
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Retrieved online: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&language=en&pcode=tsi )

Similarly, although male student graduates in
this field have been increasing since the years

2005 and 2006, yet Malta still lags behind the
EU-27 average.

CHART 3.12 – SHARE OF TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION BY FIELD OF STUDY AND GENDER (%)
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Chart 3.12 shows that for the year 2010 women
are in the majority as compared to men in the
field of Education (81%), Health and Welfare

(65%), Humanities and Arts (61%), Services
(55%), and Social Science, Business and Law
(56%).

CHART 3.13 – FEMALE TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION SHARE BY FIELD OF STUDY MALTA
AND EU-27 (%)
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(Source: (Malta) NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010. (EU-27): Eurostat Database: Statistics, 2007)

Chart 3.13 then compares Malta and EU
performance in terms of women in tertiary
education by field of study. In the EU as a whole,

women are in the majority in three main fields,
namely Education (76%), Health and Welfare
(73%), and Humanities and Arts (66%).

Benchmark
Similar to the EU, females in Malta also dominate in these three fields of study. Hence,
gender imbalance in various fields of study is reflected in the same way both in Malta and in
the EU.
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Finally, regarding adult learners in further and
higher education, one can say that in 2008,
6.2% of adults in Malta were participating in
lifelong learning compared to 9.5% of adults in
the EU-27 that participate in lifelong learning.
Progress is slow to reach the benchmark of 15%
by 2020. However, it is pertinent to note that
there are other local initiatives that organise
formal, non-formal and informal learning
that are not accurately recorded. Catching up
with adult participation in lifelong learning
remains the main challenge in many European
countries. The further and higher education
sector in Malta currently provides for 2% of
the adult education between 24 and 64 with
education opportunities. By 2020, the NCHE
recommends that the sector increases its share
of lifelong learning opportunities to 4% of adults
aged between 24 and 64.
Statistics for adult learning in Malta only cover
the formal aspect of learning. In 2008, the
Malta Qualifications Council took an important

17

18
19
20
21
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initiative when it published a framework for the
validation of informal and non-formal learning
in Malta. The Directorate for Lifelong Learning
will by 2011 set up a register of all entities that
offer informal and non-formal learning. This
will enable more precise statistics of adults
participating in lifelong learning. In order
to monitor lifelong learning, policy makers
need internationally comparable data on
adult participation and non-participation in
education and training in Europe. The first Adult
Education survey developed in co-operation
between European countries and Eurostat was
conducted between 2005 and 2007. The aim
of the survey was to gather quality comparable
data on adult participation in lifelong learning.
The first Adult Education surveys covered the
main structures of lifelong learning such as
participation in education and training, nonparticipation, types of activities, reasons for
participation, obstacles of participation and
providers of education and training.

According to the European Council, lifelong learning is defined as “all learning activity undertaken   throughout life, with the aim of
improving knowledge, skills, and competences, within a personal, civic, social and/or employment-related perspective”.  The “lifelong
learning” structural indicator was developed to measure participation in training and further education.  This indicator measures the
proportion of the population aged between 25 and 64 that participate in training and further education activities.  (Council Resolution of
27 June 2002 on lifelong learning- 2002/C 163/01).
Lisbon Progress Report (2009), pg 127
Lisbon Progress Report  (2008), pg 27 & Lisbon Progress Report (2009), pg 27
NCHE, 2009.  Further and Higher Education Strategy 2020, Malta, National Commission for Higher  Education; pg 43
Adult learning is the essential fourth pillar of the support system for lifelong learning.  Schooling, VET, higher and adult education each
has a significant contribution to make to the global competitiveness of the European Social Model.
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Chapter 4:

International Student mobility
in Further and Higher
Education

Malta together with various other EU and
non-EU countries participates in two major
projects, namely the Bologna Process which
affectively caters for academic education, and
the Copenhagen programme which on the
other hand thrives to focus on the needs of the
vocational education sector. Both processes are
very important.
On the one hand, the Bologna process aims
to create a European Higher Education Area
where European students can have a wider
opportunity to study across borders. This
process coordinates various thematic projects
mainly to ensure the availability of diverse high
quality courses which would be recognised
across borders.
While on the other hand, the Copenhagen process
aims to market the importance of vocational
education and training in Europe and to develop
adequate policies to ensure the professional
pedagogical skills used for vocational learning.
Various projects in the light of the Copenhagen
programme are currently in place. These are
all aimed to ensure student mobility, quality
assurance and international equal recognition
of courses of vocational education and training.
Malta is in fact participating and contributing
in the Leonardo Da Vinci project, the Grundtvig
project, Comenius, Erasmus, Youth in Action,
CEDEFOP (study visits), EQAVET project and

22

Eurostat (2009), pg 97

ECVET project. Just like quality assurance
in academic courses, high quality vocational
education and training should also be given
its due importance. In fact level 6 Bachelor’s
academic and vocational Degrees within the
Malta Qualifications Framework share the
same parity of esteem. This does not mean the
same degree. A vocational degree can never be
identical to an academic degree, and they can
never be the same. However, they are both given
the same parity of esteem, and then it would be
up to the employer to decide what kind of skills
are needed to fulfil a particular job.
Human resources are the most scarce and yet a
very importance resource. Hence the EU has to
do its utmost to invest in high quality and flexible
workers. This can only be achieved through
the formulation of affective policy-procedures
aimed to encourage more participation in
further and higher education; which would
after all address one of the EU’s high agenda
goal; that of ensuring more and better jobs for
the future, to increase economic growth and
competitiveness.
As stated in the London Communiqué (2007),
“mobility of staff, students and graduates is one
of the core elements of the Bologna process,
creating opportunities for personal growth,
developing international cooperation between
individuals and institutions, enhancing the
quality of higher education and research, and
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giving substance to the European dimension”.22
A significant breakthrough was achieved in
April 2009 when a mobility target for higher
education was adopted by ministers in Leuven/
Louvain-La-Neuve in the context of the Bologna
Process. This stipulates that by 2020, at least
20% of those graduating in the European Higher
Education Area should have a study or a training
period abroad. Following this, in May 2009,
the European Council invited the Commission
to study the possibility of extending such a
benchmark to include vocational education and
training and teacher mobility.23
There are various schemes in place for Maltese
further and higher students to participate in
international mobility programmes. These
include the European Erasmus Mundus
programme, Erasmus, the Leonardo Da Vinci
programme, the Malta Government Scholarship
Scheme (MGSS), the Strategic Educational
Pathways Scholarships (STEPS), and the Malta
Arts Scholarships (ARTS).
More detailed information on these schemes can
be retrieved from NCHE publication titled “What
do you want to become?”. This publication is a
very informative reader-friendly student guide
explaining the opportunities in further and
higher education in Malta. This publication,
amongst various other helpful student guides
can be obtained from the NCHE-MQC premises
in Santa Lucia,24 or can be downloaded online
from the NCHE’s website at: www.nche.gov.mt.
Throughout the 2009-2010 academic year,
MCAST and the University of Malta have been
major beneficiaries and active participants in
most, if not all, in EU exchange programmes.
ITS students participate in an International

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
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Internship which involves a 12 month practical
experience in the hospitality industry in a foreign
country. It is a module within the ITS programme
of studies and is compulsory for certain
programmes or for others who want to have
more work experience overseas. The ITS had
also adopted the Europass system (which helps
to improve transparency of qualifications and
competences to facilitate mobility throughout
Europe for lifelong learning purposes) through
the New Hospitality Project, an EU-funded
project which came up with a reference point
for the transparency of qualifications and
competences in the hospitality sector in the
European area.
Regarding foreign students and international
mobility in higher education, one can say that
Malta’s small higher education system is home to
a relatively high proportion of foreign students.
In 2007, 6.2% of the total higher education
population25 were foreign students studying in
Malta. An increasing share of tertiary students
in Europe comes from outside Europe. The
number of students from India and from China
grew six-fold from 2000 to 2007. In Malta,
Cyprus, France and Portugal more than 80% of
foreign students come from outside the EU.26
9.9% of Maltese students were studying abroad
in 200727, most of these were studying in the
United Kingdom28. In 2007, on average about
3.5% of EU students were studying abroad, with
four out of five in other EU countries.29
Regarding the flow of students in higher
education, one can say that Malta has more
outgoing students than it has incoming. The
balance in 2007 was of 340 more outgoing
students than incoming ones.30 The EU-27
is a net receiver of students. In 2007, 72% of

European Commission , (2009)
Publications can be obtained from the National Commission for Higher Education 16/18 Tower Promenade St. Lucia, Malta.
Lisbon Progress Report (2009), pg 31
Lisbon Progress Report (2009), pg 31
Lisbon Progress Report (2009), pg 32
Lisbon Progress Report (2009), pg 32
Lisbon Progress Report (2009), pg 31
Lisbon Progress Report  (2009), pp 31 & 32 & 2007 NCHE provisional data
Lisbon Progress Report (2009), pg 32
Lisbon Progress Report (2009) pg 33
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students with foreign citizenship in the EU were
from countries outside the EU.31 Furthermore,
regarding the Erasmus mobility, one can say that
almost all European Universities are taking part
in the Erasmus programme. In 2007, Malta’s

participation in the Erasmus programme as a
student host nation was 4.5 times the average
at 36.6 students per 1,000, and as a sending
nation was 1.3 times the average of the EU at
10.9 students per 1,000.32

CHART 4.1 – ERASMUS PROGRAMME FOR THE SCHOLASTIC YEAR 2009-2010
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(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)
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International EU Office, University of Malta: Erasmus Office;
International Programmes Office, MCAST;
Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS)

Outgoing (Maltese) Students
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Benchmark
Chart 4.1 shows that for the academic year 2009-2010, Malta had 437 incoming (foreign)
students following an Erasmus programme here in Malta, whereas 178 outgoing (Maltese)
students were studying abroad.33
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Chapter 5:

Further and Higher
Education Statistics 2010

Note
Note
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to the
the NCHE
NCHE Further
Further and
and Higher
Higher Education
Education
The 36
36 institutions
institutions that
that responded
responded to
st
st March 2010, reported a number of programmes
Survey
as
at
reference
date
31
Survey as at reference date 31 March 2010, reported a number of programmes
classified
levels. The
The NCHE
NCHE is
is aware
aware of
of
classified as
as either
either at
at further
further or
or higher
higher education
education levels.
other
institutions
that
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leading
to
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classified
at
these
other institutions that offer programmes leading to qualifications classified at these
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levels, however
however these
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received.
The
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institutions and
and their
their
The tables
tables in
in this
this report
report list
list the
programmes
as
a
result
of
the
level
of
qualifications
they
provide.
Some
institutions
programmes as a result of the level of qualifications they provide. Some institutions
offer
the Malta
Malta QRIC,
QRIC, others
others are
are still
still
offer foreign
foreign qualifications
qualifications which
which are
are recognised
recognised by
by the
awaiting
formal
local
accreditation.
awaiting formal local accreditation.
This
accreditation of
of any
any institution
institution or
or
This report
report does
does not
not constitute
constitute formal
formal accreditation
programme.
In
the
future,
classification
of
institutions
and
their
programmes
programme. In the future, classification of institutions and their programmes
will
status as
as awarded
awarded by
by officially
officially recognised
recognised
will be
be based
based on
on formal
formal accreditation
accreditation status
competent
authorities
in
compliance
with
the
law
as
applicable
at
the
time.
competent authorities in compliance with the law as applicable at the time.

There are numerous public, church, and private
institutions in Malta which provide Further
or Higher Education. Some of which cater for
just further education or just higher courses,
however, recently one can see that due to further
developments, the trend shows that there are
some institutions which cater for both sectors.
Hence, although Chart 5.1 shows a list of all
Further Education institutions who responded

to the survey and self-classified themselves
as further education institutions, in reality,
some of them also offer Higher education
courses as illustrated in Chart 5.6. Both charts
differentiate between the state, state-dependent,
and independent institutions or tuition centres;
which are further grouped into those which offer
academic, vocational, or professional courses.
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CHART 5.1 – LIST OF INSTITUTIONS PROVIDING FURTHER EDUCATION BY FUNDING AND TYPE

Funding

Type

Name
Giovanni Curmi Higher Secondary

Academic

University of Malta G.F Abela Junior College

State
Vocational

Dependent

Sir M.A. Refalo Post Secondary

Academic

Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS)
Malta College of Arts, Science & Technology(MCAST)
De La Salle College
St. Aloysius Sixth Form
Verdala International School
Learnkey Training Institution
Malta School of Flying
St. Martin's Sixth Form
Russian Boarding School Malta Ltd.

Academic

St. Martin's Institute of Information Technology
European Institute of Education
German-Maltese Circle
Institute of Financial Services
Malta Institute of Management
Business Education Tutors

Independent
Professional

St. Mark's Institute
Malta International Training Centre
STC Training
International Safety Training Centre Ltd.
The Olivia Dow School of Russian Ballet
Support and Supply Management (SSM) Group Ltd.
The Dance Workshop

Vocational

Future Focus Ltd.
The International Institute of Beauty Culture
Computer Domain Ltd.
Beauty Tech Hair l Beauty Academy
Holistic Technologies
Audrey's Health & Beauty Centre

(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)
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CHART 5.2 - TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION IN FURTHER EDUCATION AND COURSE
		 BREAKDOWN BY INSTITUTION OWNERSHIP (EXCLUDING SHORT COURSES)
Courses (Post Secondary)
Student Population (Post Secondary General)
Student Population (Post Secondary Vocational)

Public
242
4928
5475

% of Total
58%
75%
70%

Private
172
1603
2298

% of Total
42%
25%
30%

Total
414
6531
7773

% of Total
100%
100%
100%

(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

CHART 5.3 - TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION IN FURTHER EDUCATION AND COURSE
		 BREAKDOWN BY INSTITUTION OWNERSHIP (INCLUDING SHORT COURSES)
Public
Courses (Post Secondary) incl. short courses
Student Population

% of Total

Private

% of Total

Total

% of Total

245

50%

241

50%

486

100%

12681

65%

6786

35%

19467

100%

(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

Chart 5.2 shows that 414 programmes are
offered in Malta at a further level. 72 of these
programmes are short courses. 58% of the
programmes at a further level (excluding short
courses) are offered by the public sector, whilst
42% are offered by the private sector. The
share of students enrolled at this level in the
public sector amounts to 73%, whilst 27% of
the students at this level are enrolled within the
private sector.

If short courses are included, then Chart 5.3
shows that both sectors have an equal market
share of further level education courses provided
in Malta. The share of students enrolled at this
level in the public sector amounts to 65% of
students, whereas, 35% of the students at this
level are enrolled within the private sector.

CHART 5.4 - NUMBER OF FURTHER EDUCATION PROGRAMMES BY DURATION (YEARS) AND
MODE OF STUDY (FULL-TIME/PART-TIME, DISTANCE LEARNING, DAY/EVENING)
Duration in Years

Day
(Full Time)

1
2
3
4
Total FE courses (excl. short courses)
Total short courses
Total FE courses (incl. short courses)

85
121
43
2
251
0
251

Number of Further Education courses by mode of study
Day
Evening
Evening
Distance
Total by
(Part Time) (Full Time) (Part Time)
Learning
duration
(Part Time)
220
19
1
112
3
138
4
0
13
0
53
2
0
8
0
3
0
0
1
0
414
25
1
134
3
24
0
48
0
72
49
1
182
3
486

(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

CHART 5.5 - FURTHER EDUCATION STUDENT POPULATION BY GENDER AND MODE OF STUDY
Gender
Females
Males
Total

Day
5571
6767
12338

Evening
1064
872
1936

Short courses
1504
3659
5163

(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

Distance Learning
9
21
30

Total
8148
11319
19467

% of Total
42%
58%
100%
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Chart 5.4 shows the number of programmes
provided in Malta at a further education level by
duration in years and mode of delivery. If one
excludes Short courses, 276 day programmes
are provided at a full-time and part-time basis.
25 day programmes are provided part-time,
whereas the other 251 day programmes are
provided on a full-time basis. On the other hand,
135 programmes are provided in the evening,
where 134 of which are provided on a part-time
basis while 1 evening programme is provided on
a full-time basis. Distance learning programmes
in Malta are also available, whereas Chart 5.4
illustrates the 3 courses available which are
provided on a part-time basis.
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Furthermore, regarding the participation
mode by gender in further education, one can
say that, as Chart 5.5 shows, males participate
mostly in day programmes (being either fulltime or part-time) representing 6767 of the
total further education student population;
while 5571 are females. On the other hand,
female participation rates in further education
is higher in the evening courses (being either
full-time or part-time); where one can see that
1064 are females while 872 are males. From the
distance learning courses, 9 are females while 21
are males. If one includes the short courses to
the total further education student population,
one can say that 1504 are females, while 3659
are males.

CHART 5.6 - LIST OF INSTITUTIONS PROVIDING HIGHER EDUCATION BY FUNDING AND TYPE
Funding

Type

Name

Academic

University of Malta

State
Vocational

Malta College of Arts, Science & Technology (MCAST)
Institute of Tourism Studies (ITS)
Allied Consultants Ltd.

Academic

Institute of Financial Services
Malta Institute of Management
St. Martin's Institute of Information Technology

Independent

BPP Professional Education Malta Ltd.
Professional

Gestalt Psychotherapy Training Institute Malta
Malta Tourism Institute (ITIS) Ltd.
STC Training
Support and Supply Management (SSM) Group Ltd.

Vocational

Future Focus Ltd.
Computer Domain Ltd.

(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

.
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Chart 5.6 shows a table listing all those
institutions which have participated in the
survey and classified themselves as higher
education institutions on the basis that they

offer programmes leading to higher education
qualifications. Some also offer courses at a
further level and hence, are also listed in Chart
5.1.

CHART 5.7 - TOTAL TERTIARY STUDENT POPULATION AND COURSE BREAKDOWN BY
INSTITUTION OWNERSHIP (EXCLUDING SHORT COURSES)
Public
304
9809

Courses (Tertiary) excl. short courses
Student Population

% of Total
85%
91%

Private
52
928

% of Total
15%
9%

Total
356
10737

% of Total
100%
100%

(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

Chart 5.7 illustrates the total tertiary student
population and course breakdown by ownership
excluding the short courses. Tertiary courses
are predominantly offered by state institutions

(85%), while only 15% are private. Regarding
tertiary student population, 91% are enrolled
within the public sector, while 9% are enrolled
within the private sector.

CHART 5.8 - NUMBER OF HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAMMES BY DURATION (YEARS) AND
		 MODE OF STUDY (FULL-TIME/PART-TIME, DISTANCE LEARNING, DAY/EVENING)
Duration in Years

1
2
3
4
5
8
Total Higher Education Courses

Day
(Full Time)
26
47
158
10
6
0
247

Number of Further Education courses by mode of study
Day
Evening
Evening
Distance
Total by
(Part Time) (Full Time) (Part Time)
Learning
duration
(Part Time)
5
0
20
1
52
7
4
38
0
96
3
2
14
10
187
1
0
2
0
13
0
0
1
0
7
0
0
1
0
1
16
6
76
11
356

(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

Chart 5.8 shows the number of programmes
provided in Malta at a higher education level by
duration in years and by mode of delivery. 263
day programmes are provided during regular
hours of which 16 are offered on a part-time
basis, while 247 are offered on a full-time basis.
On the other hand, 82 evening programmes are

offered. 6 of which are on a full-time basis, and
76 are on a part-time basis. Distance learning
programmes at a tertiary level are also offered,
which are all being done on a part-time basis.
Chart 5.8 also shows that most tertiary courses
last after three years.
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CHART 5.9 - HIGHER EDUCATION STUDENT POPULATION BY GENDER AND MODE OF STUDY

Gender
Females
Males
Total

Day
5149
3739
8888

Evening
889
863
1752

Distance Learning
42
55
97

Total
6080
4657
10737

% of Total
57%
43%
100%

(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

Chart 5.9 shows the number of tertiary students
participating by mode of study.
Female
participation during day programmes is higher

than male participation. However, participation
in evening programmes is evenly distributed by
gender.

CHART 5.10 - STUDENT POPULATION AND PROGRAMMES, BY FIELD OF STUDY, MODE, AND
		GENDER
Courses
Field of Study
Agriculture and veterinary science

Full Time

Part Time
7

Student population

Total Courses
0

% of Total
7

Female

Male

2%

12

Grand Total

% of Total

28

40

0%

Education

14

6

20

6%

1179

281

1460

14%

Engineering, manufacturing and construction

17

3

20

6%

244

569

813

8%

Health and welfare

38

14

52

15%

951

503

1454

14%

Humanities and arts

63

13

76

21%

1014

650

1664

15%

Science, mathematics and computing

36

10

46

13%

359

792

1151

11%

Services

12

8

20

6%

111

91

202

2%

69

46

115

32%

2210

1743

3953

37%

256

100

356

100%

6080

4657

10737

100%

Social science, business and law
Higher Total

(Source: NCHE Further and Higher Education Statistics Survey 2010)

Finally, Chart 5.10 shows the distribution of
students (males/females) and programmes
(full-time/part-time) by the field of study. The
highest share of participation is in the field of
Social Science, Business and Law (37%), followed
by Humanities and Arts (15%), Education
together with Health and Welfare (14%),
Science, Mathematics and Computing (11%),
Engineering, Manufacturing and Construction
(8%), and Services (2%). Regarding the number

of programmes available for each field of study
one can say that this generally reflects the
participation rates outlined above. However,
Humanities and Arts have a higher proportion of
programmes relative to the participation rate in
this area. The share of programmes in different
fields of study have no strict relation with
participation rates, however the differences may
be indicative of larger or smaller programme
class size.
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Appendix
Institution classification and definitions

Field Name

Description

Ownership

Public: if state run
Private: if non-state run

Funding

State: if public and state funded
Dependent: if private and state funded
Independent: if private and non-state funded

Type

Vocational: If education is work oriented and includes a large
element of training which is equivalent to levels 1-6 of the National
Qualifications Framework (NQF)
Academic: If education is of an academic nature and is equivalent
to levels 4-8 of the NQF (at a post-secondary level generally leading
to university)
Professional: If education is a formal course of extensive
education or specialized training related to an existing trade or
profession and leading to a qualification classified at NQF Level 5
or ISCED level 4 or higher.

License

Post Secondary College: A public or private non self-awarding
provider, providing a minimum of six accredited programmes
leading to qualifications at NQF level 4 or ISCED level 3, awarded
by a separate (local or foreign) provider and enabling entry into
a higher education programme. A ‘post-secondary college’ is not
accredited to provide ‘higher education programmes’.
Further Education Centre: provides non-compulsory formal,
education leading to qualifications classified as ISCED levels 1-4
or NQF levels 1 to 4. As a non self-awarding provider, a ‘further
education centre is not authorized to award or confer its own
certificates or other qualifications
Further Education Institution: provides non-compulsory
formal education leading to qualifications classified as ISCED
levels 1-4 or NQF levels 1 to 4. As a self-awarding provider, a
‘further education institution’ has the authority to award or
confer certificates and other qualifications recognized as Maltese
qualifications, and as being part of the NQF

34
35

Web link to the NQF framework: http://www.mqc.gov.mt/pdfs/mqc%203gateA4%20english.pdf
Web link to the International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) designed by UNESCO: http://www.unesco.org/education
information/nfsunesco/doc/isced_1997.htm
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Higher Education Centre: Provides non-compulsory formal
education leading to qualifications classified as ISCED level 5 - 6
or NQF level 5 – 8. As a non-self-awarding provider, a ‘higher
education centre’ is not authorized to award or confer its own
certificates, degrees or other qualifications.
Higher Education Institution: Provides formal education,
training and research for persons above compulsory school age,
leading to qualifications classified as ISCED level 5 - 6 or NQF level
5 – 8. As a self-awarding provider, a ‘higher education institution’
has the authority to award or confer certificates, degrees and other
qualifications recognized as Maltese qualifications and as being
part of the NQF.
University: A public or private self-awarding provider established
as a university by the Education Act or a separate legislative act,
or by a regulation made under the Education Act, providing, to
persons above the compulsory school age, accredited ‘higher
education programmes’. As a self-awarding institution, a
‘university’ has the authority to award or confer certificates,
degrees and other qualifications recognized as a Maltese
qualification and being part of the NQF.
School: An institution the resources of which, both of persons and
of things, are ordained towards the promotion of the education and
training of other persons through the dissemination of knowledge,
and, for the purposes of a license to open a school under this Act,
it includes an educational and training institution of advanced
and higher education as defined in article 63 (of the Education
Act), but does not include the University or the Malta College of
Arts, Science and Technology incorporated by Part VIII of the
Education Act, nor an institution for the promotion of instruction
and knowledge of an exclusively or almost exclusively religious
character.
Tuition centre: Providers who are in procession of a license
granted by the MEYE enabling them to operate under the title of a
tuition centre.
Note: for the transition period until new regulations come into force,
the classification reported will depend on the judgment of the head of
the institution in finding the closest matching description. After the
introduction of new regulations, this classification will be determined
by the accreditation agencies.

Accredited Level

Further: provide ‘further education programmes’ and not ‘higher
education programmes’
Higher: provide ‘higher education programmes’ and not ‘further
education programmes’
Further & Higher: provide both ‘further and higher education
programmes.
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PROGRAMME/ COURSE CLASSIFICATION AND DEFINITIONS

Field Name

Description

Course Name

Name of the course as the qualification that will be shown
on the transcript. A distinction is made between Bachelor
and Honours programmes such that both programmes are
considered as 2 separate programmes.

Duration (Months)

The duration of study per course measured in months, excluding
vacation periods.

Duration
(Academic Years)

Academic years are considered in terms of 9 month equivalent
periods of study.

Status
(Open/Closed/
Unavailable)

A course is classified as:
open if it is offered in that particular academic year,
closed if it is not offered in that particular academic year and
unavailable if it will no longer be offered

Area of Study

Areas of Study include:
1. Tourism
2. Agribusiness, Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing
3. Art & Design
4. Architecture, Building & Construction
5. Business & Commerce
6. Community Services
7. Electrical, Electronics & Mechanical Engineering
8. ICT & Computing
9. Maritime
10. Medicine & Surgery
11. Dental Surgery
12. Health Care
13. Linguistics
14. Social Behavioural Science
15. Journalism and Information
16. Laws
17. Teacher Training
18. Education Science
19. Arts
20. Humanities
21. Physical Sciences
22. Environmental Protection and Conservation
23. Security Services
24. Foundation Programmes (General) for the UOM
25. Diplomacy, European & International Relations
26. Unclassified
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Field of Study
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Programmes are classified into 8 Fields of Study as classified by
Eurydice. Fields of Study include:
1. Education
2. Humanities & Arts
3. Social Science, Business & Law
4. Science, Mathematics & Computing
5. Engineering, Manufacturing & Construction
6. Agriculture & Veterinary Science
7. Health & Welfare
8. Services
As a general rule, Fields of Study are mapped to the Area of
study as follows:
Area of Study

Field of Study

Tourism

Services

Art and Design

Humanities and Arts

Agribusiness, Agriculture,
Forestry and Fishing
Architecture, Building and
Construction
Business and Commerce

Agriculture and Veterinary
science
Engineering,
Manufucturing and
Construction

Social science, Business and
Law

Community Services

Services

ICT and Computing

Science, Mathematics and
Computing

Electrical, Electronics and
Mechanical Engineering

Maritime

Medicine and Surgery
Dental Surgery
Health Care
Linguistics

Social Behavioural Science
Journalism and
Information
Laws

Engineering,
Manufucturing and
Construction

Services

Health and Welfare
Health and Welfare
Health and Welfare

Humanities and Arts

Social Science, Business
and Law
Social Science, Business
and Law
Social Science, Business
and Law
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Teacher Training

Education

Arts

Arts and Humanities

Education Science
Humanities

Physical Sciences
Environment Protection
Security Services

Foundation Programmes

Diplomacy, European and
International Relations
Unclassified

Education

Arts and Humanities

Science, Mathematics and
Computing
Services
Services
Services

Social Science, Business
and Law
Services

Course Type

Vocational: If the course is work oriented and includes a
large element of training which is equivalent to levels 1-6 of the
National Qualifications Framework (NQF)36
Academic: If the course is of an academic nature and is
equivalent to levels 4-8 of the NQF (at a post-secondary level
generally leading to university)
Professional: If education is a formal course of extensive
education or specialized training related to an existing trade or
profession and leading to a qualification classified at NQF Level
5 or ISCED level 4 or higher.

Time Basis

A course is classified according to whether it is studied on the
basis of Full Time, Part Time or Short Course.
Full and Part Time Programmes lead to a qualification that is
mapped to the NQF.
Short courses are those programmes that are not mapped to the
NQF.
E.g. Generally Short courses lead to a certificate of attendance,
and are delivered over a range of weeks or months. Longer
programmes which do not lead to a qualification but only a
certificate of attendance are also classified under this heading.

Day or Evening or
Distance

A subject is classified according to whether it is studied on a
Day, Evening or on a Distance Learning basis.

36

Web link to the NQF framework: http://www.mqc.gov.mt/pdfs/mqc%203gateA4%20english.pdf
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Qualifications Title

Categorises qualifications by type of name used in title as
follows:
1. Certificate
2. Diploma
3. Higher National Diploma
4. Undergraduate Certificate
5. Undergraduate Diploma
6. Bachelor
7. Postgraduate Certificate
8. Postgraduate Diploma
9. Masters
10. Doctorate

Fees (Annual Eur)

The annual tuition fees paid by Maltese and EU students.
Basis for annual is the academic year. Tuition fees exclude
registration, examination fees and donations.

Fees Foreign (Annual
Eur)

The annual tuition fees paid by foreign students i.e. 3rd country
nationals (Non-Maltese and non-EU students). Basis for
annual is the academic year. Tuition fees exclude registration,
examination fees, and donations.
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Further and higher education policy remains increasingly important on the
national agenda. The widespread recognition that education is a key driver of
economic competitiveness calls for the high-quality education to be provided
on a wide scale. Measuring the outcomes of this sector against the various
targets established is necessary for focused and sustained progress.
This report provides information on:
- current trends of student participation rates in further and higher education in Malta;
- comparisons to local and international benchmarks;
- and gives a very interesting insight on demographic facts for this sector.

The report is based upon the results achieved from the annual Further and
Higher Education Survey 2010 carried out by NCHE and various European
and international reports for comparative analysis.
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